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PVBLISHEBS' ADVERTISEMENT. 



The publishers of the Family Library offer the 
following work to the public as a treatise on ** De- 
mocracy" in the broadest sense of the word — gov- 
ernment by the People. Such a treatise may, they 
think, not improperly lay claim to novelty; no 
work, to their knowledge, having ever yet been 
published, the express design of which is to eluci- 
date the democratic iheorp* That some such work 
ought to be in the hands of every American citi- 
zen it is needless to urge. To claim the right of 
political self-government, without being able to tell 
why — to declaim about liberty, without being able 
to define what that liberty is — are what, in this 
country, no one should be guilty of; and yet how 
few among us really understand the fundamental 
principles of institutions which all are ready to eu- 
logize, in the rights and benefits of which all equal- 
ly participate, and the practical operation of which 
all unite to direct. 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

A work on the theory of democratic government 
has long been a desideratum in our literature. 
How far the present volume will supply the de- 
ficiency must be left to the American public to 
decide. 

The Democracy treated of in the following 
pages, it will be seen, is not the democracy of one 
party, but of all parties. Had anything like a par- 
tizan character appeared in it, the volume would 
never have found a place in the Family Library ; 
but it is believed that the author has studiously, as 
he has to our view successfully, avoided a tenden- 
cy which, without serving the cause of any party, 
would have seriously impaired the general useful* 
ness of his work. Still, the publishers do not take 
it upon themselves to assert tliat all his doctrines 
will alike command the assent of all. It is impos- 
sible to think without being independent; or to 
be at all original without occasional peculiarity. 
They have thus thought themselves bound fairly to 
allow for liberty of opinion. So oflen, however, as 
the reader shall discover himself to be at variance 
with the author, he will find such differences to be 
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differences between individual and individual, and 
not comprised in any of those political disputes in 
-which party has been arrayed against party. No- 
where has allusion been made to such disputes, asy 
it is believed, the subject itself steers above them. 

The object which the author has proposed to 
himself is an elevated one — no less than to por- 
tray the true nature, and demonstrate the intrinsic 
and universal propriety, of republican government* 
It will accordingly be found that, in pursuit of it, 
the minor differences of domestic parties have been 
lost sight of, while his aim has been to vindicate 
that grand national party, composed of all repub- 
lican America, against the aspersions of foreign 
commentators, and the enmity of European mon- 
archists. 

H. dc B* 

New-York, September, 1841. 
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PART I. 



INTRODUCTION. 

There is this remarkable diflference between 
monarchical and aristocratical systems of gov- 
ernment on the one hand, and the democratic 
system on the other, that, while the former are 
based upon prescriptioriy the latter is based upon 
the right of the people to govern themselves. 
The former are founded on custom, and the ac- 
tual, prevalent order of things; the latter on the 
moral relations of men. 

Of course, there ought to be found correspond- 
ing differences in the political theories by which 
these two descriptions of government are sus- 
tained. On the one hand, we ought to receive 
from monarchical and aristocratical writers an 
extended consideration of those various views 
of expediency on which their systems are pro- 
fessedly maintained, and an attempted vindication 
of them, as imbodying great practical skill and 
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wisdoiQi however little of speculative accuracy ; 
and, on the other, we may well look to demo- 
cratic writers for a full development of the right 
of man to self-government, and from them re- 
quire, at least, a portraiture of the abstract per- 
fection of the democratic system. 

In a democratic country, where self-govern- 
ment has been successfully exercised by the peo- 
ple for nearly three quarters of a century, it might 
naturally have been expected that such demo- 
cratic writers would not have been rare, and that 
a democratic nation would not have been so long 
without a democratic literature. Yet to what 
book or to what author shall we look for a 
demonstration of the right of the people to man- 
age their own government? To what source 
shall we refer the young democratic disciple for 
proof of what he has always understood to be 
the fundamental principles of our government 1 
for a theory of politics, I will not say, that does 
not violate every popular conviction, but that 
does not indirectly assail popular institutions 1 
Eloquent vindications of popular rights, eloquent 
assaults upon hereditary prerogative, may oc- 
casionally be found scattered, at very rare points 
and very distant intervals, in the world of litera- 
ture; but no work digesting such views in a 
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philosophical system, and giving us a clear, con- 
sistent, and harmonious theory. 

Hence the following brief essay. It will doubt- 
less appear presumptuous, in an inexperienced 
writer, thus to have attempted a subject the dis- 
cussion of which might well challenge the exer- 
cise of the greatest abilities. My apology must 
be, that a field where nothing seems as yet to 
have been even attempted, may well be entered 
upon by the most enterprising without waiting 
for the most able; and, however much I may 
fall short of my theme, it will be my consola- 
tion, that to agitate jiist principles is to advance 
them, and that first, feeble, and failing essays to 
grasp the truth are always the earnest of its final 
and triumphant establishment 

It is our common belief that our government 
is distinguished in principle from other govern- 
ments, is radically different. If a man were se- 
riously to propose for our adoption monarchical 
or aristocratical institutions, he would be over- 
whelmed with public obloquy. We should feel, 
not 88 if he were indulging a mere harmless 
error of the understanding, not as if he had 
erred simply on a question of expediency, but 
as if he had been guilty of a moral delinquen- 
cy on a moral question ; and, should \)^ ^^\.wai- 
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ly attempt to carry his plans into execution, he 
would be execrated as a public traitor having 
designs upon our liberties ; no party, and no in- 
dividual, but would shun the contamination of 
bis alliance. Now, if this public sentiment be 
correct, the books we at present have that treat 
of politics must be radically wrong, for they dis- 
tinctly recognise three systems of government as 
equally legitimate, reducing the difference be- 
tween them to a mere question of convenience 
and expediency, and, if the truth must be allow- 
ed, making republican government the most un- 
wise and inexpedient of the three. They admit 
that, perhaps, as to its mere theory, none offers 
so fair; but insist that this abstract perfection 
is its practical defect; that it is found to be 
weak, if not impracticable, upon experiment, 
and stationed the next door to anarchy; in 
other words, that it is like a very good-natured, 
well-intentioned, but harmful imbecile, whose 
chyef tendency is towards self-destruction ! Yet 
it is a fact that Paley and Biackstone, Burke, 
Burlamaqui, and Montesquieu, firmly maintain- 
ing such doctrines, and esteemed, with, perhaps, 
&e exception of the last, the greatest favourers 
of arbitrary power, are the most eon^^ciX^^ ^^-s^d, 
fie most universally adopted mcoMLe^^,^^^^^ 
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most frequently quoted of all political authorities 
in republican America; vfhile it may be confi- 
dently asserted that a connected and philosophical 
exposition of the peculiar theory of democratic 
government has never yet been tmtten. Thus we 
journey on, living in the rich experience and 
practical enjoyment of democratic freedom, but 
in entire and reckless indifference to its abstract 
principles* 

Even foreigners hardly seem so indifferent to 
our political system as we ourselves. Many in- 
telligcent men amons them have professed to re- 
garlits operation, on so grand a Lie, as a great 
and wonderful political phenomenon, and have 
thought it worth their while to come here to 
examine more narrowly into its practical nature, 
and speculate upon its probable results. Its suc- 
cesses have often furnished an embarrassing ar- 
gument in the hands of the popular partisan of 
the Old World, and, doubtless, not unfrequently 
appeared awfully portentous to crowned heads. 
We alone appear to be indifferent to its real 
nature and fundamental principles. Nay, our 
men of education are dwelling in rapture over 
the flowery pages of Burke, or carefully tce^&M- 
iiDg up . the artificial systems of a "P^Xfe"^ at ^ 
BJackstone; while our men of vieaiiAi 'wAVv- 

B 
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sure are learning alnoad to admire the ezteinal 
splendour that surrouods the favoured classes of 
aristocratic Europe, and acquiring a distaste for 
the plainness and simplicity of our social and 
political systems. 

If we search, therefore, for just pohtical sen- 
timent, there seems more of it to be found with 
the humbler classes, whence it was originally 
ushered among nations, than in oui favoured 
ranks, where there are too many who have been 
foreign tributaries for knowledge, or formed 
tastes for the excesses of European refinement. 
Popular prejudices on this subject seem to be 
just ; and the American labourer, who looks upon 
his owQ as the only free country, seems to me to 
be much nearer the truth than the man of educa- 
tion, who too often regards freedom as pretty 
nearly synonymous with well-regulated govern- 
ment It is singular, yet it is, I think, true, that 
among educated men, a majority would willingly 
establish a property qualification as requisite for 
every voter — a demand vitally at war with de- 
mocracy ; and a very large proportion would be 
found not to understand, or absolutely to assail, 
the maxim of the natural equaUfy of mankind, 
the fundamental principle of our government 
i^Our Dolitical oiunions seem to have retro- 
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graded since the Revolution. The national ani- 
mosities of that period anticipated some of the 
truths of philosophy. Those laid aside, we were 
immediately immersed in the active concerns of 
life ; and from that time to the present, contented 
with the practical results of our system, we have 
paid but little attention to the patient study of 
its abstract nature. We have been, from cir- 
circumstances, a nation of practical rather than 
^ speculative habits. We have had the forest to 
subdue, a new continent to occupy, a new gov- 
ernment to establish ; and, hitherto, our republic 
has been engaged in the acquisition of its inde- 
pendence, in the settlement of its constitution, in 
the vindication of its rank and honour, and in 
the hurried, enterprising, and laborious industry 
incident to the difficulties of a new country, and 
the embarrassments of a recent nation. We have 
been all action. A bustling and enterprising ac- 
tivity has been our national characteristic. As 
individuals, we have had everything to do. 
Early thrown upon our own resources, a vast 
practical career has continually been spread out 
before us. There has been no room for the 
thinker ; he has been jostled one side. The chief 
speculators we have had have been those in 
merchandise and real estate. Ini^^^ oi ^ 
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veloping our theories from our practice, we 
have taken up with systems which we have 

' found already digested to our hand. Deriving 
our origin and our language from Great Britain, 
having one common Uterature, one common re- 
ligion, and, to a great extent, common habits and 
common laws ; deriving a great many of our po- 
litical principles, more of our political institutions, 
and all our love of liberty, from the old country, 
we have been slow to discover where our pupil- 
age should have ended, and what bounds the 
stern dictates of principle should have placed to 
our filial reverence. We have thus adopted, to 
a great extent, British politics, with British laws 

^ and literature. Thus it has come to pass that, 

' § in our politics, we are yet tributary to the Old 
World ; that, while we have been so original in 
action, we have been so strangely servile in the- 
ory. Hence, the strange inconsistency of a na- 
tion of republicans suffering themselves to be 
instructed in the elements of political knowledge 
by monarchists. Look to monarchists for cor- 
rect theories of politics on which to base our in- 
stitutions — ^the world might as well have expect- 

. ed a reformation fix)m the pope, or Christianity 
itself from the Scribes and Pharisees. 
We have altogether failed to appreciate our 
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position. We have been guilty of a great prac- 
tical error in supposing that our Revolution is to 
be regarded simply as an historical event, of no 
consequence in its results to anybody but our- 
selves. On the contrary, it was of a twofold 
character. It not only made us independent as a 
nation, it made us free as men ; and this freedom, 
still subsisting, is a standing, permanent fact, in- 
dicative of the political capabilities of mankind, 
that renders the period from which it takes date 
an era in the moral history of the species. Yet 
\(rhile, as a national event, it has found its im- 
perishable record in our national annals, though 
it has furnished an example to all nations, and is 
opening the eyes of mankind to errors which 
have for centuries caused the past to tyrannize 
over the present, it has made no alteration, and 
found no place, in tiie systems of political sci- 
ence : as if Philosophy were blind to practical 
achievements, and cared not to celebrate tiie tri- 
umph of her most exalted principles. 

Our government was not the result of an ac- 
cident. Neither blind casualty, nor force, nor 
fraud , had anytiiing whatever to do with its in- 
stitution. It was the product of the voluntary 
mind of man. It was not less the choice than 
the imbodied wisdom of the people. In its in* 

B2 
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Btitution was presented the sablime spectacle of 
a whole nation deliberating and acting upon the 
highest and most comprebeiiaTe of terrestrial 
interests. The; provided for their common vants 
out of their common experience. The united 
aim of the people was to provide, in the choice 
of a government, for the good of '^e governed. 
" The eye" of the body social was " angle," and 
" the whole body was full of light." No exist- 
- ing government controlled the choice or subsi- 
i ^ dized the votes of the American people. They 
were not awed by the fear or seduced by the 
favour of a feudal and vidous aristocracy. No 
military power mocked at their deliberations. 
No hierarchy subdued their souls with supersti- 
tious terrors. Corrupt and unuatural prejudices 
and factious interests, never found concurrent ex- 
cept among the few, were necessarily unheeded, 
wbai the appeal was made alike to all. No 
class could have had an undue influence, or se- 
cured to itself singular privileges and immuni- 
ties, when none was dbtinguisbable from the 
multitude, or when those who owed to temporary 
drcumstaoces a tran^ent distinction were to re- 
lapse immediately into the common mass. All 
stood in those equal relations, as respected theit 
^ chcuce of the principles of a government, which 
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mankind at large, were they once unshackled, 
would universally and reciprocally sustain to 
each other. Our present system, thus commend- 
ed to a vast and unorganized people, comprising 
almost every description of character, habits, po- 
sition, and interest, that, independently of politi- 
cal institutions, diversifies the condition of our 
race, it would seem that the only ground of its 
acceptation must have been those original senti- 
ments common to all men, that constitute the 
very laws of nature. 

The abstract character of this system, and its 
fimdamental principles, ought to have attracted 
the earliest attentions of the American scholar. 
Its speculative perfection alone ought to have 
won for it numerous disciples. 

But, independently of its abstract beauty, an 
understanding of its nature has for us a great 
practical value. What is our Constitution but 
the mere creature of the pubUc will, and how 
can we be sure of its integrity and preservation 
if the public mind be mismformed or perverted? 
We are all sovereigns : ought we not all to be 
statesmen ? Should not an American be alway$ 
ready to show by what title he claims to be a 
free citizen ? to vindicate the system by virtue 
of which he exercises such peculiar and such ex- 
alted prerogatives 1 
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Faith is as necessary to the republican as to 
the Christian, and the fundamental characteristic 
of both. We must believe in the capacity of 
man for self-government, or the framework of 
our Constitution will be altered. On what basis 
does that conviction how rest ? We may guard 
ourselves from foreign enemies by physical force; 
soldiers, arms, artillery, and fortifications may 
render us safe from foreign aggression ; but the 
sacred ark of our liberties is kept in the temple 
of the human mind, and can only be preserved 
inviolate by gathering around it the forces of 
Truth, and intrenching it behind the deep and 
enlightened convictions of the moral sense. Men 
wDl not risk much for what they believe to be 
but a transient blessing. The permanency and 
the excellence of self-government are our only 
motives to be loyal to our sovereign, the people, 
our only motives to patriotic and self-sacrificing 
devotion ; it behooves us, therefore, to be fully 
assured, not only of its immediate and practical 
value, but of its high moral rectitude and intrm- 
sdc propriety, its ennobhng qualities, and its ab- 
solute capability of duration. 

Any citizen who merely professes to love his 
country and to honour her institutions, may well 
be justified in attempting to assert some better 
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argument in thdr favour than mere national prej- 
udice. They are inquiries worthy to be agitated, 
whether all nations are capable of self-govern- 
ment ? whether the invariable laws of justice im- 
peratively demand its universal institution, inde- 
pendently of the particular circumstances of each 
separate nation 1 and what are the prospects of 
its permanency and universal prevalence ? Ques- 
tions to which, strange to tell, American litera- 
ture yet furnishes no answer. 

I cannot believe that our government is to be 
a peipetual ** experiment ;" that its practica- 
bility can never be demonstrated. Nor am I 
among those who hold that it is simply the best 
government for us, and that we are, by means 
of any fancied intellectual or moral superiority, 
or by the particular favour of Providence, alone, 
of all the human family, blessed with a monopoly 
of good government 

When the question of republic or no republic 
is agitating the elements of society in the most 
enlightened nations of Europe, it is believed that 
it cannot be uninteresting to a people who, m the 
solution of this question, are looked upon as an 
example, and should be able, from their uncon- 
strained position, to anticipate the future judg- 
ment of the world. 
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CHAPTER L 

The Nature of Political Science. 

I AM well aware how unsafe and unprofitable 
abstract political speculations are usually held to 
be ; that they are peremptorily set down as nev- 
er justified by experience, liable to a thousand' 
qualifications from actual circumstances, and ut- 
terly incapable, to a great extent, of any prac- 
tical application. 

Hence the man who relies much upon gener- 
al principles in politics is looked upon as little 
better than a visionary. He is continually told 
that his notions are well enough upon paper; 
that they may do very well for the closet, but 
that he is guilty of a great absurdity in attempt- 
ing to apply them to the actual management of 
affairs. That he theorizes too much, is not 
enough of a practical man, that he regards men 
too* much as they ought to be, and too little as 
they are. 

Thus* political speculations are usually turned 
over to men of leisure, as a sufficiently appro- 
piiate entertainment for fine, subtle intellects. 
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not engaged in the active duties of Ufe, and de- 
nounced as an idle occupation for, and to be es- 
chewed by, practical and politic statesme 

Let us understand the difference between prac- 
tical and abstract notions, and see how far the 
reproach of being too theoretical and refined is 
just in general ; how far it is just in its applica- 
tion to this particular subject of politics. 

A man, viewing a multitude of facts, deduces 
general conclusions from them. Every man of 
business does this. The most practical man has 
his theories, and a great multitude of theories, 
on which he conducts his business. Every busi- 
ness rule is a theory. Experience furnishes no 
lesson but what amounts to a theory. When 
one not immediately engaged in business deduces 
general prindples from a multitude of facts, he 
differs from the business man, not in framing 
theories, nor in his mode of framing them, but 
in taking more prominent and more numerous 
facts as his basis, and forming rules of a more 
extensive application. No theory is bad as a 
theory, but only bad when not sustained by the 
facts from which it professes to be a deduction. 
The question is thus, in all cases, whether a the- 
(»ry is sustained by its facts ? If it be, it will not 
be enough to overthrow it to say that \t i& ob-^ 
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strady as every theory is an abstract theory, and 
' the process of mind by which individual facts 
are separated from their particular circumstan- 
ces and reduced to a general proposition is al- 
ways an abstraction. Thus the practical rules 
of the business man are, in reality, abstract the- 
ories. 

But there is a particular class of general rules 
and principles which are abstract in a different, 
and, perhaps, more appropriate sense. These are 
fhe laws of morals. They are derived from con- 
science alone, and are thus formed, not by ab- 
stracting an aggregation of facts from their ac- 
cidental circumstances, but by withdrawing the 
mind entirely from the contemplation of exter- 
nal facts as facts, to the contemplation of moral 
relations, of which it informs itself. In this 
sense all moral rules are abstract principlesi 
They are moral rules for the very reason that 
fhey treat of the world not as it is, but as it 
ought to be. Facts and circumstances may vary 
their application to particular cases, but can in 
no manner alter or modify the rules themselves, 
or their intrinsic obligation. To be correct, we 
have only to attend to the inspirations of con- 
science.* The imperfections of man cannot im- 

^ la Baying thu, I do not, of conne, mean to deny the ineiti* 
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pair the perfection of morals. His accidental cir- 
eumstances and condition dinnot affect a system 
founded on his essential relations. No rule ever 
propounded to man is in such utter nonconform- 
ity with hdman affairs, and so imiversally reck- 
less of circumstances, as our -Saviour's great and 
comprehensive rule of human conduct, "Love 
thy neighbour as thyself." It abstracts from all 
the peculiarities of individual fortune in a race 
so very V(ddely diversified as ours, and condenses 
&e laws of r^vinity to the comprehension of the 
human heart The relations of the various parts 
of a moral proposition are just as fixed, certain, 
and invariable, independently of -a direct appli- 
cation to any particular subject matter, as the 
relations of the various parts of a geometrical 
figure. You might as well seek to know how 
long the hypotenuse of any particular right* 
angled triangle is, before venturing to determine 
what proportion the square of its hypotenuse 
would bear to the sum of the squares of its two 
odes ; or, when asked for the proportion, answer 

mable advantages of the Christian revelation in giving absolute 
clearness and certainty to the convictions of a natural con- 
•eieiioe, or to detract from its aathority as paramount on every 
moral questaon. The scope of the argument would have per- 
h^M saved me from any such inference, but I make this di»> 
to prevent all caviL 

c 
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that it must depend upon the size ; as, when call* 
ed upon for a moral rule, to inquire the case in 
which it is to be applied. Thus, for example, 
the moral law defines theft mdependently of any 
actual case, and, when what it calls a theft is 
clearly made out, we do not ask whether the 
man plundered, in any particular instance, was 
plundered of gold or iron, of much or little, 
whether he was good or bad, rich or poor, wise or 
sample, strong or weak; nothing but an absolute 
and imperative necessity, that overturns all mor- 
als, contravenes the general rule thus abstract- 
edly laid down. If actual circumstances could 
modify moral rules in the slightest degree, they 
would utterly destroy them. Thus those rules 
are the same for all men, under all circumstan- 
ces ; they are derived from conscience, and con- 
science is, by nature, the same in all. 

There is, then, this difference between the two 
classes of abstract propositions above denoted, 
that while, as to the first, their abstractedness, 
when they are assailed, can furnish no just 
ground for anything more than a preliminary 
caution, to awaken the attention to facts, and to 
prepare the mind for the argument to follow, 
which must show, if it amount to anything, that 
the theory is not sustained by \\s i^.e\& \ wi SJcife 
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other band, in regard to moral proposLtions, to 
far is their abstractedness from being a ground 
of reproach, that it would never be even alleged 
against one clearly and distinctly appearing as 
such. 

But the difficulty with this subject of politics is, 
tiiat, embracing, as it does, in its different branch- 
es, both these kinds of abstractions, their different 
provinces have not been kept rigidly distinct. 
Distinguished speculative writers, in debating 
subjects involved under the practical department, 
have advanced theories of government which are 
merely theories, entirely abstracted (and not in 
any respect deductions) from actual events and a 
practical experience, where events and experi- 
ence are the only sources of truth, and have thus 
unhappily involved both the moral and the prac- 
tical branches of political theories and abstrac- 
tions under an imputation which the particular 
idle schemes of those writers have alone de- 
served. 

Politics deals in theories, as every other science 
does. It requires, therefore, abstractions. It is 
an abstract science ; purely abstract, so far as its 
moral principles are concerned ; only abstract in 
the same manner and to the same exlenX. \^*d!(. 
every science is necessarily abstract, so iw ^ Vta 
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practical rules are concerned 'For, in part, its 
office is, when the fundamental character and 
principles of a sovereignty have been determined 
on, to prescribe practically by what mechanism 
it shall act ; what are the safest and most efficient 
agencies to be employed, consistently with its 
nature, in the execution of its will ; how far the 
executive, the judicial, and the legislative powers 
shall be separated or conjoined; whether the 
legislature shall be composed of two houses or 
one; the executive be divided or single; the 
judiciary supplied by election or by appoint- 
ment ; and, in dividing the Legislature, how often 
it shall be divided, and on what different bases 
its various dq>artments supplied. These are 
questions to be settled by circumstances and ex- 
perience alone, as mere questions of expediency ; 
and in settling these practical questions, theories 
should be rigidly deduced from modes that have 
actually been tried, and be properly varied and 
adapted to suit the peculiar and actually exist- 
ing situation of the people for whom they are 
devised. Yet, in handling this "branch of the 
subject, speculative writers have arbitrarily allot- 
ted an imaginary people by rule and measure 
into inathematical divisions \ have supposed them 
to be difEdrexity both in tbem&dNOS ^i:^ ^^ ^* 
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cumstances, from what any people ever were; 
and have then invaded every department of pri- 
irate life with their artificial systems, and made 
their schemes embrace very nearly the sum total 
(tf human existence, as if men lived only to be 
governed. Thus have they ended in creating an 
imaginary mankind for a scheme of government, 
instead of a scheme of government for mankind. 
This is speculation with a witness : mere theory, 
mere abstraction, without facts to sustain it ; the 
fertile soil of Utopian fables. Of such schemes 
it has been said, that they represent men as they 
ought to be, not as they are ; though, with more 
propriety, it might have been said, that they 
neither represent men as they ought to be, nor as 
they are. Of such schemes, with some truth it 
might be alleged, that their mathematical pre- 
cision, their apparent ^' abstract perfection, is their 
practical defect.'' Against such systems, and all 
other systems that attempt thus arbitrarily to de- 
fine precisely what mechanical and subordinate 
agencies a government ought to employ for its 
administration, irrespective of the various natu- 
ral circumstances and the acquired character and 
habits of different people, all that has ever been 
laid against abstract theories and sjslexx^ ol ^^'H* 
enuneot may justly be launched. 

C 2 
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These mechanical arrangements and subor* 
dinate agencies, howeyer, are so far from bemg 
the whole of government, that they are, com- 
paratively, but an inconsiderable part of it Not 
by what means and through what channels 
shall its powers be exercised, are the great 
questions; but how do its powers originate, and 
within what limits are they to be legitimately 
restricted 1 Those practical details which re- 
q>ect simply the agencies by which government 
can best act, and present mere questions of expe- 
diency, are objects of inferior regard in politics. 
Political is, for the most part, a branch of moral* 
sdence. When you prescribe to me a law, or 
hold up to me an authority, which you say I 
oughi to obey, you present to me a case of con- 
science coming within the jurisdiction of morals* 
You assume a moral power ; have you a moral 
right 1 If, indeed, I ought to obey, that obliga- 
tion is deducible from those fundamental moral 
principles which Nature has implanted in our 
bosoms. Facts cannot arbitrarily prescribe in 
the settlement of the question; it is determina- 
ble by the moral and essential relations of man 
to man. States and nations are but men — ^mere 
aggregsttions of individuals. Tlievc ri^blfi are 
merely the duties that one o\ves to N«ftfsvi&xDii£GL\ 
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their powers are amply the powers which one 
man may acquire over another, and acquirable 
only by the same means. Morals deal simply 
with men, not with bodies corporate or politic 
We have, then, but to interrogate our ordinary 
systems of morals to know what power one man 
may acquire over another, and by Tvhat means. 
We find no difficulty in determining the rights, 
relations, and duties of individuals with refer- 
ence to each other. If we wish to determine the 
rights, relations, and duties subsisting between 
one and a multitude, we refer to the same moral 
code. The addition of numbers makes no dif- 
ference in the application of moral principles. 
No matter whether the individuals claiming any 
right over or duty from me are one man or ten 
millions ; the laws of morals do not regulate men 
by tens, or thousands, or millions, but by units ; 
conscience has no reference to the question of 
tibeir multitude. The political are thus gov- 
erned by the same set of rules as the moral rela- 
tions of mankind. Hence, to determine how a 
political sovereignty can be legitimately consti- 
tuted, we need no knowledge of actual establish- 
ments ; we ask no illumination from experience^ 
j» extensive collection and compatifioti oi^^K^&% 
we care net what ia the desciip^iou ot ^^ «sir 
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tiquity of governments that do rule ; we care not 
what are the circumstances of people that are 
ruled ; we have to do with man under all cir- 
cumstances ; with his moral nature and relations 
and the judgment of conscience upon them, and 
not with circumstances. 

Here, therefore, the science of politics rises to 
the dignity, Conclusiveness, universality, and par- 
amount obligation of moral demonstrations. Of 
this branch of politics alone do we here treat. 
The question involved in the choice of a sover- 
eignty is not a question of expediency, but of 
justice. It is to be determined abstractedly, by 
the reciprocal rights and relations of mankind. 
The decision is no more fluctuating than right 
and wrong. It makes a part of the law of hu- 
manity ; and we need no more an intimate knowl- 
edge of the physical and intellectual condition 
and social habits of distant people, to determine 
what the intrinsic nature and essential principles 
of their government should be, than to designate 
for their use a code of morals. The relations 
sustained to that aggregate whole called a state, 
are part of the relations which individuals sustain 
to each other. And, indeed, it would be a sin- 
gularly anomalous case in moi^ls, \f tfie lahole 
could escape that moral jufisdac^ion V^^x. e^isv- 
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prises each. The great law of justice preades 
over the organization of government, as well as 
die subsequent details of its administration^ and 
OUT niters must derive their powers over us from '^ 
sources whence we might derive the same or a 
similar ccmtrol over others. Though this univer- 
sal and inflexible operation of the* law of justice 
has been generally admitted to regulate the in- 
tercourse of independent nations, it has been 
almost universally disregarded in the more fa- 
miliar relation of states to their own con^tu- 
ency. Yet it pervades with its impartial energy 
every moral relation ; and, blind to the distinc- 
tions of f<preign or domestic, great or little, pow- 
erful or weak, ancient or modem, many or few, 
attaches with impartial reciprocity and indis- 
criminate power on everything that bears the 
impress of humanity. 

Thus, then, we have the means of threading 
die labyrinth of confusion presented by actual pol- 
itics; for, whatever rights states have, like our 
individual and private rights, of which they are 
but a part, may be referred immediately to nature 
or traced to convention. That great moral neces- 
mty, which is superior to nature and coivn^w^^tl^ 
as^sometimes temporarily intervene \ \wl\.^%'^'^ 
ibe utmoett violence which KiimnT\ affwir^ caa. «r 
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perience, and is, in its very essence, an exception 
to the ordinary current of events, and not a rule, 
it can never be the lasting foundation for any 
permanent order of things. Equally certain, 
permanent, and universal are the relations of 
states to their members, and the rights, duties, 
and obligations that we recognise in our ordina- 
ry intercourse between man and man. 

The idea cannot be too severely reprobated, 
that the principles of this branch of political 
science are too abstract for practical uses and 
application, subject to a conformity with every 
variety of government, and shifting then- ground 
and altering their aspect to authorize and es- 
tablish the prevailing power in every state 
and nation spread over the face of the whole 
earth. If the relations of justice are imiversal 
and immutable, so are these principles. If the 
duties of men to each other are inflexible, so are 
the mutual obligations subsisting between com- 
munities and each of their constituents;, and 
these can be superseded only by such an abso- 
lute necessity as would exempt us, in our ordina- 
ly conduct, from the jurisdiction of acknowledged 
moral precepts, and that but momentarily. So 
long as man retains the essential characteristics 
I ' of Ins nature, and reason, truth, and justice prove 



NATURE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE. 35 

everywhere the same, the fundamental principles 
of this science will continue invariable, and right 
and liberty preserve one uniform signification, 
irrespective of circumstances, in every quarter of 
the globe. 

It is not true, therefore, that '^ circumstances 
pye to every political principle its distinguishing 
colour and discriminating effect,'' and that " our 
liberties, varying with times and circumstances, 
admit of infinite modifications, and cannot be 
settled upon any abstract rule."* 

It would be equally philosophical to assert the 
dependance of private and individual, which rest 
on the same moral bases as our public and polit- 
ical principles, upon times and circumstances, as 
if they were entirely extrinsic, and dwelt with- 
out, not within us ; and just as rational to assert 
that a good man is produced, like any physical 
phenomenon, by a fortuitous concurrence of 
events. The distinctions of morals are uniform^ 
because they repose upon the essential charac- 
teristics of our universal nature ; and the tran- 
scendent excellence of moral rules, from which 
political relations and civil hberty proceed, con- 
sists in their absolute inflexibleness and entire 
wmconformity with circumstances. 

* Burke's Reflections on the French Re^oVilioii. 
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It is common, in the discussion of political 
subjects, to admit a proposition erected on a 
moral basis as an abstract principle, and still to 
qualify, not its operation, but the principle itself, 
by a reference to circumstances. But the very 
end and the renewing agency of moral, under 

^ which I include fundamental political truthd, 
consist in rectifying the disorders everywhere 
prevalent in human affairs. What is meant 
when, by way of impeaching their authority, 
they are styled abstract? Is it meant that they 
are brought from internal sentiments and feelings 
merely ? From what other sources are moral 
principles derivable? Are not these internal 
suggestions the axioms of moral demonstration ? 
Is not justice, like truth, approved by its own 
nature solely? To tell to whom property be- 
longs, must we know in whose hands it is? 
To tell whether our native liberty belong to us, 
must we know in what government it reposes, 
or what is the strength, or what are the services, 
or what is the antiquity of that government? 
I assert the actual constitution of human nature, 
you appeal to the actual condition of human af- 
fairs ; the first alone determines the nature and 
extent of moral obligations, to whose force and 

y power the last should passively submit; the 
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province of the first is to command, of the last to 
obey ; the first embraces all the principles of our 
moral deliberations, the last are merely the sub- 
jects of them. Whence, then, the authority of 
circumstances to modify moral rules, or, what is 
the same thing, political relations ? What ref- 
erence should be had to circumstances, when the 
cmly condition for the complete operation of mor- 
al nte, founded in the actual constitution and 
secessary relations of man, is humanity 1 

Those abstract truths, therefore, embraced 
within the province of political science, are real 
truths and authoritative lessons of practical wis- 
dom. Least of all does it behoove Americans 
to impeach them, since, in the very act whereby 
they vindicate their independence, and formally 
register their name in the catalogue of nations, 
they make a dignified appeal for the rectitude of 
fheir intentions and the justice of their conduct, 
from actual and legal authority, ancient, pre- 
scriptive, and long recognised, to abstract prin- 
ciples alone.* 

Political science is no vain chimera. It does 
not mock its votaries with notions theoretically 
systematic and accurate, but impracticable. Jt 
yields them truths beautiful in theory attd sub- 

* ** W« hold these truths to be flelf-endenl,'' 

D 
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stantial in the experience. While it thus re- 
wards the mere votary of science, it may assert 
a higher claim to our patriotic regard as Amer- 
icans, from the protection it isAvithin its province 
to afford us against foreign influence, however 
remote and circuitous. With us the integrity of 
our principles is the integrity of our government 
In vain would we be independent of despots if 
we voluntarily subserve the principles of despot- 
ism. The farther maxims are removed from the 
ordinary questions that convulse us, the more fun- 
damental are they ; the more universal their op- 
eration, the more subtle and sure their sway. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Self-Gtovermiient by the Pe<^le the only legitimate Fonn of 
Government. — The universal Right of Mankind to Democratic 
Government, and their Competency to administer it. 

It is a part of man's nature to be free. The 
same constitution that makes us moral, makes us 
self-governing beings. The right to control our 
own actions is a necessary consequence of the 
freedom of the will. If we have not this right, 
our entire moral structure is a piece of folly in 
its end, and a piece of awful mockery in its Au- 
thor. Our passions prompt us to action, our 
moral and deliberative powers regulate us in our 
choice of actions, and the will sets the whole ma- 
chine in motion. But to what tends all this ma- 
chinery but to action ? and, if we are not free to 
acty to what purpose are we free to will ? If, 
the instant we begin to act, we must be sub- 
jected to some external governing power, the 
whole man is nonplused at once ; and those ex- 
alted powers, that liken us to the image of God 
himself, are made superfluous lumber in the hu- 
man breast. To avoid consequences so absvxid) 
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yet so inevitable on any other hypothesis, it must 
be admitted that man was made by Nature to 
act for himself. 

While, however, he is thus made the sover- 
eign arbiter of his own actions, he cannot dis- 
claim the obligation of those moral principles 
which, constituting an essential part of his na- 
ture, form the basis of his freedom ; and, at the 
utmost, he can pretend to no more than the right 
to conform, in the independent regulation of his 
own conduct, to the unseen but invariable stand- 
ard of moral rectitude. A right to do vjrong he 
cannot have. How could it ever have been im- 
agined that rights, which belong to men only by 
virtue of their moral attributes, can subost in the 
absence or in derogation of moral obligations 1 oir 
that man in a state of nature possesses the fre^ 
ahd uncontrolled liberty of doing whatever he 
pleases, at the same time that he is impelled by 
natural reason and the innate power of conscience 
to pursue the right and to shun the wrong ? No- 
thing, certainly, but the authority of great names 
could ever have given countenance to such absur- 
dities. While, therefore, the same nature that 
makes us moral makes us^r^e, and the same dis- 
pensaiion that makes us respoi^siiVAeiQx ovit actions 
^V€8 US a right to control tYiem,N<ie c»3MQo\.N\^^\fe 
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tiie conditions, and subvert the foundations of this 
freedom, by a disregard of that moral constitu- -^ 
tion by virtue of which we possess it. God has 
invested us with exalted powers ; this is, of itself, 
a sufficient authority for their independent exer- 
tion. But these powers are not merely execu- 
tive, they are deUberative also. Not power, 
simply as such, but only a power to pursue our 
own good,' enters into the composition of our 
natural liberty. We are impell^ by nature to 
the pursuit of our own true and substantial hap- 
piness, but governed and controlled in the pur- 
suit of it by certain inherent moral principles : 
hence the origin and the limit of our natural 
rights. Though human bebgs in a state of na- 
ture may find their hands and feet unshackled, 
they are not therefore to assume at once the 
condition of the savage, and course the forest in 
pursuit of prey, or arm their hands with the tom- 
ahawk And scalping-knife, in violation of every 
man's rights and safety ; they have likewise rea- 
son and conscience incorporated in their natures, 
which teach them to be rationally and morally 
free. 

Natural liberty, then, consists in the xick&icyci-* 

trolled dispositioD of our persons and out "pco^^^ •> 

agreeably to our own will, provided iWt. vi^ d^o 

D 2 
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not transgress the natural or moral law ; or, in 
the words of Montesquieu, " it is the power of 

X doing what we ought to will, and the not being 
constrained to do what we ought not to will" 

This natural liberty is by no means irrespective 
of our condition as social beings. Since it re- 
gards man in his natural, it must comprehend his 
social and related capacity. Society is rendered 
indispensable to us, not less by the instincts of 
our nature th^ the necessities of our physical 
condition ; and so irresistible are the combined in- 
fluences of both, as to have prevented the appear* 
ance upon the earth, even in its earliest ages, of 
such a phenomenon as single, individual, isola- 
ted man. 

When, therefore, we enter into the political 
state, are our rights abridged because they must 
be accommodated to the rights of others 1 By 

-^ no means. I never had a right, in any condilion, 
to trespass upon my neighbour* Nature has 
adapted us to one anothier in a social state, and 
I am bound, by the law of Nature, to '^ love my 
neighbour as myself," not less than by the law 
of civil society to do him justice. Neither re- 
9uires me to surrender anything that is mine, but 
that I should give to every mMi Vi\s o^tv» Nat- 
tirai liberty is, therefore, en^ic^^ com^^^c^c^ viV^ 
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the social condition of man ; and as nothing can 
be more unnatural than that wild and savage 
state which it is common, under the sanction of 
great and numerous authorities, to consider as a 
necessary condition to natural liberty, so nothing 
can be more absurd than the theory which de- 
fines natural liberty to consist in the unrestrained 
allowance of every man's inclination or caprice. 
But when it is said that no man has a right to 
do wrong, or to transgress the natural or moral 
law, let us not be understood as asserting that 
any one has a right to prescribe to any other 
what that law is, or to punish every infringe- 
ment of it OnHhe contrary, it is of the essence 
of that individual liberty of action which we 
poflsesi as moral beings that each be allowed to 
determine that point for himself; for to this end 
Nature has endowed each of us with rational 
and moral faculties. But suppose this personal 
liberty of ours to be infnnged by another, we 
judge the aggressor, not for transgressing the 
limits of his own freedom, but for trespassing 
upon ours; of the former he is the judge, of the 
latter we, by the same right, are the judges. He 
may go beyond the fixed and absolute Ivuiit c^{ 
his own freedoiOf hit we have no i\gYi\.\.o\tiX.^- 
£sie, unlea^ by Btf doing, he entexa m\o coxfifi^ 
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"with us^ and encroaches upon our equal rights. 
This right of self-defence, so far from abrogating 
our own individual ijidependence, is based upon 
it, on the ground that those rights cannot be ours 
which everybody may with absolute impunity 
appropriate to himself. And hence our right to 
protect ourselves from injustice confers no author- 
ity over our fellow-men (as it would otherwise 
be at war with its own original), but merely al- 
lows us to insist on what is already our own, 
and to assume a hostile attitude within our own 
limits. 

One man has no right, by nature, to make 
laws for another. He may repel another when 
his own rights are infringed, but he has no right 
to govern him. He is sovereign merely over 
himself, not over another. He has a right of 
self-protection, but that he has within his own 
province. He may say, " Do not infringe upon 
my rights ;" but he has no right to define the 
rights of third persons, or forbid any infringe- 
ment upon them. If, however, he unite with 
others in a convention for mutual protection and 
defence, then the rights of each become the 
rights of all; what was before individual be- 
comes common, and stilVtiie commxoAl^ kee^ 
within the limits of their ON<Jii coticex\i& >nV«kl 
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tiiey say to a stranger, ^ Do not infringe upon 
flie rights of eith^ of i^ or we will jobtly repel 
you/' thoagh they do not thus acquire any right 
to direct him in his intercourse with others. 
Thus man enjoys by nature, in relation to other 
men, the right of repulsion, and not the right of 
direction. The difference is, that the exercise of 
the former right is confined exclusively to one's 
self, the latter extends to and arrogates the di- 
rection of the affairs of third persons. The of- 
fice of society is to define what individual rights 
are (not arbitrarily to direct individuals what 
they shall or shall not do), and to bind the whole 
for the defence of them. When a society does 
this for itself, it is employed in its own concerns, 
it operates within its own legitimate sphere; 
when a constituent part only of a society do it 
for the rest or for the whole, they assume a duty 
and a responsibility for which there is not the 
shadow of an argument to show that Nature ever 
designed them. 

We are not made for authority over our fel- 
low-beings. That moral nature, by virtue of 
which alone we could claim it, has evidently 
been given us for the regulation and govemca^wt. 
oi ourselves alone. Moral duties ate lev ^^^ft^ X'c^ 
oar Mpecieg by nature as individuals, wA JiSscKN* 
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erable by us, each for himself solely, upon the4sep- 
arate inspection of his own heart. There is Na- 
ture's sole depository of the immutable law of 
right and wrong, justice and injustice, in its ap- 
plicability to human actions. Its only natural 
sanction is vested in every man's individual con- 
science, whidi reproaches or applauds him for 
his own aefiotis merely. Thus Nature has made 
each, for hiififlelf alone, the executor of her laws, 
and she qualifies no man to prescribe and act for 
another. His moral attributes are not more than 
sufficient to accomplish him for his own respon- 
sibilities; and he may only repel injuries, be- 
cause they violate those rights of which Nature 
has made him cognizant, and constituted him the 
sole guardian and judge. 

Such being the prerogatives of all, who shall 
assume, on the authority of Nature, definitiv<ely 
and authoritatively to settle and enforce the ex- 
act demands of justice in disputed cases between 
man and man? Clearly no one but that Su- 
preme Being, possessing lA his own essence a be- 
nevolence that is infinite and a wisdom that 
cannot err, and who, by virtue of his Divine pre- 
rogatives, is the natural Governor and Lord of 
<fte Universe. 
f his treason towards God\mnse^i,^si^L^\&»^!L- 
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ery of thei majesty of Heaven, not less than an 
injury to the rights of man, for any merely human 
being to arrogate a claim so high as that of 
sovereignty over a race of the same rational and 
moral nature as himself. In the absence of Di- 
vine authority, and while we are conversant with 
but one order of intelligent beings, universally 
t)ie same in their esse&tial attributes, due in genus 
and one in species, all are morally equal, that is, 
equal in those respects which constitute moral 
accountability (and this is what is meant by the 
natural equality of inan), and each has a right 
to determine the limits prescribed to his actions 
by the moral law for himself; being still liable 
to repulsive violence, in consequence of the uni- 
versal extension of the same right to others, if, 
by reason of an erroneous judgment upon his 
own rights, his actions conflict with the rights 
of others. 

We go yet farther, and contend that, as this 
liberty of action is derived to man through his 
moral nature, of whicb it is the necessary con- 
comitant, he can as well abdicate his moral at- 
tributes and shift his moral accountability, as al- 
ienate it ; and that, on the other hand, he is just 
as capable of acquiring a new natoxe) ^xA ^Sr^ 
sumiDg before God the r^spQ in^M^ VV^^^gs^ oi ci^^st 
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monl beings, and aggravating his own, as ai 
governing other men in opposition to their own 
free and deliberative will. I 

Man is by nature the free and sovereign ar- 
biter of his own actions ; and as it has been 
proven that there is nothing in the nature of 
society, either in the rights it respects or the sao 
rifices it requires, incompatible with the unlimited 
exercise of his native freedom, so we have shown 
that be does not, because it inheres in his nature, 
and he, cannot, resign it upon becoming a mem- 
ber of organized society. 

Not such, however, is the tfieory laid down in 
foreign works and servilely copied by American 
writers. Instead of adhering to their definition 
of natural liberty, which we have substantially 
adopted, they aiSx to it the idea of the ^^ absolute 
and uncontrolled power of domg whatever a man 
pleases," then compel him to " give up a part of 
his liberty on entering into society," in opposi- 
tion to one of the most prominent axioms, sol- 
emnly and authoritatively announced by the pa- 
triots of our Revolution, that liberty is among our 
inalienable rights ; and, finally, as a natural and 
proper consequence, declare that '^expediency 
aad the general advantage oC tbe ^wblk" define 



SELF-GOVERNMENT. 49 

the limit to which political power shall encroach 
upon human rights.* 

" Natural liberty/' says Blackstone (and the 
systems of British writers are quite uniform on 
this subject), " consists, properly, in a power of 
acting as one thinks fit, without any restraint or 
control unless by the law of nature; being a 
right inherent in us by birth, and one of the gifts 
of God to man at his creation, when he endued 
him with the faculty of free will. But every 
man, when he enters into society ^ gives up a part 
of his natural liberty as the price of so valuable 
a purchase ; and, in consideration of receiving 
the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges him- 
self to conform to those laws which the commu- 
nity has thought proper to establish. And this 
species of legal obedience and conformity is in- 
finitely more desirable than that vrild and savage 
liberty which is sacrificed to obtain it. For no 
man that considers a moment would wish to re- 
tain the absolute and uncontrolled power of doing 
whatever he pleases : the consequence of which 
is, that every other man would also have the 

* ** The moment yon abate anything from the full rights of 
iiMn each to govern himself, and saffer any artificial positrre 
limitation upon those rightSf from that momeiil \\i« N«\i^« ^- 

ganization of government becomes a conBidfiiaXioii Qd cnoR^ 

aience, "—Byrke an ike French Revdyium, 
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same power, and then there would be no secu- 
rity to individuals in any of the enjoyments of 
life. Political, therefore, or civil liberty, which 
is that of a member of society, is no other than 
natural liberty so far restrained (and no farther) 
as is necessary and expedient for the general ad- 
vantage of the ptdflic.^^* 

Who is to judge of this expediency, and to 
determine what the general advantage requires ? 
If, by the mere fact of becoming members of po- 
litical society, we resign a part of our natural 
liberty in consideration of civil and political ad- 
vantages, of course the current usages and insti- 
tutions of the society at the time of our incorpo- 
ration indicate the terms of the compromise ; we 
oblige ourselves, by that act, " to conform to 
those laws ^hich the community has thought 
proper to establish;" the established governors 
and the established laws are the judges. We 
have abdicated forever the right to judge for 
ourselves.! Our rulers, by virtue of the powers 

* Blacks. Comm., yol. i., book i., chap, i., p. 125. 
t *' If civil society be the ofbpring of convention, that con- 
vention must be its law. That convention must limit and 
modify ah the descriptions of constitution which are formed 
aader it. Every sort of legislalxiTe, )\id\c\«\. ot executory pow- 
«> are its creatures. They can ^ave no beva^ "m wi'^ o\^«t «xk^a 
«^ tbingB ; and how cftn any man cUun, ^wiwt ^2!da c«k<«vxnm$b* 
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with which they are actually vested, looking only 
to what they can do to determine what they may 
do, are restrained by no limits hut their own dis- 
cretion. Our natural rights are entirely devour- 
ed by our civil and social privileges. 

Thus, if to constitute civil hberty, our natural 
liberty must be restrained, upon general consid- 
erations of convenience and expediency, to effect 
the greater good of the whole, our rulers, of 
course, as the guardians of the public weal, are 
the exclusive judges of what the good of the 
whole demands, and it needs but the lowest de- 
gree of discernment to perceive that, upon this 
hypothesis, liberty is as much the concomitant of 
Turkish as of British, and of British as of Amer- ^, 
ican government ; or, in other words, that it is ) 

€£ civil society, rights which do not so much as suppose its ex- 
istence? Rights which are absolutely repugnant to it? One 
of the first motives to civil society, and which becomes one of 
its fundamental rules, is, that no num shall be judge in his own 
cause. By this each person has at once divested himself of the 
first fundamental right of uncovenanted man, that is, to judge 
for himself and to assert his own cause. He abdicates all right 
to be his own governor. He inclusively, in a great measure, 
abandons the right of self-defence, the first law of nature. Men 
cannot enjoy the rights of an uncivil and of a civil state togeth- 
er. That he may obtain justice, he gives up hva i\%Vi\. QiC d«b\«t- 
mning what it is in points the most esseuliai to Yk\m. *^\vaX\i^ 
mayrsecare some liberty ^ he makes a suTretidei Vti UvwX ol ^^ 
wdioJe o/Jt."-^BuTke'B Reflectioos on the ¥teuc\i'R«s^Vsx>AS»Ck. 
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the inseparable concomitant of government in all 
its forms ! 

The error of this system is sufficiently appa- 
rent in the absurdity of its consequences. 

Mankind do not need the aid of organized so- 
ciety to plunder their rights, but to enable them 
to enjoy them. They associate together in free 
communities, simply to define their rights by 
their mutual counsels, and to protect one another 
by their common strength. Each man attends 
to his private, the aggregate whole to the public 
concerns ; each takes an equal part in the public 
deliberations as he has an equal share in the 
public interests. When the Legislature makes a 
laviT, or a court of justice passes judgment, we act 
by oiu* agents, and submit to a tribunal constitu- 
ted by our own voluntary consent. 

A republic is what Cicero long since correctly 
defined it to be : simply ^' the union of a multi- 
tude, cemented by an agreement in what is right, 
and a participation in what is' useful."* 

This theory is exactly conformable to what 
Jefferson has said : ^^ Our legislators are not suf- 
ficiently apprized of the rightful limits of their 
powers; that their true office is to decide and 
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CoBtaa mulUtudima juris conaenBU, el \iVJi]^\»XA& cqmTKWTArotfe 
— JDe Bepob., lib. 1, 9ft. 
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enforce our natural rights and duties, and to take 
none of them from us. No man has a natural 
right to copimit aggression on the equal rights 
of another; and this is all from which the laws 
ought to restrain him : every man is under the 
natural duty of contributing to the necessities of 
the society, and this is all the laws should en- 
force on him. The idea is quite unfounded, that 
in entering into society we give up any natural 
right"* 

Natural liberty, then, consists in the possession 
of certain rights ; civil liberty, in the enjoyment 
of them. Natural liberty is what inheres in our 
persons ; civil liberty, what we procure by gov- 
ernment and laws. In other words, civil liberty 
is natural liberty established and secured upon 
fixed principles. 

Political liberty, therefore, is that of a commu- 
nity of individuals voluntarily agreeing where . 
the limit prescribed by the natural or moral law ^' 
to their respective private wills is to be fixed, 
and uniting together with their common strength 
to maintain it. In other words, as man requires 
civil government only by virtue of his rational 
.and moral nature, and as by that rational and 
moral nature he is essentially a ^^-^qn^wscclsi^ 

*Jeffenon% Correflpondenc*, \ieU«c cxui. ' 

£2 



54 SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

being, self-government by the people is the only 
legitimate form of civil government 

The law of justice between man and man es- 
tablishes the republican principle. Let every 
man accord to every other the possession and 
enjoyment of his own, his rights as well as his 
property, and a republic will be the necessary 
consequence. A republic is only the application 
of the law of justice to politics. The result is 
invariable equality. The just is nothing but the 
equal. If, therefore, what are right and wrong, 
are right and wrong everywhere, irrespective 
of locality, and always irrespective of time or 
change, it is absurd to allege that one form of 
government is just and right in America, and not 
equally and exclusively so in Europe, Asia, or 
Africa. 

When our Saviour propounded the universal 
law of human conduct, he reduced mankind to 
a level ; he recognised no higher personage in 
morals than our " neighbour." When we have 
discharged our duty to our "neighbour," we 
have fulfilled our duty to mankind ; for mankind 
are our equals and not our superiors, and we owe 
to our " neighbour" neither obedience nor alle- 
glance, 
-As the word just has an a\>ao\ute ivgwi^^^oti, 



8ELF-OOYSRNMENT. 65 

50 the word free has but one meaning, and ad- 
mits of no ^qualified sense or any comparative 
degrees. An action is just or unjust ; a govem- 
ment is firee or it is despotic. If it leave every man ; 
in the possession of his native liberty, it is free ; 
if it depredate upon and circumscribe that liberty 
in the least degree, it is arbitrary and oppressive. 
No circumstances can alter the nature of justice ; • 
none can palliate the severity and wrong of des^ 
potism. As justice is practicable under all cir- 
cumstances, because it has its foundation in the 
nature and constitution of man, so is self-govern- 
ment, his ability for which is in like manner 
predicated upon his moral attributes; and the 
universal practicability of self-government is no 
more to be questioned than the universal practica- 
bility of private morals. A treatise on politics 
that adopts all the various forms of government 
as equally legitimate, simply because they have 
all at one time, and in one place or another, been 
actually reduced to practice, is as absurd as a 
treatise on morals sanctioning all the actual usa- 
ges and practices of mankind. 

For more than sixty years the Americans have 

been governed by a government of lVi«x kswbl ^ 

institution, laws of their own ma\iDg^, axA ^jw* 

^raocs snd magktratea of th^ ovni ^<^Ocks»^ 
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This is self-government. It is free government 
If, in every country, the majority in numbers were 
predominant in power, the main body of every 
people would necessarily prevail in the adminis- 
tration of the state, and thus examples of self- 
government would be universal. But in politi- 
cal arithmetic, it is said, two and two do not al- 
ways make four. The subjects of political in« 
~ vcstigation are moral, not physical quantities, and 
the relative strength of different divisions of a 
community cannot be determined by their rela- 
tive physical force, but only by their comparative 
amount of intellectual and moral strength, which 
is the presidmg and governing principle of the 
universe. 

It will not, therefore, be hastily concluded, 
from a merely numerical superiority of the gov- 
erned over the governors, which is found to be 
the greatest in the most despotic countries, 
that the will of the people does ultimately pre- 
vail, independently of the form in which the 
government may be administered. A conclu- 
sion so preposterous will be avoided, by having 
regard to the force of prejudice, of antiquity, and 
of 5uperstition, as well as to the vast authority 
derived by the established po'ww itom ^ c^wtrol 
f the ordinary channels oi Qli^ sltaX.^ ^^ xxoSsssr 
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putcd exercise of the powers of sovereignty, a 
possession of the posts of office, and the availa- 
ble and devoted resources of the treasury and 
military. Self-government is a government of 
free and deliberative opinion. The public mind, 
influenced by passion, or fear, or passive acqui- 
escence, does not form opinions, but prejudices; 
and public and political measures based upon 
them are not the result of choice, but of a Idnd 
of moral necessity. 

It 18 afasord, .therefore, to declare that all gov- 
enaa&fiB^ aie self-governments. Nor are any 
govempMnts such, except those under which the 
people themselves possess and exercise the entire 
sovereignty. When a people do not govern 
(themselves, they are governed. All govern- 
ments are either governments of force or gov- 
ernments of topinion ; governments of usurpation, 
or governments of consent There are no inter- 
mediate stages between the two. Compounds 
of monarchy^ aristocracy, and democracy are 
not the less sovereignties exercised over the peo- 
ple, because limited : the voice of the nation, in 
being subjected to modification, is controlled.* 

* Deraot omnino ei populo multa qui sub He^ eaX\ VIi'y6^ 
imuque Jlbeitag; qam non in ep est, vX juMto MlAmxa iton\V«s 
^edatmOa.'-DeRepnb., Jib. ii, c. 
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Indeed, so absurd and unjust are the prejudices 
on which such governments are established, that 
they ne>*er could have been conceived of in a 
rational view of the public good, and must, con- 
sequently, be sustained by an enormous power 
independently of the public will. And hence 
we find monarchy always accompanied and for- 
tified either by an aristocracy or hierarchy, or by 
both. It must be fortified by kindred prejudices 
and sympathetic influences. The broad and sub- 
stantial interests and wishes of the people must 
be compromised by the prerogatives of a faction 
— not the less a faction for the considerable per- 
sons that compose it — subsisting for itself in der- 
ogation of common rights, and rioting in the ex- 
ercise of unlawful power ; an evil which repub- 
lics have only to dread, but which monarchiies 
constantly experience. 

The plea on which such governments are sus- 
tained, and all others that are not self-govern- 
ments, is that alike of all individual tyrants and 
all organized tyrannies — necessity. Men, say 
monarchists, are incompetent to govern them- 
selves, therefore they must be governed ; some- 
thing must be abated from those proud rights 
which they arrogate by nature.* 

* "Society requires not only that the passions of individoalB 
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Indeed, the sentiment is quite universal, that 
the exercise of self-government requires very for- 
tuitous circumstances, and an uncommon moral 
and intellectual superiority. Even those are of 
this opinion who do not scruple to affirm that 
it is the only legitimate government. But that 
Nature could have so constituted or placed any 
part of mankind, that one mode of government, 
that of being governed by others, should be ^ 
practicable but wrong, and the only other mode, i>^ 
self-government, right but impracticable, is equal- 
ly at variance with my ideas of God and of my 
fellow-men. 

The extreme of vice is of course excluded 
from these speculations, as, like the extreme of 
virtue, it is nowhere to be found ; and either 
would probably, though by means totally unlike 
and adverse, arrive at the same result, the total 
annihilation of all government. 

Nor do we mean to affirm that every nation 
would be alike skilful in the exercise of self- 
should be subjected, but that even in the mass and body, as weU 
as in the individuals, the inclinations of men should frequently be 
thwarted, their will controlled, and their passions brought into 
subjection. This can only be done by a power out of themselva, 
and not in the exercise of its function, subject to that will and 
to those passions which it is its office to bridle and subdue."— 
Bnrkie** Refl. oa Franch Rev. 
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governraent, but that each would exert the de^ 
gree of skill required by their wants^ and pro-- 
portioned to the importance of their civil and 
political affairs. 

Surely, if we are right in our idea of govern^ 
ment, that all the obligations to which it lend» 
its sanction, except such as are purely conven- 
tional, and respect merely its mechanical arrange-' 
ment and support, exist by nature anterior to 
any regularly organized society, for the due dis-* 
charge whereof we are answerable to God, there 
must inhere in our constitution, in order to .lajT 
the foundation for that responsibility, a compe-^ 
tency to discern and fulfil them. 

And, indeed, were it, in this late age of the* 
world, yet problematical whether self-govern- 
ment by the people be practicable, and, if prac- 
ticable, whether its adoption be sanctioned by 
wisdom and experience, to whom would the so- 
lution of these problems belong, and who could 
avail himself of their practical results 7 If mon^ 
archy and aristocracy be the forms of govern- 
ment agreeable to nature, who are the monarch^ 
and nobles by nature 1 *^ One is not bom," said 
he irbom jMrinciple and nature made a republican, 
bat circumstances and axxA3A&oii ^xi eax^^tor^ 
one is not Jfom. with a bool oix \ia \e^^ ^aA 
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another with a pack-saddle on his back. There 
are no naked kings ; they must all be dressed/' 
The inabUity of men to govern themselves in- 
volves their incompetency to designate either L 
how or by whom they shall be governed. The 
claim to rule nations by Divine designation or 
appointment has been long since exploded ; and, 
even were an exception to be made in favour 
of settled dynasties, whence could we derive a 
claim for the sovereigns of a new country 1 If it 
be, then, the pleasure of the Being who made us 
tliat we be rtdedy he has imposed on those he has 
destined to the sovereignty, as well as those he 
has marked for subordination, a duty arising le- 
gitimately out of their circumstances and rela- 
tions, of which they are not and cannot be ap- 
prized ; and which he has, therefore, rendered 
them incompetent, as moral and dutiful creatures, 
to discharge. Thus, whoever make it impera- 
tive upon society to sustain an independent and 
arbitrary domination, establish a plan as agree- 
able to the course of nature and file will of God, 
the execution of which, otherwise than by means 
clearly contradictory to that will, is utterly im- 
possible ; it must be achieved, if ft\i\e^%dL ^\. ^^ 
tiuvi^h accident, usurpation, violence, «iA exvsxkfc. 

True, human affaira do not caa^o^ ^«x ^iosa^- 

F 
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tive perfection, but have been deranged by our 
depravity. This derangement, however, extends 
only to the course of human affairs ; it does not 
impair the essential relations of things. Our 
duties and obligations remain the same; conse- 
quently, our rights and social relations remain 
unimpaired, as they depend not upon human 
character y but upon human natwre. 

It is of no avail for the advocate of arbitrary 
power to assert the imperfection incident to every- 
thing human in our present terrestrial condiliony 
and that, since we will but imperfectly control 
our own passions, they must be controlled by 
others. His king is embraced in the wide circle 
of humanity, and is placed under the same exi- 
gency as ourselves. The kmg, therefore, needs 
the same control as his meanest slave; and, if 
his subjects are to impose this control upon^him 
and his actions, they must, after all, intermedi- 
ately impose it on themselves, and do not require 
the interposition of a royal automaton. 

It is not sirfKcient to convict the people of 
wrong in attempting to assume thdir own gov- 
ernment, but some right must be shown to ex- 
ist independedfly in the prince. If we must be 
governed, his authority to govern does not fol- 
low as a necessary corollary. 
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Royalty can plead no exemption from the in- 
firmities incident to humanity. Indeed, to exer- 
duse sovereignty oyer others demands much high- 
er qualifications than to impose the control neces- 
sary to self-government upon one's self. If, 
therefore, the deficiency exist inherently in sub- 
jects, a much greater deficiency must be predi- 
cated of the prince; and if the advocates of 
monarchical institutions should assert the advan- 
tages of circumstances and position to accom- 
plish the one better than the other for his offices 
and duties, it may be conclusively replied, that 
tbey desert the discussion of the natural rights 
and relations of man, and argue from the arbi- 
trary allotments of society. Nor can it be denied 
that the post of government is the very worst 
place to discipline one for government ; and that 
those only know how to command who have 
once learned thoroughly to obey. The passive 
submission, the pernicious flattery, the unbounded 
sycophancy that attend upon kings, cherish the 
most depraved passions of the heart ; and they 
are accordingly found to be the proudest, the L 
most arbitrary, the weakest, the most cruel and 
licentious of human beings. Where will you 
find in private stations the enormity of vice that 
is heralded with the lineage of king&l la^iMi 
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do we seek for a Nero, a Caligula, a Domitian, 
a Dionysius, an Alexander of Pherae, a Richard 
nL, a Henry VIII., a Mary, a Philip 11., but upon 
the throne. The best and greatest examples of 
kings and despots are those who have risen 

/ from private life ; such were two of the Csesars, 
Cromwell, and Bonaparte. 

It is but too true that our nature is full of 
contradictions, errors, and infirmities ; but these 
are to be moderated by conflicting with each 
other, and harmonized, as the antagonist forces 
and apparent disorders of the material world are 
harmonized, by balancing, and correcting, and 
repairing the defects of each other. To crown 
one man king is to give these evils free scope ; 
it makes them arbitrary and supreme, and gives 
them license to depredate upon the earth. The 
passions are what we have to fear. But who 

^ can suppose that the evils of our system are at all 
compromised by making the passions of one sov* 
ereign ; not abating anything from, but cherishing 
the evil nature of one, and givipg it the efficiency 
of all : or, at least, better compromised than if 
the passions of all were left to oppose and mod- 
erate each other, and adjust the universal har- 
monjr; than if, for instance, fti^ ^n&a of one 
jrare opposed to the pride oi ano^kei^X^ V93^«& 
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emulation, rather than that the arrogance of a 
Haman should be armed with power to execute 
exterminating vengeance on ft whole nation ? 

Do the vast body of the people need an inde- 
pendent power to oppose and assail their inter- 
ests and their wishes 1 Compromises do some- 
times take place in human affairs; but these^ 
when wise, are the results of necessity, not of 
choice. The only proper checks and balances in ^ 
a constitution are those that necessarily and natu<< 
rally arise out of the rights and interests to be 
protected. 

We are not more unfit to be our own govern- 
ors than to be governed. Duties and obligations 
are reciprocal ; those we owe to the state are 
exactly correspondent with those the state owes 
us ; and if the due measure of both is not definite 
and fixed, and as intelligible to the one party as /^ 
the other, we are as unfit to be subjects as sov- 
ereigns. 

The relation of individuals to government and 
society, as well as all other relations subsisting 
between men, in every capacity human nature 
is capable of assuming, are comprehended in our 
moral duties to our neighbouT, and \m\N^t^'d!&<] 
embraced within the sphere of out moi^ ^^> 
eountabilitjr. Is it possible that sudi «l tesjjooSL* 

F 2 
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bility could be predicated of a condition wherein 
we are unable to perceive or to do what apper- 
tains to us 1 Is it possible that we are bound 
by nature to render to each and all others their 
right, and are yet incompetent by nature to dis- • 
cern what it is, and to perform what is thus our 
moral duty ? If we can acquit ourselves of our 
duties to each individually, as the whole have no 
rights but what are the rights of each, we can dis* 
charge our duties to all collectively. Our duties 
as citizens are merely a part of our duties ** as 
neighbours," and comprehended in the great law 
of Christian morality as expounded by our Sa- 
viour. Unless, therefore, that fundamental pre- 
cept presuppose a greater degree of intellectual 
and moral capability than mankind are universal- 
ly possessed of, the whole family of man are com- 
petent to sustain and discharge the duties of free 
citizens of a free commonwealth. Hence our 
competency for, and our right to self-government 
Can it be believed by a rational and intelligent 
man, that the Author of our nature has super- 
added a moral sanction to our social and relative 
duties, and has yet left us inadequately provided 
for the fulfilment of them ? Nay, while we are 
confessedly competent to s\is^.i\ii \!ti^ xes^wisiLVMr 
and the agency o£ moxii excatesiWA vc^ ^ 
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those higher duties which we owe immediately 
to God, can we not respond to the obligations we 
owe each other? Have we been made com- 
petent for the one, and are we not competent for 
the other? Has the Supreme Being been so 
provident of the regard due from us to one an- 
other, that, while He has intrusted us with the 
guardianship of our own conduct as the subjects 
of His empire. He is unwilling that we should be 
committed to our own discretion in a matter of 
merely terrestrial import, and, in His infinite view, 
of entirely subordinate interest ? Has He intrust- 
ed us with the care of our eternal salvation, and 
not ventured to commit to us the conduct and 
supervision of all our temporal affairs ? 

The advocates of arbitrary power, so that it 
be properly acclimated, and fall to the dole of 
ignorance and misfortune, do yet steadfastly in- 
sist upon the nobihty and supremacy of man, as 
a being furnished with the prerogatives of sover- 
eignty over the earth, and endowed with a nature 
in the semblance of God himself. Vain boast- 
ing, if, while the lower orders of creation are 
competent to fulfil the ends of their being, and by 
the force of mere animal instinct to regulate their 
own economy; if, while manhimseUSs %o ^nsv- 
danUjr supplied for the sustenance oi Y^ ^voi^ 
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nature, those exalted gifts and prerogatives must 
prove so entirely futile in enabling him to fortify 
himself upon the very threishold of existence. 
Wretched is our supremacy, if we be found un- 
able to maintain those just and equal relations 
upon which we depend for our entire protection, 
and to which all our rights and terrestrial enjoy- 
ments are made subordinate. 

Upon a hypothesis contrary to that laid down, 
the continual occurrences of the providence of 
God are as inexplicable as the apparent injustice 
of his original disposition of us. Look at the va- 
rious nations of the earth. Their different expe- 
riences, which are but the experiences of various 
communities of private individuals, are, to a great 
extent, owing to their different governments. 
Wars that devastate the earth, and peace and 
plenty that replenish it; commerce and education, 
that cultivate society, and the preservation of 
rights, that afford the enjoyment of life, liberty, 
and individual happiness, are in the highest de- 
gree dependant upon municipal regulation, the 
effects of which, in all their rigour or all their 
benignity, must be sustained by the constituent 
people. When they are thus made answerable 
to God and to each other 'm \Kv& ^\M\r ^xvd arti- 
&:ial capacity, ought they iiOl/\xi*yasS\^>^a ^lir 
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trol this relation, and should not their probation 
be coextefisive with the sphere of their retribu- 
tions 1 And yet, if they are not, m their natural - 
state and independently of adventitious circum- 
stances, able to govern themselves, they may, nay, 
in most cases must, be rendered responsible for a 
culpability not their own. The earliest instincts 
of humanity teach us that when we have done no 
wrong we should be obnoxious to no punish- 
ment ; that our duties as a neighbour and a citi- 
zen are embraced within the sphere of our moral 
agency, and ought legitimately to be not less un- 
der our control than our duties as a husband and 
a father. I am a party to the government in the 
effects of its measures and regulations, I ought to 
be in establishing those measures and regulations. 
If the relation of governors and governed commu- 
nicate downward, it should be communicative up- 
ward ; and, when any barrier^are interposed by 
accident or usurpation :to self-government, they 
interrupt the free communication which Nature, 
in the equity of her distributions, originally estab- 
lished between our duties and our responsibilities. 
An individual has the same right to be inde- 
pendent that a nation has. 
. Whence otherwise does man, vjYveW\et ^v^- 
ized or savage, denve that innate feeVm^ oi \sv- 
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dependence that revolts at servitode, and tbat 
prompts him, in every emergency, to rely upon 
and act for himself? Why do the efforts of 
those who aspire, even vamly, at their own gov- 
emment, elicit so much of the admiration of the 
world 1 Why does the fate of Brutus even yet 
awaken a tear of sympathetic emotion, though 
be reposes beneath the ruins of republican Rome? 
Why does the cause of the Polish exile come 
with the inspiration of poetry and mu^c to the 
heart 1 Is it not that there is something natural 
to man in self-government, and that Nature has 
placed a cord in every breast, which, despite of 
human sophistry on the one hand, or fatal mis- 
chance on the other, will resound to a single 
note of liberty from any part or any period of 
the world ? 

This natural impatience of control, this admi- 
ration for those who sacrifice themselves at the 
altar of Liberty, are useless passions, and with* 
out any correspondent aim, unless the Deity 
made us for self-government 5 nay, an incredible 
artifice of Nature to seduce us from the path of 
legitimate obedience, and subject us to the accu- 
mulated evils of a most jealous tyranny. Contin- 
uaJJjr thwarted in what we feeVowt^^\N«& c.oai- 
to achieve, unable to ^ssett ^xi\\Ae^\A- 
FenVed to us witk eyislexice, ^e ^^>^ 




SSLF-G0VER14MENT. 71 

Otherwise appear at a war with ourselves, in 
which the worst cause must triumph, and the 
more worthy and honourable principles of our 
nature be ignobly sacrificed. 

With what wondrous potency are examples 
of self-government charged. One of the chief 
causes of the revolutionary movement in France 
was, undoubtedly, the successful achievement of 
our independence. That revolution inflamed 
England, and Italy, and Germany, while it 
roused all Europe from the sleep of centuries. 

K the principle of self-government is not in 
harmony with the nature of man, why have his 
energies been developed just in the proportion 
that he has governed himself? It would be in 
vain to inquire, upon any other principle, for the 
reason that free governments, occupying as they 
have b^t a small portion of the geography and 
chronology of the world, have gone so far towards 
monopolizing its history 1 Although the tran- 
sactions of the ancient republics transpired upon a 
small theatre, all that is classic in literature, pro- 
found in science, or illustrious in greatness, seems 
to be intimately associated with them. And al- 
though, among the moderns, the exami^les o€ 
such states have been too few, and too sm.'dL^^^TA 
too imperfect to establish the arg;um«o\.,^fe^^*^2Ck 
iDodem as in all oth^ ages, history giov^-^VcK«^^- 
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tant just in the degree that the government of 
the people of whom it is written approximates 
to self-government. 

With just pride, the unexampled prosperity of 
our own country may be adduced. The com- 
monplaces of hyperbole are sober statements of 
truth when applied to the rapid march of culti- 
vation over our land. From a bankrupt colony 
we have become the second commercial nation 
of the world. From a population equal to that 
of only two counties in Great Britain, we boast 
now to equal, if not surpass, her in numbers. 
From being confined upon the Atlantic seaboard 
by the ocean^ our right, and savages and in- 
terminable wlR^rnesses on bur left, we have sub- 
dued and occupied half a continent Cities and 
villages spring from beneath the feet of the ad- 
venturer as he pauses at the West ; and those of 
a few years in this, challenge comparison with 
the growth of as many centuries in other couih 
tries. Education and Christianity are so widely 

' difiiised that they seem to knock at every man's 

door, and almost to beg admission for the gifts 

and offerings they bring. Churches and schools^ 

and books and newspapers, are identified with 

the most intimate habits oi \ke ^eo'^Y^. Oquh 

oierce floats upon arti&ciai nvecs,wATv&»^''wjfiDL 
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the speed of the elements, in artificial vales. In 
estimating the more prominent characteristics of 
the whole, so commonly shared are the necessary 
comforts and substantial supports of life as to 
make us overlook them, and foiget that in these 
the humblest cultivator of the soil may challenge 
comparison with the wealthiest banker. We 
forget that every loghouse furnishes a satisfac- 
tory meal to the duntiest appetite ; that when 
it sends forth its youthful inmates to feed else- 
where, in a sound mind and sound body, it gives 
tfaem all that is needful to feed themselves ; that 
Merit seeks no patron> and Poverty itself does ^ 
not ask alms. 

Let those who think the picture exaggerated 
and overcharged look at the condition of the 
great mats in other countries. I will not say the 
few ; as the wild beasts of the wood might as 
"Well claim to restrain the cultivating hand of 
nan, and viodicate the wilderness for their do- 
mun, as a few, in any country, claim a monop- 
oly of the benefits which God has made for the 
common enjoyment of all. Look at the mass in ^ 
other countries. What proportion of them are 
beggared ? What proportion of them know o( 
ike protecting arm of government exee^X. m ^^ 
eaperiaice of the puDisiiiBentB it iixG&fite'\ ^ ^^ 

O 
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mild, consolatory, and reforming influences of 
Christianity, except in the exaction of tithes and 
penances ? of the importance of education^ ex- 
cept in the frowning a^ect of their colleges 1 
How many of the mass till their own lands, sleep 
in their own houses, and eat the bread they earn? 
Whoever, upon the survey of these circumstan- 
ces, judges the language we have used to con- 
vey too strong an impression of our comparative 
advantages, may be allowed to impeach our de- 
scription as declamatory and idle. 

Revolutions in favour of liberal principles 
have ever been prolific periods of greatness. 
When will revive our revolutionary congress of 
great men ? Look through the slumbering ages 
of despotic France, and you will search in vain 
for the mighty energy that characterized the pe- 
riod when each individual in that nation indul- 
ged, however delusively, the thought that he was 
an integral part of it, and a unit in society — ^the 
ennobling persuasion that, from the abject condi- 
tion of a subject, he bad become his own sover- 
eign. You will hardly find such a galaxy of il- 
lustrious orators, statesmen, and generals as in- 
troduced, flurected, and closed her disastrous 
revolution of '82. The same causes operated 
in the neighbouring islands of Britain, and that 
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kingdom must wait for another such display of 
genius and eloquence as characterized her own 
senate at that period, until the same principles 
again agitate the elements of society on her 
own or on neighbouring soil. No man in his 
senses can be supposed to justify the deeds 
of that revolution ; and I do not speak of it in 
that view. I refer merely to the mighty energy 
which the mere persuasion of freedom, though 
false and delusive, developed in those who were 
the subjects of such a sentiment, and elicited 
firom the antagonist minds of others. If a vi- 
cious freedom rouse human agency to such stri- 
king achievements, ^hat may we not expect 
under a just and true freedom, where human 
power, equally stimulated and strengthened, is 
expended for the promotion of human happi- 
ness? 

Upon a review of all these consideratioiis, can 
we still subscribe to the sentiment that man, 
when he needs a magistrate, must make a ty- 
rant; when he wants a goyemment, must make 
himself a slave 1 Is it not more conformable to 
truth, as well as to the generous impulses of our 
nature, to assert the dignity of the human mind 
as sufficient for its condition, and to vindicate 
tl^ providence of our Maker in adap^^ \>& \& 
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all the exigencies of our state 1 Certainly there 
is a character of truth, thovgh perhaps some- 
thing of irreverence, in the remark of Jefferson, 
*^ If the people cannot manage self-government, 
it will be hard for me to believe that Grod is not 
a malevolent Being." 

It lAay be insisted that these conclusions are 
falsified by historical truth, and, consequently, 
directly opposed to the absolute results of actual 
experience. Indeed, so universally prevalent is 
the opinion that history bears witness against 
the competency of men for self-government, 
that it passes ahnost universally unquestioned, 
and is esteemed a quite well-established, and al- 
most incontrovertible position. 

It is falsely said that republics have not 
proved to be of long contmuance, and this false 
assumption is sophistically alleged as concluave 
proof of their inability to answer the ends of 
their creation ; as if despotic institutions might 
claim to be exempted from the ruin incident to 
everything human ; and as if a government, to 
be good, must be eternal. 

I do not find that republics were more evanes* 
cent in ancient times than other governments. I 
do find that they excelled in whatever contrib- 
uted to the embellishment and happiness of life^ 
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in arts and knowledge, in defending themselves 
from dangers, in reviving under disasters, in sub- 
dumg enemies and planting cities, in making 
themselves honoured and feared ; and that thus 
their destruction was the more signal. The Ro- 
man republic lasted as long as the Roman mon- 
archy of the West ; the Carthaginian republic 
lasted as long as the Spartan monarchy ; and the 
Athenian republic endured a century longer than 
the Macedonian kmgdom. 

But the decision of this subordinate question is 
entirely apart from the merits of republican gov- 
ernment, and the practicability of self-govern- 
ment by the people. The ability of collective 
bodies of men to govern themselves must depend 
solely upon their capacity, morally and intellect- 
ually, to establish and enforce laws suited to the 
exigencies of their condition. Their strength 
and courage to defend a free government may 
affect its permanency, but, so long as it endures, 
cannot impeach its intrinsic excellence, nor, if it 
endure at all, its absolute feasibility. If, as a 
form ofgovemmerUy it accomplidies all the ends 
designed by any mere form, it belongs to the 
people to defmd their institutions and preserve 
their independence. All people have by nature 
merit enough to govern themselves ] but all ^eo- 

Q2 
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pie may not still have intelligence and vigilanoi 
enough to defend their crwn favourite institu- 
tions. We may hope for their continuance, we 
may fear their destruction ; but the object itself 
remains the same, independently of our hopes 
and fears. A bad government would not, in it* 
self, be any worse, if from extrinsic causes it 
should be rendered perpetual, however pitiable 
the condition of its subjects might be. So, on 
the other hand, the government and dominion of 
Rome, pronounced eternal by her orators and 
poets, have not been rendered less complete and 
perfect by our subsequent knowledge of their 
ruin, notwithstanding that the condition of the 
people was more precarious, and their glory more 
unsubstantial than they imagined. If an able 
and efficient prince be supplanted by fraud and 
violence, and an insolent and tyrannous usurper 
reign in his stead, are the ability and efficiency 
of his previous administration necessarily impli- 
cated in his disasters ? Neither, if a republic be 
of short duration, is the ability of its constituents 
to govern themselves necessarily called in ques- 
tion; such a misfortune only involves their in- 
competency to perpetuate it. We need not be 
prophets, but only statesmen, to exercise a deci* 
sive choice among governments; for we have 
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only to decide upon their present relative value 
and intrinsic merit* It vis early enough to make 
the election of a bad one when it is forced upon 
us by the compulsion of necessity ; we may en- 
dure a bad government, but will never choose 
one. Meanwhile, a march will be gained upon 
the hard and adverse conditions of our being. 

No govemipent has yet proved immortal. The 
most stupendous fabrics of despotism have not 
withstood the brunt of time. Governments 
that were the enemies, as well as those that were 
the friends of humanity, are mouldering in mon- 
umental history. Why should we not reject all 
forms because all are alike transitory? And 
riiall not men of science relinquish the present 
advanced state and improved condition of the 
sciences, because they have not resulted in the 
discovery of the philosopher's stone, or the in- 
vention of a restorative of human life ? 

If History is to be interrogated as to whether 

* " It is common to say, * Wait ; these are early days. The 
e x pe ri ment will fail yet.' The experiment of the particular 
oaoatiUitioiia of the United States may fail ; but the gpreat prin- 
ciple which, whether successfully or not, it strives to imbody— 
the capacity of mankind for self-government— is established 
iunvBt, It has, as Mr. Madison said, proved a thing previously 
held impossible. If a revolution were to take place to-morrow ,. 
in the United States, it remains an historical fact that, for half a % 
century, a people has been self-governed.**— Miss Martinean*i 
QocMHyinAmakM, rai I, chap. i. 



80 SELF-OOYBRNMENT. 

all men are competent by nature to goTem them- 
selves^ let her be asked, what that could be call- 
ed a republic has ever proved recreant to the 
ends of its mstitution, and has not, accordmg to 
the peculiar relations of its people, their age, 
their country, their natural constitution, and ac- 
quired character and habits, been found to govern 
wisely, efficiently, and justly ? Are not the in- 
stitutions and laws of republics more curious rec- 
ords of practical wisdom and political skill, as 
well as of public virtue and scrupulous justice, 
than can be paralleled throughout the universal 
constitution of monarchical and despotic gov- 
ernments of the same period 1 While we may 
inquire, whence are tyrannies 1 whence the op- 
pression mankind have suffered from the ear- 
Uest ages, by means of ignorance, weakness, 
and licentiousness? Tyrants and despots are 
the names of kings and emperors. Hereditary 
legislators and governors, those who inherit by 
their bodies the sovereignty over millions of their 
fellows, who suck in its delicious sweets from 
the breasts of crowned nurses, governors by Di- 
vine right, these have fertilized the pages of 
history with blood — domestic blood —the blood 
of peace. Sometimes, indeed, as in the case of 
the French Revolution, demagogues and anar- 
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mobs and factioDS, have assumed ihe 
name and the authority of the people, and with 
the cap of liberty upon their heads, and the sa- 
cred name of the republic in their mouths, have 
treated the people as slaves, and sacrificed them 
as brutes. Unless we believe the only actual 
difference between one government and another 
to consist in the name, despotism, not republican 
government, must be held responsible for such 
enormities. So far as men have suffered from 
bad governments, just to that extent have they 
been tyrannized over, in opposition to their wills, 
by arbitrary power— just to that extent have they 
bem governed. 

Let not Liberty, then, be flouted with the re- 
proach of our inability to preserve^ as proof of 
her incapacity to govern ; others have niisruled, 
and many in her name, but never with her sanc- 
tion ; so far from it, that all tyrants and tyran- 
nies must be judged by the manner and the ex- 
tent of their deviation from her prescribed rules. 
Let self-government stand approved a mode of 
government the most perfectly adapted to reason 
and nature, adorned by the most brilliant pages 
of history, and a refuge accessible to all men 
whom God has made, whatever be their geniuS| 
characteri or condition. 
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t As Americans, at least, we will cherish and 
defend it, while to cherish an4 defend it is a vir- 
tue ; we will maintain it, since, by the reluctant 
concession of its enemies, it is in itself the most 
perfect form of which political affairs are suscep- 
tible ; we will stand by it in honour of our na- 
ture, since every other political system is based 
upon human degradation. 

The voice of History has been belied. It 
yields its decisive testimony in favour of the 
practicability of self-government ; as it discloses 
to us the fact of the actual exercise by man of 
his own government, under all the various phases 
which his nature, with its destitutions and in- 
firmities, its ignorance and precariousness, has 
ever exhibited; from the wandering Tartar and 
primitive Indian, through the successive revolu- 
tions, gradual advances, and final perfection of 
Greek and Roman society, down to the latest pe- 
riod of modem times, with our luxuries cheap- 
ened by science, our territory widely extended by 
nature, and our habits modified by Christianity, 
in republican America.* 

Whether we refer ourselves, therefore, to the 

♦ Caesar, De Bel. Gal., L iv., 23. Tacitus, De Ger., xi., 7. 
Sobert8on*8 America, 162. 3effeTfiQnD!& NVoiVlb, nqL ir,^ 278. 
Colden'a Hist, of the Fi?e NalioixB, paasMn. S«»> iX%Q,'lK6r 
^iri's Greece, chap, iii., sec 2- 
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perfections of the Being who made us, the 
goodness and wisdom of His purposes and the 
rectitude of His pritrvidence, or to our experience 
of our own constitution, and the unsophistica- 
ted, unbought sympathies of our nature, or to 
the testimony of historical truth, we meet with 
but one uniform result, equally consonant with 
our ideas of the Creator and honourable to our- / 
selves, that bian is, by nature, independently of 
adventitioiis circumstances^ competent to govern 

HIMSELF. 

Society is, therefore, when legitimately con- 
stituted, entirely voluntary in its origin, and civil 
government must derive all its legitimate pow- 
ers from the consent of the governed. We, in 
our public capacity as the people, retain our 
right to be judges in our own cause, and the max- 
im of contrary import is applicable only to pri- 
vate and individual disputes. And, indeed, to 
whom could the whole community resign this 
power 1 Not cfertainly to one, or to any of its 
constituent members; since, in being the consti- 
tuted judges in the cause of all the rest, they 
would necessarily retain the prerogative of judg- 
ing in their own. Hence the futility of Burke's 
objection to self-government : " ' ^o tcv^xi ^^ 
be the Judge iq bis own cause*/ \JY ^^5cii& ^"wSft. 
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person bas at once divested himself of the fibnrt 
fundamental right of uncovenanted man, that is, 
to judge for himself and assert his own cause.'' 
We have seen that, in free communities, the set- 
tling of disputes according to that fundamental 
rule is merely an accommodation of interests, hj 
a mode to which all who compose the socie^ 
have voluntarily consented, and by men whom 
they have voluntarily chosen. The citizens still 
virtually judge for themselves by their agents. 
They themselves judge, not divested of any 
rights, but only of their passions, which would 
otherwise disqualify them fbr the honest exercise 
of those rights. 

Females, infants, maniacs, and idiots are not 
allowed a voice in national affairs. As to ma* 
niacs and idiots, as they are not rational and 
moral beings, they want the necessary conditions 
of political freedom. In&nts are, for a time, en- 
tirely helpless by nature; Nature indicates to 
them, therefore, during that period, a condition 
of necessary dependance, and provides, in the af- 
fectionate solicitude of the parent, for their neces- 
sary protection during its continuance. Thqr 
are free by nature as moral beings; but they 
iave not yet arrived at tiie loaXxvdl^ of that na- 
tare. The only difficoitj liea 'm ^^\«nisacb2D% 
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when they arrive at that maturity. If the law • 
prescribe too late a period, the law is wrong in 
that respect, but not in excluding infants^ prop- 
erly so designated. Woman has all th6 requi- 
sites of political freedom in their perfection. But 
whether or not she has been confined to the cir- 
cle of domestic life by the appointment of Prov- 
idence, and subjected to the dominion of man by 
an express ordinance of Heaven,* are questions 
which I do not care to discuss, as I would rather 
admit the invalidity of the exception than im- 
pair the force of the general rule- 
Liberty is inherent and inalienable ; but, what- 
ever the right of a people under an arbitrary 
government may be to vindicate their freedom, 
the declaration is not intended tq be made, that it 
is just and proper for any one, or a few, to as- 
sert that right without any reasonable prospect 
of success, but with the certainty of involving a 
kingdom in discord and blood ; or that it is the 
individual duty of each subject to be a rebd. It 
is a common remark, that what would have been 
esteemed a treasonable rebellion had not success 
glorified it, is often lauded as a most just and 
glorious revolution. That fickleness of o^uivyci 

* " Tbydenre Bball be to thy husband, and Yie a\ia2l^.raX!a v««t 

H 
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on this subject, which the remark is deigned to 
reprove, is the offspring of a just sentiment ; for 
although it be not only the right, but the duty, of 
the concurrent whole to assert their freedom, yet, 
if the artificial strength of the government be 
far superior to what a revoH in favour of liberal 
principles can excite against it, and the mass of 
the people so acquiescent in a state'of servitude 
that it is in vain to attempt resistance, the mag- 
nanimous impulses of liberty can never justify 
an attempt that must inevitably end in riveting 
the chains of slavery. The question, under such 
circumstances, will involve considerations of pru- 
dence which no rational man can or will disre- 
gard ; and a man has 'no more right to discard the 
use of his reason and the ordinary maxims of pru- 
dence in the government of his conduct, than he 
has to discard the use of his moral faculties. 
Lideed, the gift of the latter presupposes the 
full and complete exercise of the former. Thus, 
though circumstances do not impair human rights, 
they may and ought to influence us in our de- 
liberations about wresting them from the hand of 
oppression; and if we see an unfortunate issue 
to the struggle to be inevitable, we cannot, with- 
out renouncing our understandings and becoming 
temporarily mad, engage in it. 
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However, this is a consideration for the op- 
pressed alone ; it is no argument for the oppress- 
or. He can only allege the right of the strong- 
est, which, in the very nature of moral reason- 
ing, can never be any right at all. Be it once 
granted that all are universally competent to 
practice self-government, the tyrant is stripped 
of his plea, the usurper must be dumb in his own 
justification, and the monarch must abdicate his 
throne, how ancient soever the tyranny that up- 
holds it, or live in a state of lawless and adulter- 
ous union with Power. 
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CHAPTER in. 

The same Sabjects continaed. 

NoTHiNO can be more simple than the theory 
of republican gov^nment It may be readily 
comprehended by the plainest minds ; it appeals 
to the first maxims of common-sense observa- 
tion, and the universal principles of morals. 
When you tell the plainest man that every one 
understands his OAvn business best, that every one 
is the best guardian of his own interests, you 
appeal to acknowledged truths, which he has 
long since known to be of constant application 
in the daily affairs of common life. When you 
tell him that God never made one man to be the 
master of another, you appeal to sentiments to 
which no human bosom is a stranger. When you 
tell him that we sustain, in the ordinary allot- 
ments of Providence, the consequences of our 
political regulations and civil laws, and ought, 
therefore, to have the making of them ; that we 
are moral beings, and therefore invested by 
Providence with the regulation of our own con- 
duct ifl all our moral relations, he is at no loss 
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to recognise the ready application and irresisti- 
ble force of fundamental moral rules. In the 
plainness and simplicity of republican princi- 
ples, the characteristics of truth and justice are 
manifest Government, like religion, is essential 
to our happiness, and was designed by the Au- 
thor of our being for universal use ; it is a proof 
of the justice and propriety of a scheme of gov- 
ernment, as it is of the genuineness of a religious 
system, that it may be easily and universally 
comprehended. 

The first act of every other but republican 
government over the citizen is an act of usurpa- 
tion. Man issues from the hand of his Maker 
without any trammels. The moment any exter- 
nal restraint is put upon his will, the condition of 
nature is violated. 

Leave every man in the possession of his nat- 
ural prerogatives, and a republic follows. Let 
every one manage his own business and interests, 
and so simple and common-sense an arrange- 
ment unavoidably establishes the same result 
No man is conscious of having bartered away 
bis rights. You cannot divest him of his vilest 
chattel without his assent ; can you transfer the 
sum of all his rights, not only without his con- 
aenti but without his knowledge 1 Is our pro^j- 

H2 
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erty so sacred, and our right of property so as- 
sailable? Is our person inviolable so long as 
we have been guilty of no crime, and are our 
rights of person so unprotected and defenceless 1 

Transatlantic politicians do yet strenuously 
contend that this transfer hasibeen made. How 
is it made to appear? Is it established as a mat- 
ter of fact, susceptible of proof, sudi as would be 
required in a court of justice, from a man asserting 
a claim to an article of the most trivial value 1 
or is it absurdly reasoned out, by the force of a 
mere abstract and unsustained theory ? 

Other supporters of monarchy argue that some 
government is necessary, and that it is inexpedi^ 
ent to attempt an alteration of established forms, 
hence endeavouring to make out the rectitude 
of their favourite system, where it actually pre- 
vails, from expediency. But this alleged inex« 
pediency of resistance no more rightfully trans- 
fers our liberties to the government, than the su- 
perior power of a robber and the inexpediency 
of resistance transfer the property in our purse. 
The rights with which we were endowed at 
birth by God and nature, must not only be 
shown to be capable of transmission, which 
would be the province of <ki«or3,\i\x\. \a Ik^j^e 
' actually passed from us ol\iet^*ASfc flaaiiXx^ ^\si^ 
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lence or power, and this is fhe appropriate proy- 
ince of fact What force and fraud have estab- 
lished, reason will not sanction. 

But, on the other hand, the rational institution 
of republican government has resulted in a ra- 
tional scheme. In a republic, each citizen man- 
ages his own private interests ; the community 
provide for common interests. As all attend to 
the concern of all, each is constituted the guar- 
dian of his distributive share of the common 
weal. Each is a public man, and has a political 
capacity so far as he has public interests. Man 
governs himself, in all his interests and in all his 
relations, as he was made by God and nature to 
do. Neither one man nor five hundred are 
made the depositories of the public wants, the 
public wisdom, or the public weal. The state 
becomes a union of all for the protection of all, 
cemented by common interests and affections, 
governed by thjB united wisdom, and protected 
by the united strength. The government pro- 
vides as for a community of men ; of equals, not 
of inferioiK ; of moral beings, and not of beings 
unendowed with the right voluntarily to re- 
gulate their own conduct agreeably \.o >Jkv^ &r.- 
tates of tbeir own will. It ptoViAea lot ^'^- 
emment by moral considerations audt tio\. Vj 
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force. The people are the sovereignSy the gov* 
emmerU their servant. The operation of this 
system presents no such palpable absurdity as 
a people, apparently, at least, existbg for its 
government ; as the subordination of the whole 
body politic to the will of a part ; for, be it re- 
membered, the struggle is not, properly speak- 
ing, between the many and thefew^ but between 
a part and the wfiole. If governm^t be ^a 
provision of human wisdom for human wants," 
a republic is the only proper form of govern- 
ment, as it is the only one ever expressly and 
solely instituted with that view, pursuing no in- 
dependent and extraneous objects, and furnished 
with no superfluous powers.* It presents the 
strictest and most rigid adaptation of means to 
ends. It exhibits the contrivance of skill and 
-"^sdom, and evinces its own elevated design. It 
vindicates its own character, by exhibiting inter- 
nal evidence of an intelligent and provisionary 
origin, free from any ingredient of accident or 
injustice. It has, and can have, no separate and 
independent existence apart from the people. It 
subsists only as a government It has no indi- 

* Si verojua suum populi teneant * * * domini sint legam, 
JadJcioram, belli, pacis, foedeTttra, capVxw laivaB c\x\q«^*,\«s8.- 
1M», banc unam rUe rempublkam, VA eax^TCrnvi^xj^^SV^^^**^ 
poUuit — Cicero^ De Repub., \. i., c. 26L 
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viduality. The officer and the office are not 
identified. When not in the dischasge of official 
acts, the officer sinks into the citizen ; and this 
is one of the most striking tests of legitimate 
government If the good of the nation to be 
secured in the administration of its affairs be the 
object of government, and that it is even the am- 
bition of despots often proclaims, all its legitimate 
powers must be subordinate to this end, and ev- 
ery quality or prerogative inappropriate thereto, 
or that naturally and obviously transcends that 
limit, is evidently a fraud and usurpation upon 
the government's superior. Look at Great Brit- 
ain, with its king that, in the eye of the Consti- 
tution, *^ can do no wrong," and its Parliament 
that is " omnipotent." These are the attributes 
of the Almighty, and, as no modification of hu- 
manity, whether individual or associated, can 
acquire them, so no human power can lawfully 
exercise that absolute authority which is predi- ' 
cated upon them. 

But how does repub&can government subsist, 
00 grave and simple in its exterior, allied to no 
tiving blood, confederate with no selfish interests ; 
that inflicts no fear but that of disobeying its "t 
laws, and imposes no subjection but «l No\vw\\arj 
sabjection of the will of man in coxioivxaX^ 'wfla. 
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tbe rules of justice, to the dominion of his rea- 
- son ? Does the republican scheme make suffi- 
cient provision for proper control, for proper in- 
tegrity, proper intelligence, and proper force 1 

The general opinion that republican govern- 
ment requires for its basis an unusual amount of 
virtue, is one that adds but little to the energy 
of benevolent efforts for the promotion of good 
morals (best left to their own appropriate con- 
siderations), while it has a strong negative influ- 
ence in deterring enlightened minds from favour- 
ing liberal efforts, and nations from making the 
experiment of freedom. 

In reality, the virtue it requires is the virtue 
which almost necessarily results from our having 
a moral nature ; a degree so low, that no state 
nor nation can, under any circumstances, be sup- 
posed to be destitute of it For, while we are 
not, on the one hand, to suppose men to be per- 
fect, and presume upon that perfection as a ba- 
sis for our political systems, neither should we, 
on the other hand, suppose them to be depressed 
to the lowest extreme of vice, and from hence 
deduce their inabilty to govern themselves ; but, 
in all our speculations, consider them as being, 
what they really are, mingled masses of good 
and evil. 
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It is, however, common to treat of self-gov- 
ernment as if it required a moral power of self- 
restraint in individuals, as effectual for the pur- 
poses of civil control as law is in aristocratic 
and monarchical countries. The subject is rea- 
soned upon as if each individual, whenever a 
dispute arises between him and his neighbour, 
were required to be his own judge and his own 
executioner, and political self-government ren- 
dered essential that superhuman excellence which 
would lead a man, under such circumstances, to 
lay down and enforce, with absolute impartiality, 
as against himself, the perfect demands of jus- 
tice. Now such is by no means the case. 

RepubUcan communities have two offices to 
discharge : in the first place, to define and settle 
what the law shall be, and, secondly, to secure 
its prompt administration. 

They do not legislate for particular cases and 
individual instances as they arise any more than 
other governments, nor (as we have no such di- 
visions) for separate classes, but by general rules, 
which must have a uniform operation. Thus 
they enact that property shall be taxed a certain 
per centage, independently of its amount or its 
owner; that it shall be acquired by a certain 
title, which shall be applied indiscriminately to 
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all cases of acquisition ; that a certain conduct 
which it defines shall constitute a crime, and be 
followed by a prescribed and definite punish^ 
ment, whoever may be guilty of it. In other 
words, they are, like other civilized communities, 
communities of laws. They cannot plunder the 
rich, for rich and poor are denominations utterly 
unknown to the laws ; they cannot punish ob« 
noxious individuals who have been guilty of no 
crime, for they pass no ex 'post facto laws. There 
is no room for discrimination among individuals, 
and the distinction of separate and distinct po- 
litical classes does not exist 

It is clear that, under such circumstances, the 
law of justice will form the rule of legislative 
conduct, no matter what may be the particular 
and accidental shade of the moral character of a 
people. 

Because, first, the separate interests and pas^ 
sions of large multitudes of people drawing in 
different directions, the law of justice furnishes 
the only practicable basis for a general rule. 
Justice alone can harmonize and reconcile these 
various and conflicting interest^ and passions. It 
is the only neutral ground on which all parties 
can meet Th^re are no i^o\\>ic^ d^iss«& \ the 
contest iM between infi.vidua!ia» ^^ VsiSwAsja^ 
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will can be predominant, because individuals are 
equal. Their particular interests are all different ; 
their common interest only is the same ; and the y 
law of justice is their common interest. It is, 
therefore, the only available ground of compro- 
mise ; and if republican communities harmonize 
at all, that is, if they can exist at all, it must be 
by adopting it as the basis of their convention. 

Secondly, all men are, in a greater or less de- 
gree, moral ; all men are sufficiently moral 
where neither passion nor interest perverts the 
decisions of conscience. Ask any man to an- 
nounce a general rule where he thus stands in- 
different, and he will give you a sufficiently fault- 
less one. Republican government thus separates 
the legislator from the impulses of passion and 
the soUcitations of private interest, and calls on '^ 
him to pronounce a just general rule. If he can 
do this, he has all the necessary moral qualifica- 
tion for a republican citizen as a legislator ; and 
if he be morally incompetent to do this, he can- 
not justly be made amenable for any part of his 
conduct to any human government or tribunal. 
In his capacity as legislator, he views questions 
of right and wrong in the abstract. To sup^^e 
^,m2m, when thus disinterested and \m\m^%ai5i<^tk-^ 
md^ coolly to azinounce a palpably \myas^.\ac<^)*'^ 

I 
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to suppose bim possessed of a degree of deprarify 
rarely, if ever, found in any individual of the 
species, and which can never exist in communi- 
ties until the race becomes too abandoned to 
subsist upon the earth. 

Finally, whether honesty be the best policy 
for all individuals and under all circumstaneeSi 
universally, there may bt men found to qutstion, 
and specific instances of successful roguery may 
be appealed to for proof; but that, as a general 
ruley applied to numerous instances, to comniuni- 
ties of men and long periods of time, so as to 
exempt the general and natural . operation of 
things from chance pr accident, the rule of jus- 

^ tice prescribes the most expedient course of con- 
duct, there is no more doubt than that God made 
the universe. To dispute it would be to deny 
the natural authority of morals — nay, would be 
to enter into confhct with the universal experi- 
ence and express testimony of mankind. When, 
therefore, one invariable rule must be adopted 
for all, who doubts that men, suppose them to 
be as bad as they ever actually are, will adopt, 
for the internal regulation of their own society, 
the Jaw of justice as the most expedient, if not as 
the most just ? It has been \otk^ ^otfit w^^ftd that 

even a community of pir«tes ^q^ \ns^ ^^ ^^ 
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most rigid appUcation of that law among them- 
aelves.* If, therefore, we could suppose men to 
be utterly destitute of moral principle, and sim- 
ply alive to their own interest, we could not 
doubt that they would still adopt the laws of 
justice as the best conventional rules. The citi- 
zens of republics, in their legislative capacity, 
not being able to separate their private interest, 
under the generalities of the law, from the pub- 
lic weal, the same rule which governs the case 
of their neighbour prevailing likewise in their 
own, interest and duty concur in practically in- 
troducing the great rule of Christian morality 
into republican legislation. 

These conaderations cannot be estimated in 
figures, nor can their conclusiveness be set down 
in the form of a mathematical demonstration; 
yet I hesitate not to affirm that they amount to a 
sufficient degree of moral certainty to risk any 
human interest upon. Monarchists must either 
assent to the moral ability of man for self-gov- 
ernment, or take refuge under the philosophy of 
Hobbes, that where men are left in a state of na- 
ture, without restraint, their natural condition is 
that of war and depredation upon one another, 
and add to this that such a condition is their de- 
liberate choice and preference. 

♦ Cicero, De Oflkiis,lSb.u.,c.\\. 
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It is an error to suppose that the existence of 
republics requires a perfect moral self-control 
to be actually exerted by individuals in their 
private conduct. Its establishment is no more 
based on so absurd a requisition than that of 
any other form of government It expects no 
more than other governments of its citizens. It 
depends not so much on moral action as on mor- 
al resolution (with which the most infirm speci- 
mens of humanity are sufficiently provided), and 
that not only where a failure to act morally is vis- 
ited with the natural consequences of vicious ex- 
cesses, but where a failure to resolve morally is 
visited with barbarism instead of civilizaticm, 
and a state of unrestricted violence and plunder 
in place of the dominion of law. Laws are 
merely the resolutions of community to abide by 
and enforce the principles of justice. 

Look into republican legislation on all funda- 
mental laws : what an almost universal concur- 
rence of minds — what an almost perfect unanim- 
ity of opinibns. On all questions respecting con- 
tracts and redress for the violation of them, re- 
specting property, respecting evidence, respect- 
ing crime and its punishment, respecting the 
organization of courts and sec^ioiiA ^d\si\\»stra- 
tionsj there is hardly the s^gYAje^ axse£i\\:5* T^ 
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public at large scarcely take any interest in them, 
because of the unqualified confidence they feel 
in the result In most of our states complete 
c«des of laws have been passed at a single ses- 
sion, and without interrupting the ordinary busi- 
ness of legislation, or unduly protracting the sit- 
ting. On all the great, vital, fundamental points, 
legislators are immediately agreed. Almost all 
party disputes are, in comparison, of infinitely 
subordinate consequence, not affecting, in a 
scarcely perceptible degree, our individual liber- 
ties, our fortunes, or our happiness. Their final 
settlement often occupies but a sentence in the 
statute-book — they are about matters for the 
most part of commercial regulation or of inter- 
nal improvement, best left to themselves — agita- 
ting the propriety of taking private interests 
under the public guardianship. Those points of 
legislation about which men differ so much in re- 
publics are, mostly, not matters of justice at all, 
or involving, in the slightest degree, the moral 
capabilities of mankind for self-government, but 
merely subordinate matters of public policy ; and 
it may well be conjectured that, when the busi- 
ness of government shall be restricted to its )^to^- 
er sphere, politicnl and party stnfe, svxdtv ^a Sa 
aowJmown, will be abolished forevet. T\ifc tkfc- 

12 
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cessaries of legislation, like the necessaries of 
human life, are cheap and of easy acquirement ; 
it is the superfluities that cost the greatest toil, 
and expense, and difficulty. 

As the legislative duties of a republican com- 
munity do not require an extraordinary amount 
of moral integrity among a people, so neither do 
its executive functions. 

De Tocqueville thinks ns in no danger from 
the weakness of our administration, but rather 
from its strength.* 

We feel that the force of the community is our 
own force; we feel that its executive energies 
are employed to enforce our own wills ; it com- 
mands all the moral strength of a virtuous appro- 
bation, because we know that its determinations 
are the nearest practicable approximation to ab- 
solute justice ; but, above all, we feel that our pri- 
vate interest is entirely implicated in the public . 
weal. The innate sense of justice universally 
pervading the mass, governing the good by the 
excellency of its own nature, the indifferent by 
a regard to their own interest, the bad by a con- 

* " In my opinion, the main evil of the present democratic in- 
stitutions of the United States does not arise, as is often asserted 
in Europe, from their weakness, but from their overpowering 
stiengtiL"—Democncj in America, chap. xt. 
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viction of its prevalence and power, and exert- 
ing upon all in a greater or less degree the sanc- 
tion of conscience, gives to republican govern- 
ment that silent but sovereign power that sways 
the state. It is the strong presumption of justice 
arising in favour of the laws that makes the 
staff of a petty constable as potential as the ca^ 
duceus of a Mercury, and confers on one, as the 
oiEcer of the laws, the executive power of all. 
It is not necessary to the efficacy of that princi- 
ple that all should be invariably just, nor does it 
assume any imaginary perfectibility in the spe- 
cies. The efficiency of its support is predicated 
upon the fact that men in general, without any 
particular interest of their own in view, or any 
private passion to gratify, will concur in the ulti- 
mate decision of tribunals of their own institu- 
tion as just, and will feel that in maintaining the 
rights and interests of others as settled by them, 
they are actually establishing the firmest legal 
guaranty of their own. Republican government 
does not rely upon the state of the public morals, 
but upon the union of the virtuous impulses of a 
moral nature with the strong motives of a person- 
al interest ; and, whatever doubts may be enter- 
tained, under various possible circumstances, of 
the sufficiency of either separately, \kex^ ^:;^xi\^ 
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no doubt of their being all-sufficient in a state 
of combination. 

If an individual be not thus the best guardian 
of his own interest, it may be doubted wheth- 
er republican govemtnents have any sufficient 
ground of reliance. It must then be asked 
whether any other system proposes a better. Is 
there any system which offers a better guaranty 
for good government than the alliance of duty 
with the strong natural impulses of self-interest 1 
Do monarchy and aristocracy present instances in 
which the fellow-feeling of the higher ranks and 
orders have provided a better security for the 
masses than the self-interest of those masses 
would have provided for themselves 1 cases in 
which benevolence has proved stronger than self- 
love ? cases in which humanity has outstripped 
Divinity, and done works of supererogation, by 
loving its neighbours better than itself? What 
moral securities do they furnish? Doubtless, 
abundant, that they will govern us enough; but 
what security that they will not govern us too 
much 1 What that they will govern themselves ? 
Duty, perhaps, but not self-interest; for here these 
are found in apparent, if not real collision ; al- 
ways seeming and seen to be hostile. 
But, if they do not provide better morale do 
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they provide better intellectual guaranties for 
good government 1 With just the same kind of 
Mnsdom and skill will a people manage their po- 
litical as their private affairs ; that is, in a man- 
ner always proportioned and suitable to their 
circumstances. The intelligent chemist may 
think he can manage practical agriculture better 
than the poor farmer ; but he will find, on exper- 
imait, that the farmer will make a fortune where 
he will lose one. So it is throughout every de- 
partment of human life. Everybody under- 
stands his own business and his own wants best, 
and individual skill and personal interest make 
the best provision for them. These are truths 
which political economy has been slow to de- 
velop ; for the governments of the Old World, 
after having kindly undertaken the guardianship 
of a race thrown by an improvident Creator upon 
the earth, utterly improvided, as is said, with 
requisite moral capabilities, have undertaken, 
quite consistently with the regulation of the ex- 
ternal relations of mankind, that of their private 
business also ! The ** let alone" principle, which 
the political economists have at length so success- 
fully demonstrated, extends also to the region of 
politics. What does the palace know of the ne- 
cessities of the cottage 1 or how can a centc^I 
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administration be informed of popular wants 
80 well as those who have suffered them, or un* 
derstand so well the operation of laws as those 
who judge from a personal experience? No 
form of government could have less of a prac- 
tical nature than a monarchy or an aristocracy. 
None could be more ignorant of detail or of 
facts ; while republican government is, through- 
out its whole administration, entirely based on 
the closest and most rigid deductions of those 
who have had a practical and experimental 
knowledge of the evils to be redressed, and of 
the various expedients that have been devised to 
redress them. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Origin and Supports of Monarchical Goremment 

Haying seen that mankind are free by nature, 
and not less competent to govern themselves 
than to sustain the responsibility of moral beings, 
let us trace, as far as we can, historically, the ac- 
tual origin of monarchical governments, and see 
by what plea the usurpers of human rights justify 
their supremacy. 

Most writers are pleased to consider the con- 
dition of the primitive families as exhibiting the 
image of monarchical governments, to which 
they therefore assign the rank of the highest 
antiquity; while monarchists plume themselves 
upon this assumed fact as an argument in favour 
of the simplicity of their favourite system, and of 
its natural conformity to the wants of man. But 
those who have no preconceived theories to sup- 
port will be puzzled to discover, in the Mosaic 
account of the first age of mankind, the features 
of any political organization. Different families 
lived, without any common superior, upon the 
footing of distmct and independent nations. The 
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only kind of authority known was that of a father 
over his children, springing voluntarily from rev- 
erence and filial love. Among us, that authority 
over the primitive families has acquired the des- 
ignation of 'patriarchal government. But it can- 
not with any propriety be called, in the political 
sense of the term, a form of government. It was 
not different in its nature from what family gov- 
ernment now is, and has been in all ages. The 
same power has subsisted since, not only under 
the sanction of law, in far greater perfection, but 
(as under the Roman government, embracing 
Uie most absolute disposal of property, person, 
and life) to a far greater eirtent When gov- 
ernments followed, this paternal authority was 
not superseded. Not supplying the place of 
government, it cannot properly be characterized 
as such. Society may strictly be said to have 
subsisted, during its primitive age, in the ab- 
sence of all government. 

When revealed to us at its next stage, fami« 
lies have become tribes; domestic have given 
place to political relations; the ties of habit 
and association supply the place of the more in- 
timate ties of kindred, and an experience of the 
benefits resulfing from numerous counsel, con- 
centrated power, and mutual defence, cements 
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JefTerson describes our Indians as being evi- 
dently in this state. ^^ Every man with them/' 
he writes, " is perfectly free to follow his own 
inclinations. . But if in doing this he violates the 
rights of another^ if the case be slight, he is pun- 
ished by the disesteem of his society, or, as we 
say, by public opinion ; if serious, he is toma- 
hawked as a dangerous enemy. Their leaders 
conduct them by the influence of their character 
only ; and they follow or not, as they please, him 
of whose character for wisdom or war they have 
the highest opinion. Hence the origin of the 
parties among them adhering to different leaders, 
and governed by their advice, not by their com- 
mand.'' /' The Cherokees," continues Jefferson^ 
^/the only tribe I know to b^ contemplating the 
establishment of regular laws, magistrates, and 
government, propose a government of represent- 
atives elected from every town. Of all things, 
the least they think of is subjecting themselves to 
the will of one man. This, the only instance of 
actual fact within our knowledge, will be, then, 
a b^inning by republican, and not by patri- 
archal or monarchical government, as specula- 
tive writers have generally conjectured." 

The transient glimpses of history that reveal 
to 118 the early conditiQa of the Greeks^ Qa>ala^ 

K 
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Britains, and Grermans, exhibit a state of societjf 
exactly similar in all respects to that described 
by Jefferson, and of the utmost possible freedom 
of organization. 

They are wrong, therefore, *who represent 
primitive man as readily and natm^Uy submit* 
ting himself to his fether as a king, and to his 
chief as a despot 

At the next stage of observation, the tribe 
forms a nation, with a king at its head; but in 
the intervening period, its domestic struggles 
have not been of sufficient importance to attract 
the notice of history. We, however, do know 
the wild and intractable nature of man in his 
native state ; how jealous of his independence ; 
how impatient of control; and we ourselves 
have felt that the original instincts implanted in 
our breasts, the natural dictates of our under- 
standings, are all in favour of personal independ- 
ence. The voluntary subjugation of one's own 
will to that of another would be the last act of 
cultivated man. Even on the hypothesis that 
such an act be, under certain limitations, politi- 
cally necessary, by what reasons could a semi- 
ibarbarian have been convinced of it? The 
doomed subject, under aaj dit»LXDS!^aA&ea) would 
be the last to perceive ot tc> teco^^sfc ^3[^^c^RKfiar 
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nty ; the superior, the first to anticipate his do- 
minion; and this antagonist position must have 
been sufficient of itself to have thrown the two 
parties into forcible collision. 

It is not to be denied that monarchical gov- 
ernment has its foundation in the successful usur- 
pation of arbitrary power by an individual. Its 
origin may be referred to two distinct periods in 
the history of human society ; the first, as we 
have seen, succeeding immediately after the pri- 
meval distribution of mankind into tribes ; the 
second, an advanced period, which takes date 
from the fatal termination of republics. In the 
first case it is the o&pring of a barbarous, in the 
last, of a corrupt age. In both cases it supplants 
free governments. 

If any doubt arise as to the means by which 
the first revolution was achieved, from the ab- 
sence of direct historical information, it must be 
entirely removed by the analogy which the con- 
version of free into absolute government in the 
latter period furnishes for its solution. No man 
will contend that society required at its most ad- 
vanced stages of cultivation and refinement harsh- 
er means to sway it than in the iron age. That 
Csesar or JBotoaparte was less seTM^\i\nv>& oi 
means than a cMef dealing wilYi seimr\^^\^^o\>s^ 



112 MONARCHICAL OOYERMMBNT. 

or savage people. It must, tben, be allowed^ 
that monarchy, at both stages alike, has taken its 
original in fraud, violence, and usurpation ; that 
it was instituted, not for the nationf but the man ; 
not to answer the rational ends of human gov- 
ernment, but to gratify the cupidity of human 
ambition.* 

The issue, therefore, between republican and 
monarchical governments is, whether the vip^ 
or the wisdom of man have made the best pro- 
vision for human wants. 

Thus originating, it becomes matter of curi- 
ous inquiry, by what plea is monarchical govern- 
ment sanctioned 1 how does it commend itself 
to the reason of man? to what fundamental 
principles does it appeal ? 

Are European constitutions professedly the 
result of a people's judgment on what is best or 
what is right 7 Are they founded on the actual 
condition of things as the best provision for the 
present? Are they the choice of the generation 
for whom they are designed ? 

The direct contrary of all this. They are es- 
tablished by precedent^ and ascertained by refer- 
ence to the musty records of centuries long since 
pas/, and the practice o£ gen^t^VivoDS Voti!^ since 

* See Burlamaqui, Nat. andPo\."Lvw,V»V\.^t/\i. 
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dead. The whole ordep of nature is reversed ; 
the past is placed in front of the present, and the 
dead prescribe law to the living. 

** The qaeen of slaTes, 
The hoodwink'd angel of the blind and dead, 
Ctutom, with iron mace, points to the graTes 
VHiere her own standard desolately waves.*' 

If interrogated by the whole body of the na- 
tion, " By what right do you rule ?" no sover- 
eign would dare refer it to their consideration, 
that the established government subsists because 
it is in its frame the best ; it is of the nature of 
monarchical and aristocratic governments to de- 
bar their subjects from the decision of that ques- 
tion. The monarch's only justification is, '^I 
have ruled, therefore I rule." The government / 
can only say, " We have exercised this power in 
time past, therefore we exercise it now." What 
does this indicate but an origin in force ? what 
better right than the right of the strongest ? 

Monarchy is undoubtedly a government of 
force. Why not yield the reins to the people 1 
** Because," its plea is, ** they would not govern 
themselves wisely or justly." Would npt the 
monarch and his agents and ministers still con- 
stitute parts of the nation ? " Utvdowbl^AVj \\sv3^ 
ibe people wovld not listen to tViem?' "^o^ Ss*'^ 

K2 
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better under a monarchy ? " Because the gor- 
ernment has the power to coerce." Thus any 
apology for monarchical government must re- 
solve itself into an acknowledgment that it is a 
government of force. Indeed, the designation 
of " subjects J ^ given to every individual of the 
nation but one, implies as much. All modern 
European governments are immediately derived 
from the feudal system— an institution of the dark 
ages, designed to maintain subjection among a 
conquered people and in a conquered country — 
a kind of martial law incorporated with the civil 
jurisprudence. This system has never been rev- 
olutionized, but only meliorated ; and it is unde- 
niable that all the governments of monarchical 
and civilized Europe are but mere meiioratious 
of Gothic tyranny. 

Monarchical government claims to subsist by 
prescriptive right, which, as applicable to such a 
subject, is no better than a right by conquest, the 
actual foundation of it. 

Prescription can of itself confer no right It 
is merely a legal presumption, and, as such, no- 
thing more than a rule of evidence. By virtue 
of it, an uninterrupted possession for an indefi- 
nite period, under a claim of right, is sufficient 
evidence, in the absence oi c»iffitf&a!^ ^\s.^\abr 
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Stances, of a grant from him or them in whom 
the absolute propriety had been last known, in 
the view of the law, to reside. If the presumpr 
tion be rebutted, the prescription fails. If a claim 
be acknowledgedly unjust in its inception, no 
mere lapse of time can impart to it any sanction 
or validity. Prescription, therefore, never has al- 
tered, nor can it alter, the absolute rights of par- 
ties. As constituted by any limited period of 
time, it is not known to morals. As famiUarized 
to us, it is purely a conventional principle, volun* 
tarily adopted by a settled community in a spirit 
of compromise, that the quiet of society may not 
be disturbed by endless litigations, and the pos- 
session of property unsettled by continued and 
violent changes. Men only agree by that rule 
how far they will investigate their absolute rights, 
and what limitations they will put to the reme- 
dial power of their laws. In this, therefore, the 
legal sense of the term, it cannot subsist in the 
absence of express enactment, nor without the 
Voluntary concurrence of those to be bound by 
it Dur codes of morals know no statutes of 
iimitatkms. 

Even if the rule of prescription were appli- 
caWe in its utmost latitude, ten tJdowsaiA ^^«s^ 
i^asaqmtion would not establisSn, m >i3ckfc «^^ ol 
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morals, the justice of an existing government, as 
no length of time can win from morals a sanc- 
tion for what has undeniably taken its origin in 
force. Nay, the most uiequivocal renunciation 
of human rights, which are in their nature inal- 
ienable, could only indicate in what temporary 
and responsible agents certain delegated powers 
had been reposed, upon which the people would 
still be at any time at liberty to deliberate in their 
sovereign capacity, and which they would be left 
free at any time to resume. On how flimsy a 
pretext are the most inexorable tyrannies erect- 
ed ! It is not less an insult to the human under- 
standing than an injury to human rights, that a 
kind of government which confessedly originated 
in fraud and injustice, and which, even in its 
most enlightened stages, gives to its people the 
name of svbjedsy should adduce its power in 
proof of its justice, and claim to rule for ages to 
come simply because it had succeeded in main- 
taining subjection for ages past. 

Prescription, as it is familiarized to us, relates 
to property, and monarchists claim " to receive, 
to hold, to transmit their government and their 
privileges in the same manner in which they en- 
joy and transmit their property and their lives.** 
But government is not of the nature of property; 
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it is not acquired by the same means, held by the 
same right, or capable of transmission on the 
same principles. 

Our right to property, and our right to transmit 
it to our descendants, are not, as some have suppo* 
sed, dependant upon the law of the land or upon 
any human convention ; they are natural rights. 

Nature, in giving to man existence, imparted 
to him also, at the same time, a right to maintain 
it; and not only to use her bountiful provisions 
for his absolute sustenance, but for bis lawful en. 
joyment, and the proper cultivation and develop- 
ment of his natural faculties. To this end indi- 
vidual appropriation was requisite. The natural 
sense of mankind suggested prior occupancy as 
the mode of appropriation, and it became, there- 
fore, the original groundwork and legitimate 
mark of property. Civil society did not institute 
this order of things, but received it as already 
established by nature, and has merely surrounded 
it with positive sanction^ Nor are present ine- 
qualities in what was originally and naturally 
common stock, at variance with the theory of the 
natural origin of the right of property; these 
inequalities are but an obvious consequence of 
the original appropriation. 

We have o&pring, helpless be^oivi ^ cx^sisl^ 
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parison with those of other races, and Nature 
evidently imposes upon us the obligation to main- 
tain and provide for them. It is a duty we owe 
to them and to society, having been the occasion 
of bringing them into the world. Hence, by 
every means within our reach, we ought to pro- 
^vide for the supply of their wants in such a man- 
ner that their existence may be a blessing to 
themselves, and their addition the ornament and 
strength of society. Such, however, are the ac- 
cidents of human life, that the state of helpless 
infancy sometimes may, and such is the ordinance 
of Nature that it ordinarily must, be prolonged 
beyond the death of its parentage. It is evident- 
ly, therefore, the intention of Nature that the ac- 
cumulations of our lives be transmitted to our 
children after our deaths for their necessary sus- 
tenance. 

How, then, does the inheritance of property 
coincide in principle with the inheritance of gov- 
ernment 1 The relation of monarchical govern- 
ors to their subjects is not a natural, but an arti- 
ficial relation. As Nature did not create, so she 
does not perpetuate it ; and no natural obliga- 
tion to discharge the duties of governor surviving 
the monarch, there are no natural means or prin- 
ciples provided for transmitting to his son sover- 
eiga intellect or sovete^ga ^o^«* 
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Grovemment is never, like property, the right 
of the incumbent. It is the right of the people — 
unless, indeed, the good of the whole must be 
made subordinate to the interest of the few. 
How, then, can a right be inherited by the son 
which did not exist in the father ? 

The judicious and philosophical Paley does not 
assert the least analogy in principle between the 
two cases of government and property, as ac- 
quired by prescription and transmitted by in* 
heritance ; nor does he designate the sentiment 
that views them in conjunction as the offspring 
of just and enlightened opinion. On the contra- 
ry, he characterizes the opinion of right in gov- 
ernors founded on prescription as o. prejudice^ and 
labours to show, in our familiarity with prescrip- 
tion, as applied to property, the reason why its 
application to the affairs of government meets 
with respect or attention.* 

Monarchy the right of the monarch, and de- 
scendible to his heirs ! If so, certainly the nation 
must be just as much his to govern, as the peas- 

* *' Tbey who obey from prejudice are determined by an 
opinioD of right in their governors, which opinion is founded 
iip<m prtaeriptiotu * * * Nor is it to be wondered at that man- 
kind sboald reverence authority founded m pTe%ct\^\\Qiii^'v>\v«CL 
tbey obgerve that it is prescription wbicVi coiviei^ >^^ft ^^"^^ ^ 

almogt everytbing eJee," &c.— Paley*B Moni wA "^c^. "TO^i 

iwxk vi, cbap. H 
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ant's farm is his to till ; and goyerament itself 
must have been constituted, not for the nation, 
but merely to afford the monarch an opportunity 
to govern ; not for the good of aU, but to fumidi 
a^n agreeable diversion for one/ 

Notwithstanding that prescription is the chief 
argumeht openly urged in favour of monarchical 
and aristocratical governments, it is easily to be 
perceived that their iron-handed despotism does 
not maintain itself upon so imaginary and un- 
substantial a basis. If institutions so pure and 
liberal as those of a republican country require 
the stern supports of reason and virtue to, sustain 
what is commonly thought to be, at the best^btit 
a transient existence, can the corruption and vio- 
lence of monarchical and aristrocratic govern- 
ments find sufficient stability in a flimsy prejudioe 
arising from an imaginary prescriptive right? 

Look at the numbers whose self-interest, in 
derogation of the common weal, requires the per- 
manence of such governments, and you will as- 
certain the real sources of monarchical and aris- 
tocratic power. 

First, the king himself, with his family of dukes 
and princes — ^the chief nobility of the realm dig- 
nified by menial offices in his household, and the 
most skilful artists and wealthy manufacturers 
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ambitiously enrolling themselves as the objects 
of his patronage. 

He is the source of power. Are there states- 
men of illustrious name, warriors of renown, 
ecclesiastics that command popular reverence for 
their learning and piety ; and, through all sub- 
ordinate grades are there genius, enterprise, ac- 
tivity, and wealth ? — the king can command in 
his service the various talents and combined in- 
fluence of all. From the prime minister to an 
officer of the customs — from the lord-chancellor 
to a justice of the quorum — all are raised by his 
sign-manual to the full sway of office. He is the 
fountain of honour. His touch ennobles the 
blood. He keeps the golden gate that bars the 
plebeian from the aristocratic orders. Duke- 
doms, bishoprics, stars and garters, are the tokens 
of his favour and the badges of his service. 

Add to this influence that of the overgrown 
monopolies and rotten corporations, that of the 
debtors and the crdditors of government. One 
branch, at least, of the Legislature, all the ju- 
diciary, the executive, the nobility, the officers 
of the army and navy, and the dignitaries of 
the Church, are creatures of the crown; and, 
<mce so created, are pledged by self-interest, by 
the honours and emoluments of rank and ^o^v^t^ 

L 
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to sustain the band that created them. Thus are 
abstracted from the cause of the people, and de« 
voted to the service of the governing party, the 
greater part of the health, vigour, and activity of 
the body politic. The government is, indeed, 
made up of a minority, but a minority as superiw 
in power as it is inferior in numbers. The selfish 
interest of the monarch multiplies itself, and oc- 
cupies the bosom of every subordinate ; not only 
commanding the numerical force of all, but' also 
all their means of private and personal influ- 
ence. Appalled by the least prospect of change, 
they dread revolution as a political death. 

Notice the effect, as it is clearly observaUe in 
history, of but one of the various engines of 
monarchical power — the elevation to the peerage. 
De Lolme, the eulogist of the British Constitution, 
exults in this provision of " a modem ostracism," 
as he styles it, whereby the government may 
separate the people from their friends when pat* 
riotic integrity becomes alarming. Bribe with 
honours ! When one of the most absolute powers 
known to the Constitution is thus exerted to re- 
ward political apostacy ; when such are the ar- 
rangements of a government, that ambition re- 
ceives its highest gratification at the moment that 
public virtue undergoes a paralysis, what may we 
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liot suppose its subordinate provisions to be for 
subduing and ruling a people ? 

No wonder that the real friend of popular 
rights is dismayed by the fatal influence which 
pervades and modifies every social relation, and 
which, assuming a personal and individual aspect 
in every influential member of community, is vari- 
ed, from the complaisant smile of the superior, 
who is a conservative from self-interest, to the 
ridiculous truckling of the dependant, who is 
either paid for his compliances, proud of his ser* 
vitude, or debased and swayed by fear : fear, not 
perhaps of the guillotine or Bastile — not of ban- 
ishment or confiscation — but of personal hostility 
and proscription on acco^int of political opinion, 
from those who control all the energies of society, 
and whose relative importance in the social scale 
is dependant upon the permanence of existing 
orders and institutions. 

He must be incorrigibly stupid who supposes 
that a standing army is the only engine of arbi- 
trary power. How is a standing army main- 
tained 1 Under the most despotic governments 
smd in its greatest efiiciency, it is a mere instru- 
ment ; the primal and vivifying spirit is still a 
difierent thing. Arbitrary power, whether in an 
absolute or mitigated form, is sustained by tke 
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same principles, operating only by ^fiereot 
agencies. 

There are but two ways in which gOTemment 
can be upheld : either on the voluntary principle, 
appropriate to all the complicated agencies of ra- 
tional and moral beings, or by coerdon, exer- 
cised through the passions, and subjecting men, 
like brutes, to force. The least abridgment of one 
of these methods induces the necessary applica- 
tion of the other. The vices that enslave the ' 
moral, are the subjugators also of the political 
world. All that is appropriate to monarchy 
operates by means of self-interest in the superior 

^ and fear in the subordinate, or by a combination 
of both principles in the union of both characters. 
There are, it is true, many, very many better prin- 
ciples in operation ; nevertheless, it is the force of 
these that gives to monarchy its distinctive form. 
It is true that monarchical government is 
sometimes found modified by some of the most 

l^^ essential principles of human rights, and that its 
mechanical means and instruments for the ordi- 
nary conduct of its administration, and frequent- 
ly for carrying into effect those principles, are 
among the wisest provisions ever devised by hu- 
man skill and ingenuity. TVi^l ^ tvatloii shall 
not be taxed without Vts coiiseoX., ox ^ laSoafttL 

condemned to loss of life ot \vai\i cxk^^'^^s^ "^^ 
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judgment of his peers, and that every man shall 
enjoy freedom of conscience in matters of reli- 
gion, are among the former ; the election of rep- 
resentatives, the trial by jury, the division and 
independence of the three powers of govern- v 
ment, are among the latter. The latter are the 
result of experience, and have been extensively 
copied by us, in the mechanical distribution and 
arrangement of poUtical power in our system. 
But do not mistake. What have been found by 
monarchs the most apt instruments to govern 
subjects, we have adopted as the most efficient 
means for governing ourselves. These provis- ^ 
ions are irrespective of the animating principle 
of a government. Whence are the former ? Are 
they coeval with the origin of monarchy, and in 
strict consistency with its spirit? Or are they 
innovations made by democi^acy upon monarchy, 
the encroachment which the rights of the people, 
strengthened by the physical power of the people, 
have made upon the prerogatives of the sover- 
eign ? The history of Magna Charta will tell. 
Whatever there is of monarchy in foreign gov- 
ernments is totally and radically wrong ; what- l^ 
ever there is of democracy is right, and must, 
therefore, be good \ the dividing \m^S&^^<:^^ 
marked and easily traced. 

L2 
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But foreign writers, whom we have so leirfle- 
ly followed in our political theories, anxious to 
vindicate the systems under which they live, have 
endeavoured to present them as one uniform and 
consistent whole, without reference to the totally 
repugnant nature of the materials of which they 
are composed. The consequence is, that instead 
of laying down the fundamental principles of 
politics in all their just latitude, they subject them 
to the arbitrary domination of circumstances, 

'" thus violating their essential nature, and utterly 
annihilating their authority. They attempt to 
compound the republican principles which are 
exhibited in their governments, and which are 
really the axioms of politics, with the pure mon- 
archical character which prevails in those gov- 
ernments — an attempt that is like endeavouring 
to subject the conscience of man to the operation 
of physical force. 

What is in them a practical error, is in us a 
foolish subserviency. We are under no necessity 
of adopting their systems. So far from uphold- 
ing democracy, they depreciate it, in the practi- 
cal scale, below all other governments. By see- 
ing in the origin and nature of monarchy its un- 
fitness to be considered a model for any political 
system, we are better prepared to renounce the 

"tfusion under which we Yl^.vfe\^Sacsva^. Unftf^ 
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tunately, our predilection for republican govern- 
ment has been rather a matter of sentiment than 
of principle ; for while we repudiate with hor- 
ror the idea of succumbing to a monarchy, we 
have tamely adopted those political maxims and 
methods of reasoning which sanction and main- 
tain the monarchical form. We have adopted for- 
dgn politics along with foreign literature, when it 
would have been just as rational in our school- 
days to have imbibed the heathen mythology with 
classical learning. We must be original and in- -;::; 
dependent in our politics. To say that repub- 
lican government is the best, while we admit 
other forms to be legitimate, is occupying but 
very debateable ground in favour of our own 
institutions. To say that it is the best for t^, on 
account of some fancied superiority of intelli- 
gence and morals, or extraordinary felicity of 
position and circumstances, \s taking still more 
doubtful, and, certainly, far more invidious 
ground. Establish the truth that republican gov- / 
emment is the only form compatible with hiiman 
rights, and the question is fixed on an immutable 
foundation, secure from the fallible and ever-va- 
rying results of human calculations, and all the 
capricious decrees of fortune. 

Differing from the world as we do in our po- 
litical organizatioDf we must nol ^«xck iox ^^ 
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fundamental principles of politics among the 
ruins of European despotism. We must exercise 
the same independence in thinking that our fore- 
fathers exercised in acting. We must no more 
' search for precedents in principle than they sought 
for precedents in practice. True, from Great 
Britain our blood, our language, our literature, 
our laws and religion, were originally derived ; 
but "why should we," as Jefferson has said, 
*^ be always looking backward instead of forward 
for improvement ?" 

The principles of our government are the prin- 
ciples of common sense and common honesty. 
While we enjoy the peaceful dominion of these 
principles around our sacred and unpolluted 
heailhs and altars, and view their reflected im- 
age in the wealth, enterprise, high moral and 
intellectual condition, and universal comfort of 
our citizens at home, and the dignity and inde- 
pendence of our nation abroad, why should we 
suffer to pass unrebuked the opprobium of those 
who cry out that '* their abstract perfection is 
their practical defect ;" and who eulogize meas- 
ures which they style " practical, for no other 
reason" (as one has happily expressed himself) 
" than that they have had the misfortune to put 
them in practice ?" 
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CHAPTER V. 

Common Objections to Democracy considered^The Character 
and Spirit of Monarchical Government still farther illus- 
trated. 

We think we have conclusively established 
the position, that mankind universally have the 
s.ame right to manage their political as their pri- 
vate interests, and that all have the same right 
to manage the concerns of all that each has to 
manage what exclusively concerns himself. Who 
is to provide for my private and individual wel- 
fare 1 There is not a government of any civil- 
ized nation but would say that I myself; and ac- 
knowledge that any interference with the volun- 
tary direction of what are exclusively my own 
private affairs would be tyrannical. But is not 
a nation as competent to manage itis own affairs 
as an individual, his 1 And, by the same right, 
is it not entitled to the direction of them 1 Does 
any part of a nation possess a power, a right, or 
a degree of wisdom that does not reside in the 
collective whole ? Have a part a right to rule the 
whole, and not the whole to rule the whole ] 



I 
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Having established the right, who shdl deny 
that it is expedient ? who shall deny that it is 
practicable 1 Who shall say that what is just 
is inexpedient or impracticable? the just and 
the right growing out of the essential relations of 
things, who shall thus impeach the Author of 
Nature, or say that His wisdom or His power 
was unequal to His rectitude in determining our 
condition, andestablishiBg our relations as moral 
beings 1 v 

One of the most prominent objections to re- 
publican government is, that it gives the same 
power of controlling the state to men who are 
qualified by their habits of thought and business 
to judge well, and to those who are utterly and 
brutishly ignorant, making no discrimination; 
that it cannot be, in the very nature of tb^ case, 
that the poor labourer who toils in the streets of 
- our cities, and the jurist who presides in our 
courts of justice, or the statesman who rules in 
our Senate, are equally qualified to judge of po- 
litical measures and political men, while our in- 
stitutions, by giving all an equal vote, give these 
different descriptions the same right and the same 
power. 

But, if the right of voting were dependant 
^mfion intellectual qualificatioDS, the distinctioiis 
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in this respect between men would be as innu- 
merable as the individuals of the species. Not 
only would the statesman and jurist be distin- 
guished from the poor labourer, but neighbour 
from neighbour ; the man of collegiate from the 
man of common school education ; the man of 
travel from the domestic man ; the man of wit, 
though poor, from the blockhead, though rich. 
One rule would be applicable to one individual, 
another to another ; nay, as man is never station- 
ary at any period, there would be an infinite 
number of gradations of power and influence 
in the state, applicable to the same individual In 
passing through life, according to the various 
stages of his progress; and it would be impossi- 
ble for the combined wisdom of mankind to de- 
vise a scale by which the relative power of each 
one in community should be graduated and de- 
termined. 

The poor labourer has an equal voice in the 
state because he is a constituent part of it It 
is not a poioer conferred on him because he is 
particularly well qualified to exert it, but it is a 
right that inheres in him, that he has been en- 
dowed with by God, who made him a moral 
being. It is exactly like the equal right which^ 
belongs to every man of managing his own. ^^ccf<{fl 
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erty. The wise can manage property better 
than the foolish; but those laws are still un- 
impeachable which give to both the same right 
to dispose of their own agreeably to their own 
will. There is the same apparent absurdity in 
those laws that suffer the rich fool to control his 
millions, while the wise man, who is far better 
qualified to dispose of them judiciously, starves 
in a neighbouring garret, as in the political sys- 
tem that allows an ignorant labourer the same 
power to vote as the learned jurist or the accom- 
plished statesman. 

" Ah, but," it may be insinuated, " in the one 
case a man disposes of his own as it seems meet 
to him ; in the other, he arbitrarily disposes of 
what belongs to another." By no means. When 
the jurist or the statesman votes, does he do it 
because he has rights over another, or because he 
is himself a free citizen ? For the latter reason, 
undoubtedly. He is merely exercising his own 
freedom, not prescribing law to another. So with 
the poor labourer. He votes because he is a 
member of the state. He does it to protect him- 
self; it is in the course of his own business and 
interests. He does it because self-government is 
his right When a community act for themselves, 
the result of their joint deliberations must be de« 
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termined by a plurality of voices ; each mem- 
ber of that community only acts for himself, and 
disposes of his own, therefore, when he votes to 
direct that public determination either in one 
way or the other. 

The " Pm-as-good-as-you prindple," as it is 
called, is greatly calumniated, without being cor- 
rectly understood. When we say that all men are 
by nature equal, we mean nothing more than that 
all are by nature equal in their moral attributes 
— equally moral and accountable beings — and, 
therefore, equally entitled to the regulation of 
their own conduct, as that is the basis of moral 
accountability ; therefore, all by nature equally 
entitled to exercise their own government, pri- 
vately and publicly, socially and politically. This 
is a principle which God and Nature have estab- 
lished, and they who dispute it enter into con- 
troversy with the essential foundation of morals. 

Republicans do not contend for the annihila- 
tion of social distinctions. Distinctions of rank 
in society are legitimately allowed in matters of 
taste and fashion. A republican may be as fas- 
tidious as he pleases in the selection of his as- 
sociates without violating his pnnciples; but 
whoever would convert arbitrary distinctions 
into political rights and franchises^ whoever 

M 
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would give one man a higher conddemtion than 
another, in the eye of the Constitution or the 
laws, plots against the liberties of his fellow- 
man. If I am a man of education, I shall throw 
open my doors to a man of education ; if a man 
of wealthy to him whose usual gratifications are 
similar to mine ; if a man of polish and refine- 
ment, to him whose habits and manners do not 
disgust me. No party is injured by this distinc- 
tion. If I am ignorant, I do not like to be mor* 
tified by a comparison between my acqiarementB 
and those of a learned man ; if I am .not rich, 
I feel most contented and happy with those with 
whom I can enjoy a reciprocity of favours; if 
unaccustomed to high rank, the fastidiousness of 
mode and fashion is more disgusting to me than 
my rudeness is shocking to them. These social 
preferences and affinities are a mere matter of 
taste, convenience, or caprice ; and, however ar- 
bitrarily they may be exercised, never can af- 
fect one's rights or occasion an injustice. 

That there are inequalities among men, fur- 
nishing important grounds of distinction, the re- 
publican does not deny ; but he does deny that 
any man is different from another in his essential 
moral attributes. He does not deny that one 
man has a more exalted understandmg, a more 
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▼ivid imaginatioD, a more powerful judgpnent, 
than another ; but he holds that no man is des- 
titute of reason and conscience; that diversities 
are, therefore, in degree, not in kmd ;. that they 
cannot affect the essential relations of man to 
man; that they cannot, therefore, make the 
rights of one man greater than those of an- 
other. 

If one man has a more ipventive genius, a 
more comprehensive prudence, a more enlarged 
experience, a more scrupulous integrity than an- 
other, what is the natural, I may say, the inevi- 
table consequence, from the possession of such 
superior qualities 1 He possesses superior power 
and influence. How 1 from the arbitrary force 
of circumstances, or the coercive power of human 
laws ? No : it is from the voluntary homage of 
the human mind and heart. Distinctions such as 
those I have mentioned are the only just distinc- 
tions among men, and they vindicate themselves. 
They are the distinctions of nature and reason, 
and they are established by nature and reason. 
These distinctions, so far from, being repudiated 
by republicans, exhibit themselves in their utmost 
latitude in republican countries, where there are 
no arbitrary laws and usages to control their oper- 
ation and efiect. It is true that Nature has estab- 
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lished inequalities in the world of man as well 
as in the world of brute and inanimate objects. 
But Nature has not been so impotent as to require 
human aid to execute her decrees. The distinc- 
tions which she has designed she has not wanted 
power to carry into effect ; nay, she never makes 
known her plans but by the execution of them. 
It is absurd, therefore, for man to come in with 
his empirical devices of monarchy and aristocra- 
cy, as if he had caught Nature in travail and un- 
able, by her own means, to effect the same har- 
mony of ranks and orders in society which she 
has so successfully achieved in the vegetable and 
animal creation. 

Republicans are far from being levellers ; they 
are for distinctions and inequalities; not for the 
ranks and orders established by the arbitrary 
decrees of man, or the accidental allotments of 
birth and fortune, but for the distinctions and 
inequalities of reason and nature in their most 
unqualified extent. Not so with monarchists and 
aristocrats. They are the worst levellers in the 
world. They are worse than levellers ; for they 
not only do all in their power to annihilate the 
just grounds of distinction among men, but they 
establish in their stead distmctions of the most 
■iJse and arbitrary character. They not merely 
^m§irone the only true \oxds,\jiVi\.\!dK^ ^sitablish 
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stupid idols in their places. In America the 
distinctions of society are constituted by the 
various kinds and degrees of real merit alone ; 
in Europe, no matter how legitimate the grounds 
of distinction one may allege in his favour, he is 
inevitably subordinated to the kings, princes, and 
nobles of the empire-constituted how ? by birth ! 
The highest degree of rational and moral worth 
is degraded beneath the most capricious accident 
that presides over human destiny ! 

Aristocrats omit, in their zeal for the inequali- 
ties and diversities of rank and power, the most 
essential part of the argument they profess to 
urge, and an indispensable condition to its being 
wielded in their favour. That Nature and rea- 
son have established grounds for the utmost di- 
versity among mankind is absolutely undeniable ; 
all experience is in favour of it ; but that she 
has constituted birth and fieunily the indices of that 
superior merit which entitles one by natural right 
to great power and an extended influence, was 
never, I believe, seriously argued. If it were to 
be, we should not dispute the advocate's reasons, 
but question his sanity. 

A republic provides for the proper divisions 
of rank and grade in society on the true grounds 
of distinction, and for the exercise of their legiti- 

M 2 
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mate influence in its appropriate mode, and to a 
just extent : that is, it leaves the matter entirely 
to the regulation of itself. It leaves reason to 
acquire its just force by the control which a su- 
perior understanding inevitably gives over other 
minds ; morals, to sway mankind by the influence 
of an elevated character and example ; experi- 
ence, to be honoured in the verification which its 
lessons receive from practical results; and all 
the power which Nature has given one rational 
and moral being over another, to be exercised by 
rational and moral means. Leave men free, and 
it is natural that, not being governed by forcey 
they should place themselves under the dominion 
of reason. 

If a poor and ignorant man wants a lawyer or 
a doctor, or wishes to put his son at school, and 
cannot of himself arrive at a satisfactory judg- 
ment among the competitors for his choice, he 
asks his wiser or more experienced friend, and 
governs his conduct by the advice or the conduct 
of others. The same lights that he avails him- 
self of in the direction and government of his 
private affairs, he employs to regulate his public 
and political conduct. This natural result gives 
to the wise their just influence, while it enables 
the ignorant and uneducated to act judiciously, 
and leaves them in the uniestxvcled eu\oyment of 
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their rights. It is not more difficult, and, certain- 
ly, to the immediate interests of the individual 
concerned, not a more important task, to choose 
a public representative than to choose a counsel- 
lor to attend to one's legal interests, or a physician 
to whom to commit one's health and life ; and 
the same means of information and the same mea- 
sure of intelligence accomplish every man to 
make in either case an equally judicious choice. 

Perhaps, after all, the people do not choose 
the wisest governors, nor always the wisest meas- 
ures. But this evil can never be very striking, 
because it would then be apparent ; and, being 
apparent, would be remedied by the people, who 
can only have their own true and substantial in- 
terest at heart. Besides, if they choose poorly, / 
no one has a right to complain ; . their power to 
choose emanates from God, and they are respon- 
sible only to Him. 

A mistake, however, is often made on this 
head. The greatest statesmen and men of the 
most shining abilities are not always, perhaps I 
may say, are not usually, chosen ; but this feature 
in the practical operation of our institutions is a 
subject of congratulation rather than chagrin to 
the real friends of republican government. For, j 
in the first place, the greatest geniuses and states- 
men do not always make tlie mosl yidicissvA ^^h - 
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eraors : as they do not always make the best fa- 
thers of families, so they do not always make the 
most provident heads of nations. A sound judg- 
ment, which is not mvariably an accompaniment 
of the most shming and brilliant qualities, is one 
of the most essential qualifications for the exercise 
of power ; while a bright genius always expands 
in particular directioas, and is not apt to take a 
general and comprehensive survey of all the dif- 
ferent views and interests that ought to be taken 
into account 

I think I can discover the reason why the mod- 
erately great, rather than the very great, are apt 
to be selected for office, and, at the same time, see 
in it a provision for the safety of republican insti- 
tutions. If a man is elected to office in this coun- 
try, it must be by the supremacy of party. But 
one whose genius prompts him to rely upon 
and act for himself, will be very apt to yield re- 
luctantly that subordination to party which is 
requisite with us to give effect to any political 
organization. It is not very likely, therefore, 
that such a man will be chosen as the leader of 
a party. For this same reason, however, the man 
who is fixed upon will command the more hearty 
reliance of the community ; as he must be more 
dependant upon the people, and have less confi- 
dence in himself independently of his supporters. 
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He will, therefore, be more prone to consult his 
interest by devoting himself to the public good, 
than in pursuit^ plana of individual ambition. 
The very great, if they have more power to do 
good, have greater power, as well as greater 
inducements, to do harm ; and, if the book of 
experience be consulted, it will be found that 
nations have ever suffered more from a want of 
integrity than a want of ability in their rulers. 

The liberty that republics accord to all men 
of every rank of governing themselves, elevates ^ 
their characters, and qualifies them for self-gov- 
ernment The elevation which this freedom con- 
fers on people of the lowest station, stimulates to 
a degree of self-improvement, and attention to the 
improvement of their families, which does not 
cease to surprise even those who daily witness its 
results, in the case of foreigners coming to our 
land without coninderation or character, but rank- 
ing in the second generation with the wealthiest 
and most influential of the nation. Deprive a 
man of influence, let him become of no account, 
and consequently pass unobserved in society, and 
he loses one of the highest inducements to ac- 
quire character, or to preserve his integrity ; but 
add to his weight and respectability, let him feel 
that he and his children are integral parts of the 
na&on in the midst of which thej \w^^^«sS»a^^ 
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erty. The wise can manage property better 
than the foolish; but those laws are still un- 
impeachable which give to both the same right 
to dispose of their own agreeably to their own 
will. There is the same apparent absurdity in 
those laws that suffer the rich fool to control his 
millions, while the wise man, who is far better 
qualified to dispose of them judiciously, starves 
in a neighbouring garret, as in the political sys- 
tem that allows an ignorant labourer the same 
power to vote as the learned jurist or the accom- 
plished statesman. 

" Ah, but," it may be insinuated, " in the one 
case a man disposes of his own as it seems meet 
to him ; in the other, he arbitrarily disposes of 
what belongs to another." By no means. When 
the jurist or the statesman votes, does he do it 
because he has rights over another, or because he 
is himself a free citizen ? For the latter reason, 
undoubtedly. He is merely exercising his own 
freedom, not prescribing law to another. So with 
the poor labourer. He votes because he is a 
member of the state. He does it to protect him- 
self; it is in the course of his own buaness and 
interests. He does it because self-government is 
his right When a comm\m\ts ^c;\.fat tkemselves, 
the result of their jomt de^\»i^^oxi& \BNa\.\ife ^^ 
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tenained by a plurality of voices ; each mem- 
ber of that community only acts for himself, and 
disposes of his own, therefore, when he votes to 
direct that public determination either in one 
way or the other. 

The " I'm-as-good-as-you principle," as it is 
called, is greatly calumniated, without being cor- 
rectly understood. When we say that all men are 
by nature equal, we mean nothing more than that 
all are by nature equal in their moral attributes 
— equally moral and accountable beings — and, 
therefore, equally entitled to the regulation of 
their own conduct, as that is the basis of moral 
accountability ; therefore, all by nature equally 
entitled to exercise their own government, pri- 
vately and publicly, socially and politically. This 
is a principle which God and Nature have estab- 
lidied, and they who dispute it enter into con- 
troversy with the essential foundation of morals. 

Republicans do not contend for the annihila- 
tion of social distinctions. Distinctions of rank 
in society are legitimately allowed in matters of 
taste and fashion. A republican may be as fas- 
tidious as he pleases in the selection of his as- 
sociates without violating his principles; but 
whoever would convert arbWtW'j ^>sJcLTtf:)cvaxi% 
into politics! rights and feaadoiaea, -wVo^s^x. 

M 
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would give one man a higher consideration than 
another, in the eye of the Constitution or ihe 
laws, plots against tiie liberties of his fellow- 
man. If I am a man of education, I shall throw 
open my doors to a man of education ; if a man 
of wealthi to him whose usual gratifications are 
similar to mine ; if a man of polish and refine- 
ment, to him whose habits and manners do not 
disgust me. No party is injured by this distinc- 
tion. If I am ignorant, I do not like to be mor* 
tified by a comparison between my acquirements 
and those of a learned man ; if I am .not rich, 
I feel most contented and happy with those with 
whom I can enjoy a reciprocity of favours ; if 
unaccustomed to high rank, the fastidiousness of 
mode and fashion is more disgusting to me than 
my rudeness is shocking to them. These social 
preferences and affinities are a mere matter of 
taste, convenience, or caprice ; and, however ar- 
bitrarily they may be exercised, never can af- 
fect one's rights or occasion an injustice. 

That there are inequalities among men, fur- 
nishing important grounds of distinction, the re- 
publican does not deny ; but he does deny that 
anj man is different from another in his essential 
moral attributes. He does ivol d«iq l\vat one 
wan has a more exalted \xiiden^vi^xQ%i ^ \&sst& 
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Tiyid imagination, a more powerful judgment, 
than another ; but he holds that no man is des- 
titute of reason and conscience ; that, diversities 
are, therefore, in degree, not in kind;, that they 
cannot affect the essential relations of man to 
man; that they cannot, therefore, make the 
rights of one man greater than those of an- 
other. 

If one man has a more ipventive genius, a 
more comprehensive prudence, a more enlarged 
experience, a more scrupulous integrity than an- 
other, what is the natural, I may say, the inevi- 
table consequence, from the possession of such 
superior qualities ? He possesses superior power 
and influence. How ? from the arbitrary force 
of circumstances, or the coercive power of human 
laws ? No : it is from the voluntary homage of 
the human mind and heart. Distinctions such as 
those I have mentioned are the on]y just distinc- 
tions among men, and they vindicate themselves. 
They are the distinctions of nature and reason, 
and they are established by nature and reason. 
These distinctions, so far from, being repudiated 
by republicans, exhibit themselves in their utmost 
latitude in republican countries, where there are 
DO arbitrary Jaws and usages to cox\\.to\^c« ^^^\- 
atioD and e&ct. It is trae thftt'!S«L\.vae\ft& ^s^^^ 
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zen? Is it not enough that I have been depri« 
ved of my fortune — must I be disfranchised by 
community 1 

My baring a greater or less amount of prop- 
erty does not alter my rights. Property is^ mere- 
ly the subject on which rights are exercised ; its 
amount does not alter rights themselves. If it 
were otherwise, every one of us would be in some 
degree subject to some wealthier neighbour, and, 
if the representation of property were consist- 
ently carried out, the affairs of every commu- 
nity, instead of being governed by the majority 
of rational and intelligaat beings, would be gov- 
erned by a preponderance of houses, lands, stocks, 
plate, jewellery, merchandise, and money ! It is 
not true that one man has more at stake in the 
commonwealth than another. We all have our 
rights, and no man has anything more. If we 
look at the subject philosophically, and consider 
how much superior man is by nature to what he 
is by external condition, how much superior his 
real attributes are to what he acquires from the 
accidents of fortune, we shall then view the dis- 
tinctions of rank and wealth in their true com- 
parative insignificance, and make as little dif- 

ference on these accouiits mfti ^^ ^Xy^mj.-^ %& 

with the moral man. 
From what has already \)eexv o\isexN^^,\\.^'j^ 
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be seen that we do not maintain republics on the 
ground that " the majority are always right ;" 
and, therefore, the many arguments which have 
been urged against the absurdity of such a prop- 
osition do not assail the truth and propriety of 
republican principles. The real foundation of 
republican government is the truth of the propo- 
rtion, that men have a right to judge for them- 
selves ; that whether they judge right or wrong, 
• therefore, if they do not infringe the equal right 
of another to judge for himself, they are amenable 
^ to no human tribunal. We maintain that there 
is no common superior among men w*ho are not 
connected by any human convention ; that those 
who make up a community have the same right 
to act for themselves iii their common and public 
concerns, that as individuals they have in their 
private and individual affairs ; and, consequently, 
that the right of nations to self-government no 
more depends upon the assumption that they al- i 
^R^^j^ act right, than that of an individual, in his 
private capacity. The proposition is, simply, that 
they have in all cases tht right to act ; and, as 
the only way in which communities can act to- 
gether is, when they act in particular cases and in 
aggregate masses^ to abide by lYve ^^.csstfsvjL dl 
majorities, that, therefore, the miy^fvl^ \i«?i^ ^». 
micb cases a right to dedde. 
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Indeed, now at length it would seem that the 
objections to republican government have been 
rather captious than real. 

In the earliest part of our history, its enemies 
Were foreboding that it would be able to main«^ 
tain no more than a transient existence ; but, now 
that subsequent events have shown the perma- 
nency of our institutions, they have turned from 
impeaching our principles to ridiculing our hab* 
its and depreciating our people. 

Happily, we are impregnable by this new 
method of attack so long as we are truly repub* 
lican in our tastes, feelings, and habits ; and when 
we are guilty of the foolish vanity of emulating 
^ European extravagance, or aping foreign and in- 
appropriate usages, we richly deserve the rebukes 
we are quite sure to receive. We ought to know 
wherein our strength lies, and rest in that as our 
stronghold : it is not in the condition of the few, 
but in the universal contentment and happiness 
of the mass. We are truly flattered that our 
circumstances are such as to suggest a compari- 
son, as to the luxuries and edibellishments of 
life, between the two worlds,, and that the coun- 
try of one century falls no farther behind that 
of ten centuries. But, if the foreign traveller 
mstes \o know what we really are^ he muist not 



OBJECTIONS TO DEMOCRACY. 149 

eonfine his excursions to the fashionable saloons 
of our cities, where he will only learn what we 
are not ; nor seek for fine castles, fine cabinets, 
fine parks and gardens, fine equipages, and laws 
of etiquette. He must traverse the interior, look 
at our farms, enter our farmhouses and our shops, 
converse with our farmers and labourers, exam- 
ine our schools and our churches, and ascertain 
the circumstances and condition of our common 
people. Let him inquire as to the number of 
paupers and criminals; contrast the relative 
safety of our woody wilds with the open and 
inhabited country of the Old World ; observe 
the relative intelligence and virtue of the mass- 
es by which both countries are occupied. Let 
him ascertain how commonly the ordinary and 
necessary comforts of life are shared by all; 
what provision industry and economy, without 
fortune, can make for the present, and what 
hopes reasonably cherish of the future ; and, if 
circumstances throw him much into the com- 
pany of the wealthiest, the most intelligent, or 
jkhe most powerful in the land, let him inquire 
the history of their early fortune, and learn from 
what origin they sprang, and by what means 
they have Hsen. V 

We, too, in our turn, have been too observaVt 
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of those externals that strike at first glance. 
Dazzled by the adventitious splendour which 
surroifnds foreign govemments, our view is di* 
yerted from an inspection of their intrinsic at* 
tributes. We are apt to confound the govern- 
ment with the nation, and to give to the govern- 
ment the credit of what the nation has achieved 
in spite of its government When the subject 
of monarchy is considered, the imagination im- 
mediately crowds upon the mind an assemblage 
of chiefs of the greatest and most enlightened 
nations, in the ancient, peaceful, and undisputed 
exercise of sovereignty, commanding the greater 
part of the wealth, intelligence, and power of the 
world. But the moral judgment abstracts from 
all these external circumstances, and considers 
government, as it weighs an individual, apart 
from accidental position, and in relation simply 
to the question of the just or the unjust, the good 
or the bad. And who can endure the absurdity 
of monarchical government in all its naked ab- 
straction 1 A sovereign, selected, not by choice, 
but by fortune ; not from among those possessing 
competent qualifications, but taken indiscrimi- 
nately from the embryo in the womb, the child 
at the breast, the boy in his bib, the youth in his 
teens, or the old man or woman in their dotage 
or insamty, as the capticioxia c3[v:dxie.e& c!l\fv^ ^ 
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death in the royal family happen to determine. 
These chances have now* made a female and a 
mbor sovereign over one hundred and fifty mill- 
ions of people, comprising one of the most en- 
lightened portions of the human family. The 
ablest statesmen of the age, the most profound 
scholars and jurists, and the most renowned gen- 
erals, yield to a supremacy as ridiculous, if not 
as idolatrous and profane, as the worship of the 
Egyptian Apis or the Grand Lama. The su- 
preme execution of the laws is vested in a girl, to 
"whom, were she in private life, those laws would 
not intrust the disposition of her own pin-money. 
One to whom, perhaps, in a different position, a 
discreet father might not have allowed the direc- 
tion of her own wardrobe, governs a kingdom; 
arbitrarily disposes, without question and without 
appeal, of every civil and military post in the 
greatest of modern empires ; and, by holding in 
her hand the powers of peace and war, need only 
titter a capricious decree to embroil a world ! 

And how is it with the hereditary nobles and 
legislators 1 an order of men, in the caustic lan- 
guage of Burke, *^ swaddled, and rocked, and 
dandled into legislators." Are they a race dis- 
to business, or a race nurtured to pleaa* 

• A.D. 1S39. 
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ure ? a race of statesmen, or merely a race of gen- 
tlemen? The order would sink into universal 
contempt were it not receiving continual recruits 
from the plebeian stock. And as it is, when we 
would think a literary body iio better than a con- 
gregation of lunatics were it to make a profes- 
sorship hereditary, or an individual a fool if he 
should acknowledge the office of his meanest ar- 
tificer to be transmissible by descent, how absurd 
to acknowledge an hereditary right to the most 
elevated and responsible authority that man can 
possibly exercise over his fellow-man. 

What is the consequence ? The laws are ex- 
pressly made to countenance and build up this ab- 
surdity ; and, though equality is the very essence 
of justice, this first principle is studiously violated 
in the distribution of property. Those children 
who have an equal claim to a competent provis- 
ion are, from pride of caste and family ambition, 
though nature has made them equal, arbitrari- 
ly allotted to dijflferent ranks, the very worst pas* 
aons being thereby generated in the midst of the 
most tender and intimate relations, A soil hard- 
ly ample enough to sustain its population on the 
most just and equal division, is studiously accumu- 
lated and preserved, by the acknowledged policy 
of the laws, in the fewest possible hands. But, 
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the more there is thus absorbed by the few, the 
less is left to be distributed among the mass ; and 
where you find* fortunes inordinately great on the 
one hand, you will find a proportionate amount of 
poverty and destitution on the other. Providence 
has given this earth and the blessings it contains 
for all those who live on it If a greater portion 
is to be enjoyed by one than another, it is by him 
who is most richly endowed with those qualities 
that deserve it While the justice of the laws 
will not suffer any arbitrary alteratiop of the land- 
marks of property, their policy ought not to place 
restrictions upon desert in obtaining it 

The nobility " the Corinthian capital of soci- 
ety ?" They do far more to debase it by their 
vices than to adorn it by their accomplishments. 
Labour, which was to primitive man a curse, is to 
fallen man his chief blessing. Active life de* 
velops all the elevated energies which our nature 
is capable of exerting, while it is the parent of 
every virtue. An hereditary aristocracy, with 
whom the necessity of labour is superseded, soon 
come to regard all industrial occupations as dis- 
honourable. Anything but amusement and pleas- 
ure appear unbefitting their rank; and when 
amusement and pleasure, instead of being a re- 
laxation from toil and busmess, become them.- 
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selves the business of life, they immediately 
degenerate into vices. Aristocracy is not mere- 
ly itself corrupted ; it becomes a powerful agent 
of corruption in its turn. Fumidiing an ex- 
ample to other classes, it induces all sorts of 
extravagance, and makes vice itself fashiona- 
ble ; while, from its elevated position and com- 
manding influences, it has means of seduction 
happily unknown where there is no definite and 
permanent division of ranks. From this inequal- 
ity of ranks springs the distress everywhere inci- 
dent to monarchical and aristocratic govern- 
ments : hence one quarter of the annual income 
devoted to taxes ; hence one quarter of the pop- 
ulation devoted to beggary. 

Luxury ought always to be the subsidiary or 
the reward of labour ; so far as it is not, it is the 
curse of society. When it comes to solace a man 
in the progress of his labours, or to greet him with 
repose and comfort at the close of them, it finds 
no enemy in the political economist. But when 
a whole class, from generation to generation, and 
from century to century, transmit excessive for- 
tunes, acquired without labour and preserved 
without merit, it is a sign of disease in the body 
politic, which will inevitably display itself in the 
debased condition of the lower classes. Such a 
state of society does not lesuHl liom^3Bi» losbjou^l 
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operation of things^ but from vicious laws. In 
such a restricted territory as that of Great Brit- 
ain, to industriously convert large portions of the 
earth, designed for the subsistence of mankind, 
into its original wilderness state, to afford an op- 
portunity for noblemen to indulge in the sport 
of the chase, while thousands around them are 
starving for the want of what is consumed by the 
game, is a perversion of the gifts of nature and 
the bounties of fortune which shocks the moral 
sense. 

Yet republicanism is not of an agrarian char- 
acter or spirit.' Its immediate object is an equal 
division of rights, not of property. Institutions 
which lay their only sure foundation in the law 
of justice, which claim to exist only by virtue of 
that law, cannot aim at spoliation. They estab- 
lish the firmest legal guarantee of private rights, 
as they repose the guardianship of the sacred trust 
in those whose interest as well as whose duty it is 
to defend it. But republicanism does aim a death- 
blow at all those laws and usages the object of 
which is to perpetuate property in certain hands, 
or to ^ve it a particular and exclusive direction 
as a means of political power. It has no fellow- 
ship with the law of entails or the law of primo- 
geniture. While it meddles with no vested righta 
its tcDdeacy is to break down a\\ Vkoai^YBiY^^^^ 
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r^ulations which serve to make property a polit- 
ical element The landmarks of private prop- 
erty are as sacred and immovable in a republic 
as in a monarchy. It is political institutions and 
matters of public policy only that are thrown en- 
tirely into the hands of the people ; and, under 
that control, while those laws only are enacted 
which respect future acquisitions and not any 
present, vested right, property is made easily 
transmissible from hand to hand, and liable to 
a party's legal obligations ; those perpetuities are 
prevented which serve only to pamper the pride 
of wealth and family, without answering any 
purpose which the law ought to encourage, and 
the natural operation of things achieves the rest, 
distributing wealth among the industrious and 
deserving. 

Republicanism is the uncompromising enemy 
of a political aristocracy in all its forms, whether 
of property or of birth. It will not allow that an 
inanimate possession or a mere casualty should 
prescribe to beings of a rational and moral nature. 

It shows the same stern hostility to a hierar- 
chy that Christianity itself, when an unpreju- 
diced ear is lent to its precepts, is most clearly 
understood to announce. K\m\oii o^ cWtch and 
state, from the advent o£ o\mc S«m\a,\ifc^sas»^ 
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with the then existing Jewish hierarchy, down to 
the present time, has been the nurse of bigotry 
and superstition, and the parent of all the religious 
persecution which has disgraced the annals of our 
species. The fruitful source of tyranny on the 
one hand, and of hypocrisy and corruption on the 
other, under its baneful influence the Church has 
been made a stepping-stone of political power 
and ambition, the profession of its tenets a mere 
worldly fashion, and Christianity itself, from be** 
ing the great and paramount object of an immor- 
tal existence, has been degraded to a subordinate 
means of terrestrial and temporary distinction. 

These, then, are the ends which republicanism 
proposes to itself: no exterminating war but 
that of reason against force ; no destruction but ^ 
of tyranny ; no division but of rights ; no su- 
premacy but that of principle. 

The prevailing tendency of our institutions is 
to place the common enjoyments of life within 
the reach of all ; to make popular books, cheap 
newspapers, education accessible and attainable ; 
to spur forward mechanics to that perfection 
which will bring manufactures within the means 
of all, resting for their success upon the number 
rathar than the quality of their p^Xtowi\ \eas\\v^ 
unobstructed to enterprise and metit exet^ ^Vd&ssycL 
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in society; tending to ^^ the greatest happiness 
of the greatest number." 

The reverse tendency is manifest in the opera- 
tion of monarchical and aristocratical govern- 
ments. The few, acting on the assumption that 
they are Heaven's favourites, aim to monopolize 
its bounties, while they in fact engage in a con- 
troversy with Heaven, and the benefits and bless- 
ings which Providence makes abundant, their 
constant effort is to make rare. 
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CHAPTER VL 

The Permanency of Democratic Government, and the eventual 
Prevalence of Democratic Principles. 

<< If we examine what has happened in France 
at intervals of fifty years, beginning with the 
eleventh century, we shall invariably perceive 
that a twofold revolution has taken place in the 
state of society. The noble has gone down on 
the social ladder, and the roturier has gone up ; 
the one descends as the other rises. Every half 
century brings them nearer to each other, and 
they will very shortly meet. 

^^ Nor is this phenomenon at all peculiar to 
France. "Whithersoever we turn our eyes, we 
shall witness the same continual revolution 
throughout the whole of Christendom. 

"The various occurrences of national exist- 
ence have everywhere turned to the advantage 
of democracy ; all men have aided it by their 
exertions ; those who have intentionally labour- 
ed in its cause, and those who have served it 
unwittiogly; those who bave fow^V %it^^^'«x!L\ 
those who have declared \lieEas«\Ne& ^^a ^^Y> 
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nents, have all been driven along in the same 
track, have all laboured to one end, some igno- 
rantly and some Unwillingly ; all have been blind 
instruments in the hands of God. 

" The gradual development of the equality of 
conditions is therefore a providential fact, and it 
possesses all the characteristics of a Divine de- 
cree : it is universal, it is durable, it constantly 
eludes all human interference ; and all events, as 
well as all men, contribute to its progress.''* 

Thus says De Tocqueville. And this furnishes 
of itself a strong presumptive argument in fa- 
vour of the justice and propriety of democrat- 
ic government Does God will universal an- 
archy or universal injustice? the supremacy of 
the mob, the annihUation of property, or Ibe 
dissolution of the bands of law and order ? Re- 
publican government, then, partakes of none of 
these qualities. Will not the Divine Providence 
respect institutions founded in justice, and matu- 
red by wisdom and experience 1 Such, then, 
V^ cannot be the basis, nor such the maturity of 
monarchical and arittocratical governments. 

The transitoriness of republics has long been 
a favourite theme of declamation with the ene« 

♦ Democracy in Ammica, by De TocqjieTSkft, ^«wfc *v^\cftB». 
dactum» 
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mies of human liberty, while, on the other band, 
the constant spread and eventual prevalence of 
democratic principles ever "will be subjects of 
grateful contemplation to its friends. The ad- 
mirable discussion of De Tocqueville is based 
upon the constant and uniform tendency of events, 
as shown by the light of history. The subject 
seems to admit equally well of a priori reason- 
ing, and the conclusion to which he arrives to be 
capable of a philosophical demonstration, inde- 
pendently of historical facts. 

We have seen that mankind are universally 
entitled to the exercise of self-government, as a 
matter of right, by the law of justice, and that 
every other form of government is no better than 
an usurpation. Establish but one uniform law 
of justice for all mankind, and a republic is the 
necessary consequence. A republic is not so cor- 
rectly a form of government as it is the suprem- 
acy of principle. It is that state in which man- 
kind enjoy liberty. It is an exemption from all ^ 
unlawful restraints. Forms of government have 
been, for the most part, only so many various 
modes of tyranny. Where the people are every- 
thing, and political forms, establishments, insti* 
tv^Ds, as opposed to the peo]f\e,\io>iivcv%^'^^sife^ 
and there only^ is libjerty j suck a ^\aXe^ ^xA^xi^^ 
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a state only, constitutes republican government, 
the fundamental principle of which is not a hu- 
man invention, but results from the leaving un- 
trammelled by human devices the just and natu- 
ral relations of man to man. Let man be just to 
his fellow-man, and relinquish all usurpation, and 
we shall all be as exactly equal in the eye of 
politics as we are in that of morals. 

The question, then, as respects the progress 
and eventual supremacy of republican principles, 
is no more nor less than this : will justice be 
maintained in the public relations of man to man, 
and its empire be enlarged, or will society be 
surrendered up to the dominion of force ? will 
men, like brutes, be governed, or, like rational 
and moral creatures, govern themselves 1 The 
whole tendency of man's moral nature must de- 
termine him towards self-government, and every 
step which society takes in moral improvement 
must bring it nearer to a republican form and 
spirit If there be a tendency in the species to- 
wards progressive improvement, if there be a 
dispensation over us which points to the eventual 
realization, in the affairs of men, of those princi- 
ples of rectitude existing in the Divine Mind, we 
must be continually approximating to this con- 
summation of political justice. The cause of th# 
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republican is intimately allied with the highest 
terrestrial hopes and the best interests of man- 
kind, and we cannot cherish the prospect of the 
universal political emancipation of our race with- 
out elevating, nor relinquish it without depress- 
ing, ourselves in the scale of existence. 

We must keep continually in view, in the dis- 
cussion of this subject, a distinction to which we 
have repeatedly adverted, between the funda- 
mental principles of government and its mechan- 
ical structure and practical operations. The 
essence of republican government, its peculiar 
and distinguishing principle, is the supremacy of 
the popular will. It is this that constitutes a re- 
public; it is this that makes it an emanation 
from the eternal and immutable law of justice* 
That a people have the moral right of self-gov- 
ernment is equally true of every people in every 
age and country. This fundamental principle, 
as permanent, as universal, as the race itself, pre- 
vents republican government from ever becoming 
obsolete when once instituted. Its moral nature 
and relations, like those of man, never change. 
But in its practical character it is, like man, the 
mere creature of circumstances. That men should 
govern themselves is its fixed and unalterable 
principle, predicated upon the moral chiSi^^atftTi 
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of man ; but what particular frame they should 
adopt in the exercise of self-government^ what 
particular measures of public policy, when the 
government is once organized, are questions 
which it leaves to be determined entirely by lo- 
cal position, by previous habits, by the age, and 
the thousand other capricious circumstances that 
make up the diverrities of human condition. The 
people of a republic never can, therefore, be at 
variance with their government. In its essential 
principles it is a transcript from their nature ; in 
its practical character it is the mere creature of 
tibeir will. A thousand years hence, if we should 
so long endure as a nation, a republic will be as 
proper for us as now. Hence it possesses a prin- 
ciple of permanency which monarchical govern- 
ment can never acquire. 

Monarchy is ordinarily the product of a dis- 
tant age, and its authority is generally absolute 
in proportion as its origin is remote. In every 
other provision for our wants, in all affairs in 
which mankind are left free to provide for their 
own wants in their own way, the dictates of 
wisdom and our habits of life prompt us to adopt 
the latest inventions and improvements; we 
adopt nothing simply because it is old, nor reject 
anything simply b^ause it is new ; but, ^bile 
"^wr prejudices attacli us \o >Jaft o\a.^ wa tfi»aoa 
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points US to the new, and we subject everything 
to the test of utility. In the affair of govern- 
ment alone, civilized and enlightened men are 
found weak enough to bind themselves implicitly 
to the past, and renounce the benefits of experi- 
ence and improvement But how absurd the 
system that points to a race which lived ten cen- 
turies ago, as endowed with such supernatural 
farsightedness as to be able to prescribe for the 
present generation better than the present gener- 
ation, with all the experience, and all the accu- 
mulated wisdom and improvements of eveiy other 
added to its own, can prescribe for itself. OrK 
ginating, as monarchical government generally 
does, in a very remote age, but exercising its 
functions to provide for the wants and neciessities 
of the present ; ambitious and encroaching in the 
character of its chief functionary, but injSexible 
in its constitution to the spirit of improvement^ 
basing itself upon prescription, and governing 
itself by precedent, it must, in its very nature^ 
be continually .at variance with its subjects. It 
ia the past in conflict with the present It ia^ 
necessarily at war with every proposed meliora- 
tion. The people cannot feel a new want with- 
out its being necessary to assail the constitution 
in order to obtain it The governing power must 
•tick to old iandmarks, or il vio\iX!i\^ ^s&s^ 
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(werwheloGted by innovations. Actuated by a de- 
sire to maintain its sovereignty on the one hand, 
and the people actuated only by a sense of in- 
jury and by necessity on the other, two separ- 
ate and independent parties are created, hav- 
ing distinct interests and antagonist forces. The 
seeds of strife are sown in the very elements of 
such governments. The longer they endure, the 
more oppressive become the prerogatives of sov- 
ereignty, the more numerous, extensive, and irre- 
sistible the wants of the people. Time inflicts 
its changes indiscriminately on both parties, and 
places them more and more widely at variance 
with each other, until at length the government, 
which, unless forcibly reformed by the people, 
only becomes continually more absurd, at the 
same time that it grows proportionally more vio- 
lent and tyranical, must finally yield to the 
growing intelligence, and greater strength and 
numbers of the people. So much have force and 
fear to do with the nature of monarchical govern- 
ment, that every improvement it receives is look- 
ed upon as a concession; it is not considered 
whether all has been allowed that the interests 
of the people demand, but whether all has been 
conceded that cannot safely be withheld. And, 
be it observed, every improvement which is thus 
xu3ceded to the increasmgm\.e\&%«iic&%x^^^ 
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spirit of the ag^ only assimilates monarchy more 
nearly to republican government Thus jealousy 
of feeling, opposition of interests and of motive, 
which are only aggravated by time, inhere in the 
very constitution of monarchical government and 
predestinate it to destruction, while republicaa 
government has for its basis the eternal and im- 
mutable principles of justice, which preserve the 
people in an unvarying relation to their political 
institutions, and admit without disturbance every 
human improvement. 

Republicanism is the common cause of the 
i^pecies. Republican government is everywhere 
essentially the same, for it is everywhere the 
government of man by himself. The division 
into nations is, therefore, in its view, a question 
of expediency and convenience merely. The 
glory of a monarch is his power ; of a republic, 
its liberties. A monarch aspires to conquest as 
the means of gratifying his pride and ambition, 
augmenting his revenue, increasing the number 
of his subjects, multiplying his means and re- 
sources for other conquests, and throwing into 
his hands numerous posts of honour and profit 
for the gratification of his dependants. But a 
republic can conquer only to impart its liber- 
ties. Under such a supremacy it ceases to 
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be an object of ambition for man to sabdue and 
enslave his fellow-man. All mankind are taught 
by the principles of republicanism to regard each 
other as ofone common family, and national dis- 
tinctions sink into the most perfect insignificance. 
In republican principles being thus the com- 
mon cause of all mankind, the same in every 
age and nation, we see the real source of that 
sympathy which binds us so strongly to the pa- 
triots of Greece, of Rome, and of Poland, and to 
the brave assertors of liberty in every clime and 
of every period. The principle of liberty is a 
fraternizing principle. Republics are bad neigh- 
bours for other governments. It is, always has 
been, and always must be so. No state expedi- 
ents, no vigilance of government can prevent it. 
The cause of the oppressed of every country is 
identical. People will make common cause with 
people. And how contemptible must appear the 
tyrants and oppressors of the species, how des- 
picable their strength, how mean their devices, 
how glaring their usurpation, when arrayed 
against the innumerable and united hosts they 
have plundered of liberty, and reduced to the 
condition of subjects. It is appalling to think 
of the almost universal combination of interests 
which really subsists against monarchy, reposing 
in inactivity only from, v}^xi\. oi m\.^\%<s(v^ vsA 
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of concert. The physical strength of society, and 
all its real interests^ combme ^rith the justice of 
republican government to precipitate society into 
that form. Monarchy subsists only by sufferance. 

The cause of monarchy is, to a great extent, 
of a personal nature, and undergoes simultane- 
ous changes with every fluctuation in the fortune 
of the individual or family with whom it is as- 
sociated, and is subjected to all the vicissitudes 
of human experience. Not so with republican 
government It is of an abstract nature, to which 
nothing can be added, from which nothing can 
be subtracted. The hopes and wishes of man- 
kind are constantly directed towards it as a 
fixed point. "Whatever deviations political tem- 
pests may force them to undergo, their ultimate 
course must and will be rectified by this polar 
star. 

Combinations are much more easily effected 
to subvert monarchy than to support it, to ad- 
vance liberal principles than to uphold usurpa- 
tion. Every other political cause but that of 
democracy is the cause of 'power; it addresses 
itself to the interest of its associates. It can 
command as many as it can bribe with the expec- 
tation of rewards; it can retain them while it can 
hold out a prospect of success. It finds Us te»d- 

P 
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iest converts in those who are most corrupt 
Not so with combinations in favour of democ- 
racy. It is the cause of principle, of justice. It 
is easily made known. Its confederates do not 
address themselves to personal and individual in- 
terests, ^but to the conscience. If they wish to 
make a proselyte, they have not to exhibit a mus- 
ter-roll of their strength and numbers, or make 
an imposing display of the multitude and extent 
of their resources. They convert by addressing 
themselves to the enlightened dictates of the un- 
derstanding, and the warm and upright impulses 
of the heart. The merit of the cause does not 
depend upon its success. Every good man is its 
natural ally. Its supporters are the best, not the 
worst of the species. If the attempt fail, failure 
may bring temporary misfortune, but it brings also 
permanent fame. Confederations thus easily 
formed, and of such materials, must always be 
the apprehension of despotic governments ; and 
the faqt that such are, in the nature of things, so 
highly probable, must render the existence of 
monarchy in this age highly precarious, and its 
long continuance in enlightened countries ex- 
tremely problematical. Attempt after attempt 
may fail, but men will pertinaciously persist in a 
cause that commands so much virtuous admira- 
' 'ion^ and is so congem^Xlo o\aTi'a&N^vcci2^^^SsK&. 
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'Ev&ry failure will but give birth to a new enter- 
prise, until success must eventually crown efforts 
which, in all hupan probability, will be inces- 
Siantly renewed so long as humanity remains un- 
changed. 

To have the permanency of nature, every in- 
stitution must conform to the laws of nature* 
Monarchy is at variance with the natural dispo- 
sition of man and his innate sense of justice. 
What is unjust cannot in its nature be durable. ^ 
The Providence which presides over the universe 
does not admit of it. In the separate and isolated 
cases of individuals, the law of justice may often 
be violated, and yet be unavenged by nature. It 
is certainly, however, the natural tendency of 
things, even in this life, that vice should be foU 
lowed by punishment ; and, whatever may be the 
fact in individual instances, when we comprehend 
so large a number of individuals, or so long a pe- 
riod of time, as to represent the aggregate of hu- 
man experience, the laws of morals will gener- 
ally be found to have been vindicated by the ret- 
ributions of Providence. The histories of nations 
represent the aggregates of human experience. 
Time — (a lapse of time, which, though long for 
an individual, is still short for the species) — time 
has been maturing these great principles for their 
development, and at this advaac^^tv^^ ^i^^ 
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world, when society is everywhere in such a fer- 
ment, it needs no hardy prophet to predict the 
' proximate downfall of monarchy in civilized 
states. 

Infirmity is involved in the very form and con- 
stitution of monarchical government. It is the 
sovereignty of flie few over the many ; compar- 
atively few, therefore, are directly interested in 
its defence and preservation; yet, the absolute 
strength actually residing in the masses, it is 
compelled to trust its defence to those who have 
no immediate interest in its presentation, nay, to 
those who, if they properly appreciated their own 
situation, would become sensible of a direct in- 
terest in its downfall. To the subject, usurpation 
or conquest is merely a change of masters; 
whereas, on the contrary, every republican has a 
direct personal interest in asserting and main- 
taining the liberties of his country. Hence repub- 
lics often arm en massey and no republic has ever 
been conquered until it has first been corrupted. 

Every form of government which is not self- 
government is necessarily centralized ; is in the 
few. It has a separateness and locality admit- 
ting of every unfriendly attempt being concen- 
trated upon one or a few points, which, once 
carried, it falls. Hence, in the most despotic 
-countries, as Russia and T\xxV<&^) ^ %wsi:x:j^sssS»!L 
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plot in the palace changes the sovereignty of 
the nation ; in countries less so, a successful 
tmeute in a city. The scene of the late revolu- 
tion in France was confined to the streets of 
Paris. It is an invariable ordinance of nature, 
the more despotic the power, the fewer hands it 
must be concentrated in, and the more unstable 
will be its foundation. The same defect may be 
predicated of every government of one man or 
set of men over others ; and, though it becomes 
less and less, in proportion as power is less con- 
centrated, yet, as the disproportion between the 
governors and the governed in monarchies must 
always be great, it is an intrinsic and unavoid- 
able defect which predisposes all such govern- 
ments to decay and dissolution. Not so with re- 
publics. The sovereignty is coextensive with 
the limits of the state. What matters it to their 
citizens if their capital be taken ? It no more 
deranges their measures of defence than if it 
were the most inconsiderable town in the coun- 
try. Accustomed to be informed and to act upon 
every public interest, to regard their governors 
as their servants, and not as their masters, they 
are prepared for every emergency. They are 
Bot subdued while the* smallest part of them is 
£ree. No secrets of state repose in the portfolios 
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of their ministers. If their governors are pris* 
oners of war, the people are not dismayed. The 
nation is the government, and the government the 
nation ; and the government will subsist until the 
whole people are subdued. While a man is free, 
he knows that he has something to fight for ; for 
he feels that he himself is a sovereign. 

The infirmities in monarchical government 
from the concentration of its powers are equally 
apparent, whether reference is made to its dan- 
ger from internal or from external force. Thej 
are the concomitants of a subjecting power in all 
its forms, whether that of kings, or of nobles, or 
of cities. 

Hence the destruction of ancient republics. In 
violation of liberty, they lorded it over neigh- 
bouring cities and whole nations. In their in- 
terior economy, indeed, they were republican; 
but in their relation to other states and commu- 
nities they were monarchical. They had all 
the centralization of monarchical government. 
Athens ruled Attica with imperial sway ; Spar- 
ta, Laconia ; Thebes, Boeotia ; Rome, the world. 
The natural and inevitable consequence by de- 
cree of Nature followed. They broke in pieces 
jfrom the extent of lYieit domvcvvoxv. TV^^vt ^vsL^ire 
was augmented in an anl\\uife^\ci^ i^^^ % ^«a 
strength and durability Nwexe eixiMiN^^ey.\n. ^. ^gb- 
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ometrical or compound ratio; the numbers in- 
terested in the sovereignty became comparatively 
less, virhile the extent of conquest to be maintain- 
ed became continually greater. The citizen sol- 
dier was supplanted by the mercenary. The ser- 
vant of the state, and himself a constituent part 
of the state, fighting in self-defence, was sup- 
planted by the soldier of fortune, attached to the 
person of his general, and fighting for the acqui- 
sition of plunder or power. While the empire 
was coextensive with the republic, the state de- 
pended upon itself for its armies, and was ade- 
quate to its own preservation ; but when the con- 
quests of the republic were so widely extended, 
it had to employ a force able to dictate its own 
terms to the empire.* The republic was no bett* 
off with its subjects than its armies. The nations 
it subdued became less warlike; they were easily 
detached from their sovereign; they had no per- 
sonal interest in maintaining the power which 
had subjugated them. It is an invariable law of 
Providence, which nothing can resist, that man, 
not being made for the government of his fellow- 
man, can never hold him in permanent subjection. 
The extensive dominion of the ancient repub- 
lics was Jitewise one of the chief c^v\s^ ol ^ea 
corruptioD. Hence the tribute derweA.itotCL^\iQr 
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jugated provinces, that enabled the idle populace 
of the imperial cities of ancient times to sub|^ 
on the public treasury, and furnished their lead- 
ers and demagogues with the means of corrupt- 
ing the people with their own money. It was 
this extensive dominion that eventually brought 
all occupations, except those of the soldier and 
the politician, into disrepute, and excluded busi- 
ness industry, that great preservative of morals, 
from the ordinary habits of ancient people. It 
was this that made whole states select individ- 
ual citizens for their patrons, and fee them with 
princely presents ; that enabled the great men of 
those times to realize immense wealth from the 
plunder of unfortunate provinces, and laid the 
ftundation for that contest of bribery when they 
were prosecuted for extortion, between their mu- 
nificent fortunes on the one hand, and the 
wealth and resources of oppressed states on the 
other, which brought all the public virtue in the 
empire into market. Thus the extensive empire 
of the ancient cities, entirely at variance with 
republican principles, and gained by unjust con- 
quests, opened and fed all the avenues of cor- 
ruption, and Providence, by one of those just 
retributions which characterize the moral gov- 
ernment of the universe, made their unjust usur- 
pations the instrument oi tlaevt ^vjxk As^V^Mition. 
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We are not to expect, in the natural course of 
things, either public or private degeneracy in a 
republic from the influx of public or private pros- 
perity. Ease and abundance are the appropriate 
rewards of labour ; they ordinarily come at the 
latter part of a man's career, when moderate 
habits have rendered him secure from their se- 
ductive influences. Leave property to seek its 
own channels, enact no laws to make it inalien- 
able, and the natural course of things will di- 
rect its transmission to those who have earned it 
by their industry and frugality ; while the largest 
accumulations will pass rapidly from the prodigal 
and licentious, and reduce them and their pos- 
terity to a condition of want and dependance, 
whence they can only rise by a renewal of those 
virtues by which the wealth of their ancestors 
was originally acquired. There is no danger, 
therefore, when things itre left to take their nat- 
ural and jproper course, our habits not corrupted 
by vicious legislation, and a perverse policy on 
\the part of our government. There is no dan- 
ger to be apprehended from the increase of pub- 
lic wealth, and the multiplication and improve- 
ment of the comforts of life. Our wants must 
still be supplied by human labour and skill ; and, 
80 long aa these are necessary, in whatever Cqcccl 
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fhey are exerted, they will operate as an eflbc- 
tual protection to the public morals. 

But we have, in these modern times, a more 
powerful guarantee for the public morals. We 
have the Christian religion, which Greece and 
Rome had not Its code of morals is perfect 
Its sanctions are as powerful as it is posable for 
fhe imagination to conceive. It is never satisfied 
with the improvement of its disciples; it will 
never cease to make converts, until it embraces 
the imiversal race of man. If humanity had a 
downward tendency, this religion would arrest 
its progress. It is implicitly believed by us that 
its achievements will be equal to its aims, and 
that it will go on conquering and to conquer until 
it shall have restored our race to its primeval pu- 
rity. On the contrary, rites and ceremonies con- 
stituted the chief part of the religion of the an- 
cients ; and those rites and ceremonies, so far from 
improving, corrupted their votaries. The most 
disgusting and abominable orgies formed a part 
of them ; while theft had a patron in Mercury, 
drunkenness in Bacchus, licentiousness in Venus, 
and every vice a precedent in the conduct of some 
of the numerous divinities of the ancient mythol- 
ogy. It may readily be supposed that heathen- 
ism had but little connexion with the study of 
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moralsy which, while that odious system was 
universally popular, excited no interest among 
the people, but was confined to the schools of the 
philosophers. There was thus no renovating 
principle for human nature ; and it was left under 
all the seductive influence of circumstances, com- 
bined with a religion, itself the offspring of the 
passions and vices of men, to an uncertain de- 
pendence on natural temperament and the un- 
aided sanctions of a natural conscience. 

But the Christian religion not merely preserves 
our morals from corruption, and gives them a, de- 
cided and continuous impulse towards improve- 
ment : it tends directly to the institution of de- 
mocracy. Make men just, and they must be 
democratic. What will become of usurpation 
and force, corruption and fraud, as Christianity 
takes its march over the earth ? It respects no 
abuses, however ancient. It sanctions nothing 
but what is wise and what is good. It abhors 
the corruption, extravagance, and vanity of 
courts. It imbues man deeply with the fear of 
Qody and those who fear God are inaccessible to 
any other fear. It fills us with a sense of the 
absolute equality of the species. It teaches us 
to respect nothing so much as principle. It in- 
spires the most dignified independence. It is 
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democratic in its Author ; our Saviour himself 
came from the common people ; he was horn in 
a manger; he was a carpenter's son. It was 
democratic in its apostles; they were fisher- 
men, poor, ignorant, and despised. It expresses 
its preference of the poor. Its morals are di- 
gested to the comprehension of the poor and illit- 
erate. Its sanctions, no man so stupid but that 
he can comprehend. It inculcates the liberty 
of conscience; and no man who is thoroughly 
impressed with the truth that his Creator has in- 
trusted to him his own eternal salvation, can well 
doubt that the same wise Providence has fiilly 
accomplished him for the subordinate relations 
and responsibilities of this life, and his own gov- 
ernment among the rest No book ever written 
makes us so sensible as the Christian revelation 
of the dignity of man as man, and the frivolity 
of all those temporary or accidental distinctions 
with which the world has been so long oppressed. 
1 cannot refrain from noticing some strong 
points of similarity between the history of reli- 
gion and of democratic liberty ; nor can I believe 
these points of resemblance between die fate of 
truth in religion and of truth in politics, man's 
chief terrestrial and the summary of man's celes- 
tiaJ good, to be entirely capricious and fanciful 
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Both have always had the predominance of 
numbers against them. ' Both are sustained by 
principle, and would be annihilated by precedent 
or authority. Both flourish best on the same soil, 
and sympathize deeply in each other's success- 
es. Both have always inculcated the same con- 
tempt for human authority, the same regard for 
the poorer and humbler classes, the same disre- 
gard of merely adventitious and accidental dis- 
tinctions, the same paramount authority of prin- 
ciple. Both have for their basis the law of be- 
nevolence. Both have been reproached with the 
origin and character of their supporters. Both 
have been stigmatized as the occasion of ^n ex- 
tensive destruction of the species. Both have 
borne the reproach of being disorganizing and 
anarchical. 

The Christian religion is emphatically a reli- 
gion for the people. It impregnates the masses 
with something better than humanity. What a 
religion for the many! What a basis for popu- 
lar . government ! How elevated and how sub- 
stantial the hopes of the friend of popular rights, 
when he feels that the progress of human liberty 
must keep pace with the progress of Christian 
illumination, and that the cause of man is thus 
identified with the cause of his Maker I 
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The alleged " Tyraimy of the Majority" in Ameriea.* 

Wb do not subscribe to the principle that the 
majority are always right and can do no wrong* 
The presumption is certainly in their favour, 
from the vast combination of wisdom and of 
will; but we are as fieir from acknowledging a 
pope in our politic* as in our religion, and hold 
majorities, ID^e bdividuals, to be but fiallible 
men. 

Let us revert to the foundation on which the 
power, or, more properly speaking, the right of 
majorities in republican communities is founded, 
and see how far it actually extends. 

The great aim and end of civil society are to 
secure justice between man and man ; and, on 
examination, it will be found that in republics al- 
most all its powers are, in point of fact, while it 

* See De Tocqueville't ** Democracy in America,*' part I, 
ehap. XT. 
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may well be doubted whether^ legitimately, all 
ought not to be, restricted to the necessary means 

^ for the accomplishment of this great end. The 
power to declare war and raise armies is to protect 
government, and the power to levy taxes, to sup- 
port it in the administration of this office ; the 
power to coin money, and the powerto regulate 
weights and measures, furnish it with fixed 
standards for this object ; its power to issue pa- 
tents merely secures a right founded on the first 
principles of justice; and so of most of the other 
powers of government : its power to make inter- 
nal improvements, and its power to manage the 
postoffice, seem to be of a different character. 
But whether or not the jurisdiction of govern- 
ment should be exclusively restricted to the ob- 
ject just mentioned, it is certain that what other 
powers soever it does exercise are for infinitely 
subordinate purposes, and sink to nothing in the 
comparison of importance. When men unite, 
therefore, in civil societies, it is for the purpose 
of securing the prompt, uniform, and peaceful 
administration of justice, or, what is the same 
thing (as justice is the practical discharge of 
what our rights claim from other men), for the 
protection and enjoyment of our rights. But 

L how, when we are all, as we have seen, made 



TYR4NNT OF THE MAJORITT. 185 

the natural judges of our rights, are we to ar- 
rive at what justice really is 1 There is, in the 
nature of things, a perfect rule; but we see it 
imperfectly, and individuals view it under va- 
rious and different combinations of error. One 
holds it to be this, another to be that, and this 
various sense of individuals does not admit of 
a definite and harmonious action ; we must have 
a pogUwe rule in order to concentrate the action 
of community. 

Now, when the existence of society requires 
a posAtive rule authoritatively promulgated ; 
when its primary object demands that this rule 
shall be the law of justice ; and when the con- 
stitution of our nature, resulting in human free- 
dom, demands that we ourselves be the sdd 
judges and interpreters of that law, what can we 
do, when the subject is submitted to aggregate 
bodies in their primary capacity, but abide by 
the determination of majorities ? Theoretically, 
the prerogative oi determining the rule of right 
resides in the whole ; but, unless all will agree 
in opinion, which, until men are perfect, they 
never will, we must take up with as near an ap- 
proximation to a perfect mode as we can get 
Modern republics, by the manner in which they 
take the public determination by majorities, 

Q2 
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adopting the representative system, dividing ter- 
ritory into sections, legislatures into different bod- 
ies, creatbg public offices with different tenures, 
and filling them at different electiom, while the 
sovereignty itself is divided into state and nation- 
al, make great provision for the sentiments and 
opmions of die minority also, and bring us as 
near as is practicable to the aggregate sense of 
oommunity, and near enough for all human pur- 
poses. Each citizen being allowed his equal 
vote, he thus enjoys the utmost possible amount 
of human freedom, and all that man ever could 
or ever did desire. 

What then 1 Is the positive rule thus adopted 
in, itself right, because it is the determination of 
the majority? No; but we yield it implicit 
obedience as if it were right, because it is in 
practice the nearest approximation to the perfect 
standard, and the best possible compromise with 
human imperfection. We observe the decision 
(not the arbitrary will) of the majority, so far as 
it is announced in the prescribed constitutional 
modes, as the rule of our civil and political con- 
duct — as the positive law — ^until it is reversed by 
the same authority. Not that, as law, it is per- 
fect ; but that, as a positive rule emanating from 
, an authority which Freedom herself has consti- 
tuted^ if we would bave coi^\.\)&oi& %sA^2tt:<9^ 
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ftt all, we must observe it Majorities thus do for 
IDS, in a good degree (not absolutely, aa will be 
soon shown), in politics, what the judge does for 
md in expoutiding the laws ; and there is the aame 
distinction between perfect enactments and poA* 
tive statutes tiiat there is between that perfect 
abstract justice which we call law, and the actual 
authoritative decisions of the judge. So far as 
the regular, active interference of society, through 
the interposition of its organized forces, is con* 
cerned, the decisions of the judge and positive 
statutes must be acted upon as if they were ab* 
solutely and perfectly right, because whatever 
of abstract perfection is wanting has been sac* 
rificed to the necessity of positive rules ; but, so 
far as individual opinioa is concerned, they are 
no more than a presumptive standard, which 
every citizen is at liberty, if he can by legal and 
proper measures, to get revoked. 

Thus, though we never assail the decrees of 
the majority when uttered in the constitutional 
voice of the whole, yet we often feel the most 
perfect assurance, in assailing the opinions enter- 
tained by its individual components, and endeav- 
ouring to convert it into a minority. In other 
words, we yield an implicit obedience to the 
laws so far as they are enacted by the consdto^ 
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tional force of the majority, but we never feel 
called upon to renounce individual opinions firom 
deference to that majority. 

Even in the enactment of laws we by no 
means hold the power of majorities to be abso- 
lute and unqualified. It acknowledges this lisi- 
itation in its very nature, that, being merely au- 
thorized to announce the law of justice, it can 
never in any instance extend to the perpetration 
of a clear and palpable injustice. In this respect 
political power is subject to the same limitation 
as the decisions of a legal tribunal. An occa- 
aon, however, with us for such a limitation to be 
actually put upon the powers of the majority, 
can only very rarely, if ever, occur ; for it is im- 
possible to imagine a case in which a body of 
citizens large enough to constitute a majority in 
our large democracies could concur in perpe- 
trating a palpable injustice. Against political 
tyranny in every shape we have the best possible 
security that human nature admits of; and if 
we are really still insecure from its assaults, it is 
only because God has denied all refuge from it 
to mankind. Contemplate the great numbers 
which are required to constitute a majority. 
Now it is possible that among its leaders there 

xy be amUtion, may be corruption, tortuous 
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views, unjust aims ; but among the ma» of that 
majority, never. Its opinions may be mistaken, 
but its feelings must be right ; it is morally inn 
possible that so large a body should have any 
other interests, any other sympathies, than those 
which belong to the universal whole. It may be, 
often is, misled; but when it is, it is in pursuit of 
the public good. It sometimes takes the Wrong 
path by mistake, never by design. Nay, those 
who hold the balance of power, constituted by 
the excess of the majority above the minority^ 
are usually a comparatively small number, whose 
adhesion to the cause of virtue and the commcm 
weal is of itself sufficient to save the state from 
palpably unjust or improper measures. 

When we hear of the tyranny of the majority, 
one would think it a body as fixed and perma- 
nent as a monarchical dynasty rioting in the 
greatest excesses of power, and responsible only 
to itself. We know, however, that it is, in truth| 
an extremely fluctuating body, the composition 
of which is changing every day, sustaimng daily 
losses, and receiving daily accessions of new 
converts. It is accountable to an ever-vigilant 
minority, that is continually and rigidly criticising 
every measure at the bar of public opinion. Its 
excesses are visited vnth the immedi^tft V»& ^i 
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its power, and the indignant exclusion of its 
agents from office. The majority that t9 is re- 
sponsible to the majority that is to be. Let it 
act with violence or tyranny, and it will inevkav 
bly be converted into a minority. No party can 
in this country engage in a course of vidbus le^ 
gislation, and exempt themselves, as a^ptrt ci 
the common country, from its retributive eflSects; 
and, when these are felt, it immediately renoun- 
ces its leaders and its measures' by adopting their 
opposites. A course of tyranny is thus utterly 
impracticable, unless we are to suppose republi- 
cans capable of devoting themselves, in spite of 
sense and suffering, to the work of self-destruction. 
Nor have we to apprehend a majority's becom- 
ing so excessive as to exempt it from the salutary 
restraint imposed by the fear of degenerating into 
a minority. A majority is, on the contrar}', made 
more infirm by becoming very considerable. It 
immediately encounters the danger of falling in 
pieces of its own weight In proportion as it is 
small is the necessity of union and the conse- 
quent perfectness of its organization. Men act 
together in parties, not because there is a perfect ^ 
unanimity of opinions, but by a sacrifice of minor 
^ -differences to paramount public objects. When 
ftHparty are very numerous, the necessity of sub- 
dioation becomes less Va "^omX. olfeKX, ^sA^qSl 
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less in appearance ; hence indivi(}bals strike out 
plans of personal ambition, and individual wills 
set up for greater independence : it falls a sac- 
lifice, and the evil of too strong a majority thus 
rectifies itself. The tyranny of majorities is 
ftorefore rendered impossible, because they are 
fuljeGl to the continual control of public senti- 
ment, which is the judgment of the people on 
iheir own interests. 

" When an individual or a party is wronged 
in the United States," says De Tocqueville, " to 
whom can he apply for redress 1 If to public 
opinion, public opinion constitutes the majority; 
if to the Legislature, it represents the majority, 
and implicitly obeys its injunctions; if to the 
executive power, it is appointed by the majority, 
and remains a passive tool in its hands ; the pub- 
lic troops consist of the majority under arms ; the 
jury is the majority invested with the right of 
hearing judicial cases; and, in certain states, 
even the judges are elected by the majority,'* 
All this is mere idle declamation. If a man be 
injured in this country, and the law afford him a 
remedy, our judges and juries afford him a 
promptj cheap, and effectual mode of redress^ 
as free, not merely from a partial and party 
biaiy but as free even from all susgidoa of it^ 
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as any judicatories upon the face of the earth ; 
and whoever should wish the arbitrary inter* 
yention of the executive or the army where 
the law 18 silent, would call for an agency 
which would make every possession and every 
right a pitiful accident, subsisting at the mer- 
cy of a despotic will If a man suffer by remm 
son of the imperfection of the law, he appliei 
to public opinion, whose creature and slave the 
majority are, and the present majority will either 
be coerced by fear of that appeal, or be turned 
out by sentence passed upon it, and the evil soon 
redressed by a future majority. The evil vrill 
certainly be redressed ; because, arifiing, on the 
supposition made, from an imperfection in the 
law, it must operate with equal severity on all 
classes of a republican country, where the in- 
terest of all is inseparably connected with the 
interest of each, and the interest of each and all 
is dependant upon just laws. No intelligent 
member of this republic has failed to observe 
how every citizen, even the humblest and most 
ignorant, when he suffers a private injury, re- 
solves and generalizes the cause from which he 
suffers into a universal evil applicable to the 
whole community, and deduces universal conse- 
from it ^^ What becomes of our boast- 
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ed freedom t" he says ; ^^ what is the use of laws t 
why call this a free country ? what is the security 
of property, if a man under these circumstances 
can do, and his neighbour must suffer, such an in- 
justice 1" stating his own injury in the form of a 
general proposition, to make it tell upon the sym* 
pathies of those about him. What he thus says 
in his own case, he understands when said in the 
case of another ; and he listens to the tale, and 
unites in the cause of his compatriots, that his tale 
may be listened to, and his cause promoted, in 
turn. Thus citizens learn, by continual and per« 
sonal experience, that the interest or the injury of 
the individual is the concern of the whole; and 
public opinion thus becomes as safe a guarantee 
for the common weal, as private interest is for 
individual prosperity. 

It is wrong to represent the American people 
as sul:]gect to the uncontrollable will of the ma- 
jority. It is true, that in the original adoption 
of a constiti^on the majority governed, and| 
whenever it comes m review before the people, 
a numerical majority must again govern. This 
is, however, a very rare case ; and it is not in 
thus setting up the skeleton and framework of a 
society (in which, the legislation of a people is at 
the most distant remove from human infirmitj, 

R 
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and wberan they are likely to be perfectly iman- 
imous on all moat easential points) that injustice 
and injury are seriously to be apprehended. Af- 
ter society is thus organized^ and fay that Teiy 
organization, the will of temporaiy majoritieB is 
sulgected to many practical lim**^ti^w«- 

In the first place, this Constitntiim itself is the 
paramount law. No majority, however great, 
can ordinarily add to, alter, amend, or in any 
way contradict it Until a question be formal- 
ly presented to the people, on the amendment of 
the Constitution, that instrument itself towers 
above, and presents the first broad limitation to, 
the power of majorities. By giving to the rep- 
resentative a fixed and independent tenure of 
office, it places him beyond the immediate reach 
of majorities. By making requisite, in many 
cases, a majority of two thirds for the passage df 
various descriptions of laws, it provides a farther 
restraint; and, finally, by the creation of two 
distinct and independent sovereignties. 

We often find one majority among the people 
of a state, and a different majority in its Legisla- 
ture; sometimes a Legislature of one politics, 
and the executive of another, which gives a tem* 
porary predominance to the minority ; often, a 
with one politics, while one's immediate ter- 
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ritorial administration and judiciaiy are of anoth- 
er ; very often a state with one politics, and the 
nation of another. Rarely, very rarely — ^indeed, 
I think I may safely say never — do we find all the 
political authorities under which we happen to be 
placed the creatures of one party. The power 
of one majority is thus modified, and very much 
modified and controlled, by the power of another ; 
or, if you pleaae, the power of the majority is 
modified and controlled by the power of the mi- 
nority, which has thus secured to itself, at least, as 
great an influence in the administration of affairs 
as it is entitled to by the relative proportion of 
its numbers to the aggregate whole. Thus we 
are fiilly entitled to say, that by the contrivances 
of our government We have secured in its ad- 
ministration the action of the whole people. 

When I first read the sections of De Tocque- 
yille on the tyranny and unlimited power of the 
majority in tUs co^itry, I was for a long tia>e at 
a loss to conjecture what original could have set 
to his imagination for the picture. Sensible of 
no such state of facts as was there described, I 
could not but wonder that the poor, persecuted 
victims of too fi-ee a state should never have 
found a voice. Where are their uttered com* 
plaints 1 1 asked. The press is free ; it disgorges 
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ererything, from a schoolboy's complaint to a 
president's message ; perfect immunity is secured 
by anonymous publication, to the utterance of er- 
ery opinion ; yet, among all the various literature 
-which our books and newspapers present, an 
American writer complaining of the tyranny of 
majorities, as majorities, is yet a rata avis quite un- 
known even to the curious. Indeed, De Tooque« 
ville himself seems to admit that the evil exists, 
for the most part, only in apprehension. ^ I do 
not say" (he concludes one of those sections) 
*^ that tyrannical abuses frequently occur in Amer- 
ica at the present day ; but I maintain that no 
sure barrier is established against them, and that 
the causes which mitigate the government are to 
be found in the circumstances and manners of the 
country more than its laws." In other words, we 
have no security against the passage of tyranni- 
cal laws but in the people themselves ; which, 
however, is the same kind of security that a com- 
munity have, that an individual will not voluntar- 
ily destroy his own property or cut his own throat 
According to the republican theory, it is security 
enough. We do not require guarantees from 
ourselves for the judicious exercise oS our own 
powers. Not only '^ the causes that mitigate," 
i^iot the causes ttuit make the government, are 
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fhe characters and wills of the people ; and this 
fiict, so far from exciting our apprehensions, is 
the foundation of our confidence. We derive 
our security firom ourselves, not firom our laws, 
or only so far from our laws as they may be said 
to leave the government entirely in our hands. 

De Tocqueville, in his ^peculations on this 
head, has evidently confounded two distinct sub- 
jects, the power of a poliHcal majority under re- 
publican government, and the phenomena result- 
ing from that almost entire unanimity constitu- 
ting public apinionf which are not different in 
their nature (though they may be more powerful 
in their effects) from what are erhiMted under 
eveiy form of government 

So frur as political majorities in our country 
are concerned, I think perhaps they may enforce 
a greater subordination to party than political 
majorities in other countries, and that such is a 
natural consequence of greater freedom. Mi- 
norities, however, are equally tyrannical in this 
respect, though their organization may be less 
apparent ; because, while an administration have 
an independent set of measures to sustain, all 
that is required to organize an opposition is 
union in aEsailing. The truth is, that in repub- 
lics the organisation of parties ought to be more 

R2 
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perfect than ebewbere, for the very reaion that 
the real subjects of division are fewer and of 
less importance. What may be called the nat- 
ural ties of party are vireaker ; to act with effect^ 
the artificial ought to be stronger. Where the 
subjects of division are fundamental and of vital 
consequence — where they are clearly marked out 
in the nature of things, and the division of inters 
ests and of classes — ^these interests and classes 
may safely be trusted to themselves : each mui 
knows his place, and is bound to it But it haa 
long since been discovered that in republics, 
where the real subjects of difference are much 
more minute than elsewhere, they are much leas 
coercive ; and that a party owes a great deal of 
its success to its organization as well as to its 
principles. Hence subordination is more rigidly 
enforced. But this kind of influence exercised 
by party operates only upon politicians, not on 
the community at large, who, on the contrary, 
generally regard the roan with greater favour 
y that acknowledges no party trammels. The only 
consequence that follows from renouncing it is 
loss of party conaderation, and the power and 
prospects of office; a loss which he who is guilty 
of defection may be thought perhaps to deserve^ 
^ fy reeaon of his having impaired the strength of 
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Ae party through whose prevalence alone he 
could hope for political rewards* 

** But," says De Tocqucville, " it is in the ex- 
amination of the display of public opinion in the 
United States that we clearly perceive how far 
the power of the majority surpasses all the pow- 
ers with which we are acquainted in Europe ;" 
and, thus confounding the political force of 
majorities with the natural force of public opin* 
ion, he launches his most severe denunciationa 
against it. 

Probably the greatest force of public opinion 
in this country is exercised in suppressing the 
eirpression of atheistical and infidel sentiments, 
while a similar restraint seems to be exercised in 
preventing the dissemination of views^unfriendly 
to republican government. A keen and sensi* 
tive observation of its effects in these two in- 
stances seems to have given birth to De Tocque- 
yille's erroneous speculations on the tyranny of 
the majority in America. 

In neither of these instances, however, do we 
meet with that million-headed monster of tyran- 
ny so terribly depicted by De Toequeville, spread- 
ing itself, like one of the plagues of Egypt, 
throughout every part of man's daily existence, 
and depriving him of eveiy comfort and enioy- 
meDt of liie— a tyraany tlkat^iS \\. t«d&) ^soi^^ 
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would be infinitely worfe than the ecclesiastical 
despotism of the dark ages. 

It is natural that, where opinion is the most 
enlightened and the most free, it should have the 
greatest natural force, as the presumption is 
greater in favour of its justice and propriety. In 
proportion, therefore, as you relax other forces^ 
you strengthen that of public opinion, and, where 
government is the weakest, opinion must be the 
strongest Is this a fault of governments or of 
man 1 If public opinion be strong here, it is not 
that government has made it so, not that majors 
Hies have made it so, but that such is the inevi- 
table result of the nature and constitution of 
man. If its force be legitimate and proper, we 
must rejoice that it is strong with us, and that it 
is strong because it is right No man can fail 
to have observed how much wiser and better we 
are for our neighbours than for ourselves; how 
much more exact we are in laying down a rule 
for another to act by, than in squaring our own 
conduct by any rule; how much better all, by 
virtue of continually, as the phrase is, ** putting 
their best foot foremost," outwardly appear than 
they really are : by just so much is public opin- 
ion better than private practice, and just so much 
does what is called character, a creatufe of pub- 
opinion^ superadd to ^<& ioic^ qI <sva mocal 
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motiT€8. It seems to h% the great force of this 
highly efficient and really moral agent which is 
characterized by De Tocqueville^s the tyranny 
of the majority, and which is represented to be 
so great as to prevent the avowal of individual 
opinions. 

It is true that it has a mighty force, though 
not so great as represented by De Tocqueville, 
against the atheist and the infidel;* and why 
i^uld it not 1 It operates in suppressing their 
opinions as it would in suppressing a vice ; and 
why should it not 1 It is generally believed that 
atheism and infidelity sap the foundations of pri- 
vate morals, of public )>rosperity, and of political 

* ** In Ameriea the majority raiaet very formidable barriers to 
the liberty of opinion ; within these barriers an author may 
write whatever he pleases, but he will repent if he ever step 
beyond them. Not that he is exposed to the terrors of an auto 
de f6, but he is tormented by the slights and persecutions of dai- 
ly obloquy. His political career is closed forever, since he has 
oSended the only authority which is able to promote his sue- 
eess. * * * The Inquisition has never been able to prevent a 
vast number of anti-religious books from circulating in Spain. 
The empire of the majority succeeds much better in the United 
States, since it actually removes the wish to poUish them. Un- 
belterers are to be met with in America, but, to say the trutb» 
there is no public organ of infidelity. Attempts have been made 
by some governments to protect the morality of nations, by 
prohibiting licentious books. In the United States no one ia 
punished for this sort of works, but no one is induced to write 
them ; not because all citizens are immaculate in their man* 
Dtra, but because the majority of the comm\inv\^ v^dSw»«ftX vo^ 
Anferfj."— De Tocaaeville'aDe8iU)ci«e^\s.laDMtt»y«^V^^Tn<. 
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fireedom; that they are not only untrue in 
themselves, but that thej corrupt our children, 
render them irreligious and profieme, idle, disobe- 
dient, and yicious; that they lessen the moral 
restraints of society, prevent our homes firom be- 
ing inviolate, make our domestic relations less 
dear, oaths and obligations less sacred, property 
less valuable, mankind less sympathetic and hu- 
mane. Now, shall we visit with punishment 
and disgrace those who commit crimes, and not 
visit with the moral reprobation of public senti- 
ment those who are contmually beating up for 
recruits to the ranks of the criminal and the out- 
law 1 Or does the prevalence of a public senti- 
ment that prevents men in some measure from 
becoming atheists and infidels, and prevents m 
a very considerable degree the dissemination ni 
their principles, demand the regrets of the en- 
lightened politician ? — or does the force of such a 
sentiment possess any of the qualities of a tyran- 
nical power 7 I rejoice in it, as showing that 
the just and legitimate restraints of a state of 
freedom are, for wise and good purposes, more 
efficacious even than the tyranny of a despotical 
control. It shows that democracies do not want 
strength where strength cannot injure. So far 
&oai being proof of ^^ little true independence of 
'od and fireedom oi dAse\)ssv.our "^ «si&DSc«fi&^^ 
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necessary result of the most absolute independ- 
ence of mmd and the most unlimited freedom 
of discussion. 

That public opinion oft«i signaUy errs ^in its 
decrees, and that, in such cases, in proportion to 
its force must be its injustice, cannot be doubted; 
so long, however, as it does not lay hold of the 
arm of the law, in the regulation of matters not 
properly cognizable by law, but is left freely in 
those matters to the natural operation and regu- 
lation of itself, the balance of the aggregate ac- 
count of good and evil influence must be greatly 
in its favour, and its injuries only accidental, like 
those of any other great and powerful agenqr* 

We should follow with public odium the man 
"who would openly advocate the adoption of 
monarchical and aristocratical institutions.* Is 

^ ** At the present time, the most absolute monarchs in En- 
fopg ire unable to pxetent certain notions which are opposed to 
their authoiity from circulating in secret throughout their do- 
minions, and even in their courts. Such is not the case in Amer- 
lot. * * * I know of no country in which there is so little true 
independence of mind and freedom of discussion as in America. 
In any continental state in Europe, every sort of religious and 
political theory may be advocated and propagated abroad ; for 
there is no country of Europe so subdued by any single author- 
ity m not to contam citizens who are ready to protect the man 
who raises his voice in the cause of truth from the consequen- 
OM of his hardihood. If he is unfortunate enough to live under 
m alM^te government, the people is on his side ; if he inhabit 
M £PM mmutgj^ bM maj find a aheiteibeSuxvQLVbA voS^^so^ ^V^^u^ 
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this a persecution by the majority t If so, it is not 
by the majority constituted by a political party ; it 
is the natural and necessary result from the ez<* 
pression of an opinion not worthy of many fol- 
lowers, and worthy of no good ones. But would 
it not be better to let this opinion have a fair 
chance, and to give it a full and fair trial on equal 
terms 1 It has a fair chance, and it cannot gain 
disciples. If it has not, it is not our fault, nor 
the fault of our political system ; it is the fault of 
man. He is so made that his opinions as to the 
proper scheme of government interest his feelings 
withal. He rejects their opposites, not coolly, but 
with a feeling of moral reprobation. Be feels 
that certain principles, extensively entertained, 
would affect him, would injure him, would deprive 
him of freedom. The monarchist and aristocrat 
are repelled, therefore, as if they were endeavour- 
ing, whether unintentionally or not, to inflict a 
wrong and injury — as if guilty of a kind of trea- 
son against the sovereignty of each free citiaen ; 
and it is not surprising that this repulsive feeling 
should be as universal as is t)ie sovereign citi- 

Uirone, if be require one. The iirierocratic pftrt of fociety sop- 
ports him in some countries, and the democracy m others. Bit 
in a nation where democratic institutions exist, organized lik« 
those of the United States, there is but one sole s«rtbority, oiw 
Migh element of strength and of saccess, with nochiDf twyonft 
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zeoship. Such men rest under an odium whicli 
they deserve ; and public opinion, in free coun- 
tries always its oyfh best corrective, does not, in 
this instance, degenerate into the tyranny of ma- 
jorities. 

But what then becomes of the dominion of 
reason, if we must acknowledge such a subser- 
viency to popular prejudices 1 I answer, we are 
men, and we act like men. We are governed by 
something else besides the force of a mere syllo- 
gism. We are not creatures of pure reasoning, 
and we do not bring everything to the test of 
logic ; neither do we suffer our convictions to rest 
in our minds like a demonstrated problem on a 
black board. We take, and we are obUged to 
take, a great many of our opinions on trust, until 
we have time and ability to look into th^r demon* 
stration, and the community is a very respectable 
source whence to derive such opinions : when we 
have those opinions, we feel from tbem, and we 
act on them ; and the public sentiment of a com* 
munity is in many cases a very proper medium in 
which to imbody, and through which to enforce 
them. This is not the tyranny of majorities; it is 
the nature of man, more prominent only in re- 
publics, because government has less force and 
Bature more. 

S 
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CHAPTER n. 

The ao-called <* Right of InstractioD.** 

The so-called right of instruction is a false 
pretence* Under our democratic form of gor- 
ernment, whatever the people really do will, 
they have the power to carry into effect. When, 
therefore, we are honoured with what are styled 
*^ instructions from the people to their represent- 
atives" — ^instructions from a source whence we 
have a right to expect commands — we are cer- 
tainly justified in the suspicion that these do not 
emanate from the people, but, more probably, 
from bodies of men who, having neither the right 
to command nor the right to instruct, hope to 
conceal the infirmity of their title under the mod- 
eration of their demands. 

Let us examine and see who they usually are 
who thus presume to instruct the people's repre- 
sentatives, and whether they are really ^' the 
people," or have any warrant for it from the 
people. 

And, first, let us understand what is meant 
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by ^ ihe people.^' We mean the whole people, 
and nothing short of the whole people, or a ma- 
jority of the whole acting simultaneously. It is 
the government of the whole that alone con- 
stitutes self-government — democracy. Now this 
paramount democratic sovereignty is never call- 
ed directly into action except in forming and 
settling a constitution, the very object of which 
act is to define in what mode the will of the 
people shall ever after be authoritatively ex- 
pressed. That done, we have done also with 
original or primary assemblies, that is, assem- 
blies wherein the people act in their original, 
absolute, and sovereign capacity. The people 
agree, by adopting a constitution, that they will 
no longer act m an irregular, disconnected man- 
ner, in separate, unorganized assemblies, and by 
individual plans and wills, but together only, and 
in the constituted mode. Town, and ward, and 
mass meetings, therefore, are by no means, in 
reality, what they are ordinarily styled, meetings 
of the people in their primary assemblies. Very 
respectable organs of public opinion they no 
doubt are, which are entitled to, and will com- 
mand, the respectful deference of every wise poli- 
tician ; but not organs of the sovereign will, which 
every representative would be peremptorily bound 
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to obey. If these indiacriiDinate aaemblaget 
are, really^ what tbey are so often caDed, the sov- 
erogn people in their primary capacity, they are 
oertably omnipotent; they can make and m* 
make laws, magistrates, constitutions; and if 
they are not, they are, as to political rights or 
political powers, nothii^. If they have not aU 
the rights of the ori^al, sovereign people, they 
have no right to instruct Let us proceed, ther^* 
fore, from these meetings — in which we do not 
find the only people known to democracy as the 
arbiter of political differences, and which, when 
they assume to instruct the people's representa- 
tives, seem, simply on the ground of having no 
authorized place in the body politic, to arrogate 
the paramount authority — ^to other and constitn- 
tional assemblages. 

This pretended right to instruct is claimed, 
and most frequently exercised, by State Legisla- 
tures over representatives in Congress. 

But what right have State Legislatures to in- 
struct 1 It is their constitutional prerogative to 
elect one branch of the national Legislature; 
when, however, this election has taken place, 
that function is discharged ; and they have no lon- 
ger any duties in the premises until another va- 
cancy occurs. When elected, the repres^tative 
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is not iheir agent They are not his principals 
or his constituents. He is a representative of the 
people, and so are they. The people have not 
authorized them to instruct this representative, 
nor placed it within the range oi* their duties 
or their powers; nay, a power to recall him 
was proposed, in the Convention that framed the 
Constitution of the United States, to be given 
them, and the proposition was distinctly nega- 
tived. They have no more right to instruct him 
than he to instruct them. I have said they are 
not his constituents. The whole state does not ^ 
comprise his constituents. He is a member of \ 
the Congress of the United States, and sworn to - ^ 
discharge his duty as such. The nation are his "^ 
constituents. He is a representative, not of part, 
but of the whole. If the paramount interests of 
the nation at large clearly require the sacrifice 
of the particular interests of his single state, he 
is even conscientiously bound to vote for that 
sacrifice. Because the state, or the State Legis- 
lature elected him, they are not, as a necessary 
consequence, to control him. The state names 
the representative; but the state alone could 
never have given him the power which he pos- 
sesses to affect the whole Union ; the origin of 
this power dates far back from the state election, 

S2 
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at the fonnation of the grand national ccunpact, 
and the nation at large are alone entitled to be 
considered as his political creators. 

It is a bad divinon of labour, as well as an 
usurpation of power, for men who were elected 
to attend to state affairs to assume the control 
of those of the nation. Different powers are re- 
quired; a different grade of intelligence; differ- 
ent means and opportunities of information and 
judgment Is it not enough that so much time is 
consumed by Congress in debating the grounds 
of the different national parties; but must the 
same subjects be again debated and resettled by 
twenty-six individual state assemblies, to the 
great obstruction, if not entire neglect, of all do- 
mestic legislation; to say nothing of the cost, 
which would, in the aggregate, form no slight 
addition to national expenditure ? No advocate 
for a strict construction of delegated powers can 
consistently maintain that, when the people have 
sent him to the State Capitol to attend only to 
those affairs that immediately concern the state, 
he has a right to usurp the functions or sit in 
judgment on the conduct of another agent of the 
people, despatched to a different place, on a dis- 
tinct errand, and m^iAe c.ovffl^\x3SiQti%HY account- 
^lik only to the conuxMoii m^s^ftx oi >W3^^ 
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But do elections furnish an authoritatire letter 
of instructions from the people to the representa- 
tive, of which he is bound to take notice; and 
is be bound, by democratic principles, when a 
successor of different politics has been elected, 
to vote in conformity with the opinions of his suc- 
cessor elect, or to resign 1 Elections, it is true, 
are authorities emanating from the soverugn peo- 
ple, because they are exercised in pursuance of 
the constitution establbhed by the whole, and are 
therefore authoritative so far as they go. But 
what does such a result to an election signify 1 
The present incumbent may have been elected on 
personal as well as political con^derations, and 
at the last canvass not have been a candidate. 
Therefore, it does not necessarily signify that his 
political measures are so obnoxious as to prevent 
his being, in spite of his political course, after 
all, the preference of the people. Perchance 
the people, his immediate constituents, wish for 
a change, but a change <ifier his term shall have 
expired, and he have had an opportunity to 
bring his measures in some degree to a test, by 
carrying them out fairly to the close of that pe- 
riod. For this only he has any warrant, that the 
voice of the people, so far asVlSa ^"t ^'s^^ssga^ 
roice-^e voice of democxacj taK^ft«««&^^^'^^^ 
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constitutional mode — signifies in such an adverse 
election — what? (the election designates the 
many the Constitution, /or wlwt object) — that, 
after he shall have fulfilled his term, carrying 
out his measures to the end of it, then the officer 
elect shall succeed^ not now immediately super' 
Side and supplant him. 

But, were it otherwise, the dectors of the 
representative are but a part, and that a very 
small part, of his real constituents ; ai^d if the 
democratic principle bind him to observe the will 
of ^' the people,'' it is the will of the whole peo- 
ple; if the will of ^^his constituents," the will of 
the whale of his constituents — ^the nation at large ; 
and thus, if the right of instruction by means of 
elections be effective at all, it can only take ef- 
fect, consistently with itself, after the entire na- 
tional majority shall have been settled ; when the 
result must be, as by the magic of an enchanter's 
wand, by an instantaneous, complete, and over- 
whelming revolution, to expel utterly any such 
thing as oppoidtion, and suffer the headlong 
torrent of a successful party to bear unmterrupt- 
edly away the entire legislation of the country. 

This brings us to the final view of this discus- 
moD, that, as we b'ave seen^^^ c^w ^e.t no au- 
iboiitatirA instruddons feom Vliafc xcai ^^ws^^ Xa 
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the representative, so ndtfaer do the people chooia 
to goyera in this way, by imparting to their rep« 
resentatives the momentary changes and impulses 
of popular opinion : in taking which view it is 
our purpose to show likewise, that the right of 
die majority to govern is not, even according to 
the most latitudinarian democratic theory, by any 
means absolute and unqualified ; and that the 
whole people, the sovereign people, being made 
up of a majority and a minority, some proviaon 
ha%been made for the opinions of that minority. 
The government, it is true, is merely the agent 
of the people, and appointed to be the mere ser- y 
rant of their will. But we must distinguish the 
case of a people from that of an individual, in 
the appointment of an agent The public voice 
u made up, not of the expression of a single will, 
but of that of a great multitude of individual 
wills, on which our own can have but little in* 
iluence. We cannot but think it wise, therefore, 
to secure a degree of permanency in the public 
administration; and, however much of wisdom 
and rectitude we may be conscious of in ourselves, 
and however litde restraint we may feel disposed 
to put upon our own individual wills for the fii* 
ture, it is not extraordinary that vt^dciOKM.!^^^ 
greater coniidence in puling o^iiaidnm v^ ^ 



214 TRB RIOHT OP IN8TRUCTI0H. 

cases withm the power of the majority, a greater 
confidence in that multifarious director, the public 
will, when placed under certain wholesome quali- 
fications to secure deliberation and discussion ; so 
as to make that will and that majority the off- 
spring of the permanent settled wisdom of the 
nation, rather than of the hasty effervescence of 
popular passions. The people do not any the 
less govern, by thus governing in a certain mode 
which they themselves prescribe, and which thej 
reserve to themselves the liberty at any tim# to 
alter. 

In ancient cities, where, in the nature of the 
case, it was almost imposnble to provide such 
securities, the inconsistencies of democratic legis- 
lation, commending to a Socrates the hemlock 
one day, and erecting statues to his memory 
the next, have been its eternal stigma. This evil 
is remedied through our representative system, 
one of the greatest political improvements of 
modern times, by securing to the representative 
a definite term of office, independently of popu- 
lar fluctuations and temporary excitements. And, 
without this permanency, can we expect good 
government? Consistency rises almost to the 
dignity of the virtues, although not ranked 
^Bmooe them } and it is even more necessary in 
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tbe administration of states than in the conduct 
of individuals. Inconsistency in either is cer« 
tainly a great fault, and in affairs of govern* 
ment it is one of the greatest, as it alone suffi-* 
ces to make the best of laws unjust, and the best 
of governtnents tyrannical. In the administra* 
tion of the complicated affairs of government, 
experience is the only sure guide ; and, if sena- 
tors and magistrates are not permitted to form 
their measures into consistent plann, and subject 
them to the test of continuous experiment, liber- 
ty may be safe, but uoskilfulness must preside at 
Uie helm, and disaster and distress will be the 
inevitable result We Bte a people peculiarly 
impatient in awaitmg the results of experiment, 
and usually form more conclusive determina- 
tions, and take a more prompt and decided ac- 
tion, on the results of ten years, than other peo- 
ple on the experience of a century, or often of 
many centuries. Hence a hasty, crude, and im- 
perfect legislation is one of the worst character- 
istics of the working of our system, until laws 
have become a standing part of our news, and 
the columns of a weekly print are sometimes more 
authoritative than a two years' old statute-book, 
printed by public authority. These defects would 
be greatly aggravated by abridging, through uo^ 
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CHAPTER n. 

The ao-called '* Right of InstractioD.** 

The so-called right of instruction is a false 
pretence. Under our democratic form of gor- 
ernment, whatever the people really do willf 
they have the power to carry into effect When, 
therefore, we are honoured with what are styled 
" instructions from the people to their represent- 
atives" — instructions from a source whence we 
have a right to expect commands — we are cer- 
tainly justified in the suspicion that these do not 
emanate from the people, but, more probably, 
from bodies of men who, having neither the right 
to command nor the right to instruct, hope to 
conceal the infirmity of their title under the mod- 
eration of their demands. 

Let us examine and see who they usually are 
who thus presume to instruct the people's repre- 
sentatives, and whether they are really "the 
people," or have any warrant for it from the 
people. 

And, first, let us understand what is meant 
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by ^ ihe people.^' We mean the whole people, 
and nothing short of the whole people, or a ma- 
jority of the whole acting simultaneously. It is 
the government of the whole that alone con- 
stitutes self-government — democracy. Now this 
paramount democratic sovereignty is never call- 
ed directly into action except in forming and 
settling a constitution, the very object of which 
act is to define in what mode the will of the 
people shall ever after be authoritatively ex- 
pressed. That done, we have done also with 
original or primary assembUes, that is, assem- 
blies wherein the people act in their original^ 
absolute, and sovereign capacity. The people 
agree, by adopting a constitution, that they will 
no longer act m an irregular, disconnected man- 
ner, in separate, unorganized assemblies, and by 
individual plans and wills, but together only, and 
in the constituted mode. Town, and ward, and 
mass meetings, therefore, are by no means, in 
reality, what they are ordinarily styled, meetings 
of the people in their primary assemblies. Very 
respectable organs of public opinion they no 
doubt are, which are entitled to, and will com- 
mand, the respectful deference of every wise poli- 
tician ; but not organs of the sovereign will, which 
every representative would be peremptorily bound 
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interests, and feeEngs, and liberalized for the 
general good. It is a violation of that compact 
to require his conformity to. instructions, and 
present the alternative of his rengnation. 

Moreover, the case may involve a question of 
conscientiousness on the part of the tepresenta- 
tive, 'who may have it in his power, perchance, 
to prevent what he deems a great evil, by the 
interposition of a vote which he has the power 
to give, but is instructed to withhold. His oath 
of office, his conscience, must determine him ; and 
he who, under such circumstances, relinquishes 
his office or does violence to hi^ conscience, is a 
deserter from the post of duty. 

Finally, let us con»der for a moment who this 
majority are that assume to dictate so per^nptori- 
ly ? It is not a body unchangeably constituted of 
the same materials, but one of which every man 
sometimes and in some cases does, and in others 
does not, form a part The supreme power,^ ac- 
cording to democracy, resides in the whole. But 
we are never unanimous, and, as has already 
been remarked, to act at all, the majority must 
govern. Let it not be forgotten, however, that 
ihia government of the majority is only an ap* 
pronmation to democracy, though it is the near- 
■M possible approximatiou*, and) with the actual 

wdMicki of maiJkdnd, n7^ mxuiX Ti^«^s»r^ 
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take up with an approximation. Pure democ- 
racy, the unanimous government of the whole, 
we cannot have. Still the minority are not to be 
entirely disregarded, as if they were a mere ci- 
pher. They have some right in the administra- 
tion of aflFairs. They have a right to qualify the 
opinions of the majority, sbce the majority do 
not govern by an absolute and unqualified right, 
but only as a matter of necessary compromise^ 
which ougl^t to prevail no farther than the neces- 
sity of the case imperiously and inevitably de- 
mands. We ought to get, as nearly as practica- 
ble, the opinion of the whole. Now, in the con- 
stitution of the state, the contingent minority, not 
yet developed, but of whom you, or I, or any 
other member of society may perchance be one, 
by estabUshing a fixed and independent tenure 
of office makes some provision for itself; an im- 
perfect one, it is true, but still the best that the 
natiu-e of the case admits. It thus secures what 
is its right, in being enabled to impress a just and 
proper bias upon the administration of affairs. 
This compact with the minority is violated when 
the majority, not content with exercising that 
lawful predominance which the Constitution for 
the most part gives them, assume to dictate to the 
Constitution itself, as if they held not merely the 
prepondeidJiCQ of power, Wl ^ iclotxoyJ^ ^i>J^ 
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CHAPTER m. 

Aristocratic Society in America. 

I USE the expression ^' Aristocratic Society in 
America'' because I find it in use, while I en- 
tirely disapprove of the term ^^ aristocratic" as 
applied to any circle in this country. 

We have an upper class, properly designated 
as the upper or fashionable circle ; not, however, 
an aristocracy. In the Old World, those who are 
really the aristocracy, the few who govern, are 
also the select and fashionable in private life ; 
but the term " aristocratic" is properly a political 
designation, and should not be appropriated to 
a private circle, except where political power 
and social rank go hand in hand. 

Yet people of the Old World talk of our aris- 
tocracy. Aristocracy is the government of the 
few. There are no few here who govern. Our 
first class are simply the leaders of the ton ; they 
rule in the empire of taste and fashion only. 
We may follow them in the pattern of a carriage 
or the cut of a coat ; we may determine in a 
great degree by their patronage, to what public 
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garden or concert, to what theatre or ball we 
will resort ; we may seek their halls for the most 
brilliant entertaimnents and the best company; 
but do all the prerogatives they thus exercise 
create an aristocracy ? 

Such prerogatives constitute a distinction, no 
doubt, but a distinction that the purest democratic 
feeling is far from repudiating. Such a distinc- 
tion as it is, therefore, we are very ready to recog- 
nise ; for democratic principles are by no means 
incompatible with a just discrimination of ranks 
in society, so long as that discrimination is volun- 
tarily made by individuals, and has no political 
aim. Democracy has always borne the obloquy 
of cherishing a levelling spirit and aiming at 
agrarian measures ; a reproach that it is much 
farther from deserving tiian every other species of 
government. There has been widely dissemina- 
ted, as we have already taken frequent occasion 
to remark, and cannot too often repeat, a mista- 
ken notion as to the kind of equality that a de- 
mocracy demands, which is not an equality in 
the circumstances, but an equality in the rights 
of mankind. In utterly repudiating all distinc- 
tion in political rights, it admits freely of every 
other distinction, to the most absolute and unqual- 
ified extent. It destroys arbitrary and fictitious, 

T 2 
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to make room for real rank. It amiihilates the 
dist'mction of rights only to build up the greatest 
distinctions of men. All men are not really equal 
in all respects; they are not equal in integrity, 
not equal in talent, not equal in practical skill, 
not equal in diligence, not equal in success ; nay, 
no two men are equaL In republics uodividual 
is left freely to cope, in these respects, with in- 
dividual, and to establish these differences in 
their fullest possible latitude. Thus the charge 
60 often alleged against republics, d bringing 
down men to one level, is highly calumnious and 
unjust. What shall we say of other systems, 
which really do substitute, for the absurdity of a 
single average standard, and the reducing all to 
a medium equality (falsely alleged against re- 
publics), the absurdity of divers arbitrary meas- 
ures that, worse than the bed of Procrustes, are 
used to stretch the small to the dimensions of the 
great, and to cut down the great to the pigmy 
fitature that naturally and rationally belongs only 
to the small 1 

Happily, republicans are alike guiltless of both 
these absurdities. They embrace the division of 
the social circle, as part of the natural and ne- 
cessary results of any system which leaves men 
free, and do not look with envy on the fashion- 
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able class, so long as all are left to contend on 
equal terms for what is, afler all, a rather trivial, 
and, at the best, a purely social distinction. 

Foreigners, according to their particular and 
individual humours, either carp at an organiza- 
tion of society which, they say, leaves us without 
an aristocracy, or, admiting us to possess one, 
sneer at its composition. The first, if, when they 
speak of our being without an aristocracy, they 
use that word in its misappropriation to an up- 
per or fashionable circle, distinctly recognised 
among us as such, are clearly wrong in point of 
fact ; if they mean the absence of a political 
aristocracy, using the word in its proper sense, 
we admit their allegation^ and are as far from 
regretting the fact as we are from lamenting our 
depnvation of any other species of degradation 
and injustice. The last, who only grant us the 
possession of an aristocracy to overwhelm it 
with their sneers, contend that we have one 
founded on money, and that an aristocracy of 
wealth is the meanest and most sordid of all 
aristocracies. They forget that our first class 
does not constitute an aristocracy ; and that what 
doubtless is very unfit to be ati ingredient in the 
national sovereignty, may be a very essential 
element and support of an order which professes 
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simply to direct taste and fashion, and aspires 
only to the elegance, refinement, and independ- 
ence of private life. 

Our aristocracy of fashion (if it may be momen- 
tarily so called) is principally founded on wealth, 
it is true; and on what other foundation could it 
be built ? How, otherwise, could it command 
leisure, ease, and elegance, which will always 
be essential to a superior rank, so long as we 
have a physical nature to sustain, and five corpo- 
real senses, with all their refined tastes, to gratify? 

Before too severely criticising our so-called 
aristocracy, as based on wealth, Europeans would 
do well to analyze the composition of their own, 
and see how much of its consequence it borrows 
exclusively from that source. Abstracted from 
its possessions and property, it would about a^ 
nearly resemble an aristocracy as a human body 
without breath resembles a living man; the 
order would sink into universal contempt, and 
utterly cease to exist, if with the blood and ti- 
tles, its members did not also inherit the estates 
of their ancestors. 

Let them not sneer at the deference shown to 
wealth in this country. By making it the meas- 
ure of political rights, and giving it a preponder- 
ance in the management of the state, they them- 
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selves yield to it a much greater deference, while 
they commit a flagrant injustice : vre, certainly, 
may be pardoned its becoming among us the ba- 
ns of a purely social and private distinction. It 
j^as won its own way to the rank it enjoys here, 
and hence it must be held to have arrived only 
at the consideration to which it is justly entitled. 
When we speak of wealth as the essential, 
we do not, by any means, intend to designate it 
as the exclusive basis of our highest circle. On 
the contrary, it is to be preferred before any 
other basis, for the very reason that it admits of 
the readiest .and most extensive amalgamation 
with every other most legitimate and most valu- 
able ingredient. Talent and education, as well 
as political distinction, will always mingle more 
largely in the higher class of a democratic than 
in that of an aristocratic country — will always 
more easily command wealth than they can com- 
mand family pride— of course, much more easily 
than they can command the pride of wealth and 
the pride of family united. Indeed, the acquisi- 
tion of wealth, of itself, presupposes the exercise 
of some intelligence and mafty of the virtues; as 
the practice of almost any vice requires an expen- 
sive and prodigal nourishment incompatible with 
busiBess success. On the other haad)^e,i!l&L^\« 
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petuated in aristocratic families by aristocratic 
laws^ tends to nourish the bad passions and de- 
prave the heart. In the one case, industry is re- 
quired for the success of the individual ; in the 
other, idleness is imposed by the prejudices of so- 
ciety. A man who has spent his youth in the fox- 
hunt or the horse-race at home, and in the hells 
and stews of the domestic, or the more promiscu- 
ous but less restricted dissipations of a foreign 
capital, may be a more polished gentleman, but 
he cannot be a wiser or better man, or a more suit- 
able head of society, than he who has from early 
youth been disciplined to patient habits of indus- 
try, and mingled with men in the various but sob^ 
walks of business. The difference may be, on a 
comparison of the upper classes of society, much 
in favour of Europe, in externals ; but give me, 
notwithstanding, the internals and essentials of 
the upper class of American society. Give me the 
Ionic capital of American society rather than the 
highly-wrought Corinthian of European. It is to 
our advantage to have an upper class that has 
the dross of democracy about it; that is justly 
subject to much criticism, and cannot assume 
too arrogant pretensions. It would be uncon- 
genial, if not dangerous ; it would be the source 
iif much unhappiness, \£ not of political disast^, 
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could we transfer to our highest rank, as a mere 
social class, the claims to respect and veneration 
put forth by European aristocracy. I delight 
in a want of cultivation and refinement that has 
the odour of freedom, and would not dispense 
with one jot or tittle of a rusticity which con- 
tinually reminds me that I am a free citizen of a 
free country. The constitution of our society, 
therefore, seems to me in itself the best, inde- 
pendently of the price we should be compelled 
to pay for any other. * 

The distinction of wealth, so long as it confers 
no political privileges, so long as it elevates one 
in the circles of private society only, is a pecu- 
liarly democratic distinction ; since wealth may 
be said to be almost within every man's reach ; 
at least, every man is free to strive in an equal 
competition to obtain it. No criterion by which 
to bestow the first rank in society could possibly 
be devised more appropriate to the circumstan- 
ces of a democratic people. It is right that in a 
republican country die highest class shoidd not 
be too widely separated from the masses. The 
two extremes of society ought to communicate 
by imperceptible degrees. The highest station 
ought not to be too high and ought not to be too 
seciire. The lowest citizen ought not to be ^ie^ 
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cloded from hope nor the higbest firom fear. 
Thus society will be properly amalgamated by 
the force of reciprocal sympathies. It would be 
much to be regretted if we had an upper class 
with too lofty pretensions and too inaccessible a 
rank. A first circle, to a great extent formed of 
those who are re\i'arded by their accession to it 
for the successful pursuit of wealth, and are de- 
pendant in a great degree for their continuance 
in it upon the caprices of fortune, accomplishes 
for 8s a very desirable result 

How could a higher class of society maintain 
itself without wealth 1 Without leisure, socidy 
is a tax ; and without wealth, leisure is impo6« 
sible. Wealth places within a man's reach the 
means of entertaining society. He is thus pre- 
pared to make his friends comfortable at his 
house. FashionaUe society necessarily implies 
a degree of luxury. The wealthy man can af- 
ford it. He can furnish hj|^ halls with the nicest 
specimens of the mechanic arts to subserve per^ 
sonal comfort ; with the finest specimens in every 
department of the fine arts, for tibe gratification 
of a fastidious taste ; he can educate his, family 
in those accomplishments of intellect and person 
which are m the best repute : thus his house nat- 
Wk uiallji becomes the resort of the best company. 
To determine ^e coii3adjw».^oxL ^^\. ^^^ ^ 
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entitled to in society, let us see, for a moment, 
what influence it really commands, in these mod- 
ern times, in the affairs of the world. 

And, at the first blush of the subject, we are 
struck with the fact, that in modern republican 
society, at least, it seems to be the principal ob- 
ject of desire and pursuit. Wherefore does the 
student trim his midnight lamp, the artisan an- 
ticipate the morning's dawn, and the tradesman 
so often forego the dear domestic delights of fire- 
side, and wife, and home, to assume an intensity 
of care that eats deeply into health and Ufe 1 
What secret spring sets all the energies of soci- 
ety into such wonderful activity 1 What so 
much as the universal passion for the acquisition 
of vealth ? It seems to be the power of wealth 
that has wrought a great majority of the most 
impcxrtant political meliorations of modern times* 
What origmally created the chartered cities, the 
first germe of modern freedom, but the wealth that 
purchased their franchises of the needy crusa- 
ders? What has introduced the most important 
improvements into the British Constitution, and 
made it as liberal as it is, but the power assumed 
by the British Parliament over the money of the 
nation 1 What peopled thb continent, for the 
most part (the coIcmiatiQin of the Eastern States 
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must be excepted), but the pursuit of wealthi 
What revolutionized it but our jealousy of the 
control of our money ? What prompts to the dis- 
covery of new countries so much as the pursuit of 
wealth? What so much facilitates the inter- 
course of old countries, or tends so powerfully to 
preserve peaceful relations among them 1 What 
is the great means of modem society, means of 
comfort, means of influence, means of power, 
means of good 1 What is the great instrument of 
benevolence and charity — the powerful agency 
employed to civilize, enlighten, reform, and Chris- 
tianize mankind 1 To be able to subsidize the 
most sublime powers of genius, to lay under con- 
tribution every department of human art and in- 
dustry, and control, to an almost unlimited extent, 
the direction of the lives and energies of mankind, 
seem certainly to be among the prerogatives of 
wealth. Even great states are compelled to bow 
to its omnipotence. Questions of finance seem 
to monopolize the politics of the country. How 
business shall be fostered, commerce promoted, 
taxes levied, and currency regulated, are the 
great dividing questions of public policy in mod- 
ern times. Great princes now no longer draw 
thdr support from their own private domains or 
Aom conquered ptomoes. War is no longer 
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sostamed by the voluntary aid of imperial citizens, 
the personal services of vassals, or the plunder 
of conquered cities and the sale of captive pris- 
oners ; government must be conducted and war 
sustained by means of thq wealth of the state. 
Without money, or the means of commanding it, 
a government is wholly without resources ; it has 
no power to conduct the operations either of 
peace or war, and the arm of the national sover- 
eignty is utterly paralyzed. 

Money is thus the great engine of modem 
times, and they who possess large shares of it 
inust be prominent in modem society. That 
wealth, being the object of such universal desire 
and the means of so commanding an influence, 
should attract much of the regard of mankind, 
and the first place in society be generally and 
voluntarily accorded to it, is certainly not un- 
reasonable or surprismg. Wealth, in this age, is 
power, and power commands respect If we do 
not respect the possessor for his intrinsic quali- 
ties, we respect him for his position, in the same 
manner that we may respect an officer for the 
station he holds, though we may despise the man. 

Those romantic and visionary people who have 
exerted themselves so ojften to decry the distinc- 
tion that wealth confers, would have exhibited 
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much more wisdom, and lived to much better 
purpose, had they exerted their wits in the acqui- 
sition of it I respect a sentiment so universal 
among mankind as their great regard for wealth. 
There must be some foundation for it Spite of 
all the fine things which have been said, in fits of 
philosophical romancing, about indifiference to it 
and the meanness of its creatures, we still see, in 
point of fact, a degree of respectful deference 
and sedulous attention paid to the rich, by the 
philosopher and the boor alike (or, perhaps, of 
the two, the philosopher is the most obsequious, 
as he is usually the most needy), which intrinsic 
merit, unadorned by imposing external circum- 
stances, is very rarely able to command. Our 
present existence is but partly, and that the small- 
est part of it, intellectual, as it depends much 
more upon physical than upon intellectual com- 
forts ; and within the more present and immediate 
sphere which our material nature prescribes to us, 
wealth seems to domineer almost without control. 
A good deal of our poetical prejudice against 
it, as a means of conferring rank in society, 
comes down to us from the exploded systems of 
former times. All the social and intellectual re- 
finement of ancient times was collected in cities — 
jnot like our cities, differing only from the coun- 
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try in presenting a larger aggregate of popula- 
tion, and the provisions which such a population 
naturally makes for itself, -without any peculiar 
prerogatives — ^but cities in the midst of conquered 
and subordinate provinces, like kings in the midst 
of subjects. Estates were acquired by spoils, 
and tribute, and patronage. To labour was the 
business of slaves. To work for profit, and man- 
ifest a desire to gain by thrift, and economy, and 
industry, was a mean and sordid occupation for 
the free citizen of an imperial city. The army 
and the forum furnished the only fit places for a 
freeman ; of course, military and civic honours, 
in conjunction with hereditary rank, with which 
they were commonly connected, furnished the 
only suitable grounds for distinction* 

Dm-ing the barbarous ages of society wluch 
succeeded, war was still the most honourable 
occupation. The same broad distinctions of sov^ 
ereign and subject were still observed, only the 
sovereignty was transferred from the imperial 
city to the feudal lord. Wealth was to the feu- 
dal lord a thing of course. The arts of peace, 
the patient industry of commerce, and its reward 
of wealth, were still despised ; they, still confer- 
red no rank. Wealth had but limited objects 

* Grandeur et Decadence de« RoottsxA^ cYim^ik* 
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of gratification, and was of little use to its pos- 
sessor in lawless times. The 'distinction of lord 
and vassal swallowed up every other, and the 
labour of the country was divided between vil- 
leins and plebeians. Their occupations were es- 
teemed mean, their rank was fixed, and they 
could not be ennobled by the successful achieve- 
ment of wealth. 

The aristocracy of Europe is a relic of this 
system. The European nobleman is still in pos- 
sesion of the demesnes of his ancestors; still 
prides himself on his descent ; still retains politi- 
cal power ; still takes precedence of the com- 
moner; still affects to look down upon the ple- 
beian trader and shopkeeper; though this dread 
of contamination, it must be confessed, is often 
greatly modified by the want of money which the 
exigences of modern society have superinduced. 

But this affected and idle contempt of the rank 
which is conferred through wealth on bu^ess 
success, springing from a system founded on the 
unjust domination of one man over another, and 
the unjust plunder of one man by another, and 
sustained only by custom and prejudice, cannot 
pass the barrier of the Atlantic. We have un- 
dergone a revolution which foreign aristocracies 
must sooner or later ex^netice. Labour is no 
longer despised, and -weaV^V&Voiicsva^J^^ 
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We therefore maintain that wealth is justly 
entitled to the distinction which in this country 
it actually enjoys, of being the basis of, and the 
most essential qualification for, the first or fash- 
ionable class of modern society. 

Not that a man's admission into the best circle 
should follow of course upon his arrival at 
wealth, and by no means do I mean that his ex- 
clusion should follow of course from the absence 
of that qualification ; but that the first circle, or 
fashionable society, must be mainly sustained by 
wealth, and that the man of wealth has, though 
not an irresistible, yet a very powerful claim, and 
one which it must require some very considerable 
disqualification to resist. It is certainly a grat- 
ification to democratic feeling — the manner in 
which the distribution of social distmctions by 
wealth in this country sports with the idle prej- 
udices imported from aristocratic countries, and 
shocks and overturns the fastidious caprices of 
those who affect to pride themselves on their 
family and station, as if they were unapproach- 
able by others. . In every industrial calling the 
road is open to wealth ; and to wealth, if not to 
that of the acquirer himself, yet invariably, if its 
advantages be properly improved, to wealth in 
the hands of his children, the doors of feshicyoAr 
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ble society must open, whether he be shoemaker 
or blacksmith, tinker or tailor. The man him- 
self, if constantly confined to the details of his 
trade, the immediate handiwork of his craft, may 
be uncleanly in his person, rude in his manners, 
and uninformed by education ; if so, he will nat- 
urally be excluded ; but if time and good for- 
tune have enabled him to get the better of these 
unpropitious circumstances, and his family have 
improved the advantages of wealth, by acquiring 
polished manners and cultivating their minds, 
you may boggle at, but you must accept them. 
Perhaps in no single respect do individuals of 
our upper circle appear at so great a disadvan- 
tage as in entertaining prejudices, and freely, 
and almost ostentatiously, making an avowal of 
sentiments, that would put to shame one part of 
their own career, and, if universally indulged, 
utterly disgrace probably the greater part of 
their family, in the ascending, descending, and 
all its collateral branches. The just reasons for 
exclusion from any particular grade of society 
ought to be as powerful with the excluded as 
the exclusionist ; and, in judging of this ques- 
tion, trade, occupation, family, origin, should be 
considered as what the lawyers call only prima 
Jade evidence, fuimshing no more than a mere 
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presumption, to be varied accordbg to the cir^ 
cumstances of each particular case. One may 
be so situated that his associates cannot be agree- 
able; he may be excluded, because he would 
bring the taint of his set with him. If he be 
agreeable as to mind and heart, he may be rude 
and uncouth in manner. He may not be famil- 
iar with good society, and thus aUke embarrassed 
and embarrassing. His means or his occupa- 
tion may not admit of a suitable exterior ; and 
in large communities, where every man cannot 
be known, appearances are not to be disregard- 
ed. These and other like circumstances are not 
capricious, arbitrary, and fanciful, but furnish just 
and solid grounds of discrimination. Still let 
every man be treated respectfully; let not his 
feelings, or even his prejudices, be wounded, nor 
let his pretensions be too slightly regarded ; he is 
a free citizen of a free commonwealth ; and, as 
such, a candidate for the highest political hon- 
ours, as well as the highest private station. 

Our first class is well enough as it is, and the 
criticisms of a foreign aristocracy only attach us 
the more strongly to it. What they allege as its 
very faults and blemishes, are, in our view, its 
most unexceptionable features. It is the better 
liked in proportion as it is the more dependant 
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It is not so hig]^ and inaccessiUe as to be be- 
yond the re^fili of our sympathi|[(. Its parent 
Democracy %ves it the better fof its being an 
infirm child. It can only become ridiculous by 
putting forth ridiculous pretenaons; by affecting 
to interpose between itself and the multitude 
from which it ori^nates, and by which its ranks 
must be contbually fed, an impassable barrier. 
We cannot laugh at the coach which conveys it ; 
but we may be pardoned a smile at the livery on 
the box, or the coat of arms on the panel 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Immigration. 

I 

When we look at the condition of the world 
and its inhabitants, and see how greatly over- 
stocked some parts of it are with population, and 
what immense resources of nature, in other parts^ 
are exhausting their productive energies upon 
the wilderness, we may well ask, by what right 
can the bounties of Providence be withheld from 
the support of human life? When God has 
given man dominion over the earth to cultivate 
and subdue it, shall a portion of our race league 
with the wild beast to resist that ordinance 1 
Certainly not. We have an undoubted right to 
regulate the prices of our vast and uncultivated 
forests ; we have an imdoubted right to prescribe 
all qualifications necessary for the preservation of 
our liberties and our property ; but to devise any 
set of regulations, the direct aim of which is ut- 
terly to exclude the surplus population of the 
Old World from our soil, I doubt whether we 
have a right 

Whether we have the right or not, certainly 
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nothing could be more impolitic than practicalljr 
to assume it We have an immense and onoo- 
cupied territory. We want population. Land is 
cheap ; labour is dear. We have enterprise, en- 
ergy, intelligence, and practical skill; we want 
not minds, but hands. Immigrants are the ma- 
terial exactly suited to our circmnstances : great 
physical power, in want of capital, direction, and 
application. They compound our wealth in a 
geometrical ratio, by adding not only to its sum, 
but still more to its means. By every immigrant 
that comes to this country, every man already in 
it is made somewhat the richer ; the circle of his 
customers is widened ; the demand for his abili- 
ties, his goods, and his estate is increased, and 
with it their price. It is a great error to sup- 
pose that real estate has been so rapidly advan- 
cing, town and country so rapidly settling, busi- 
ness so flourishing, and wealth so rapidly accu- 
mulating, by the mere force of the internal re- 
sources of the country ; they are but the natural 
results of a rapidly-increasing population, to 
which foreign immigration has in no insensible 
degree contributed. 

Is there danger that the same causes which 
have alone peopled this country, and brought us 
to oar present hei^ o£ igtios^ty) may, by a 
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more aetive operation, precipitate us into a de- 
cline } Shall we adopt a system of policy that 
would have excluded our fathers from these 
shores 1 that would have picked out and exiled 
some of the best soldiers of the Revolution ? that 
would have condemned this country forever to 
the dominion of savages and perpetual sterility 1 

The benefits of immigration are too manifest 
to bear extensive comment : let us examine some 
of its alleged evils. 

Perchance the foreigner is a pauper* If so, 
he is at least an able-bodied one; the laws 
provide a sufficient security for that, by requiring 
a pledge from the man who brings him here of 
his present ability to maintain himself. Granted 
that he is an able-bodied pauper; he is, even 
thus, worth much to this country. Is not an 
able-bodied slave, who brings with him nothing 
but his sinews, yet worth much to his master 1 
Far more is an able-bodied, though destitute im- 
migrant, as a free citizen, worth to this free coun- 
try : by all the difference between the cost and 
profit of the slave ; by all the superadded differ- 
ence between free and slave labour; by all the 
overwhelming difference between the blessings 
of freedom and the inappreciable curse of sla- 
very. I should perhaps beg pardon foe ^asuB% 

X 
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(he comparison : I only do it the more forcibly 
to show that the immigrant who brings nothing 
but a sound body, patient of fatigue and capable 
of labour — ^the foreign pauper if you please (he 
is no longer a pauper when he arrives here)^ 
still brings to this country a great accession of 
value, capable, even to a certain extent, of a 
specific pecuniary estimation. 

The difficulty which prevents our thus consid- 
ering the subject is, in part, that we only view the 
foreigner landed and lodged in poverty at our 
great cities on the seaboard, where he arrives, 
and where, under such circumstances, his pres- 
ence often, unfortunately, is an evil. These cities 
are like an old country overstocked with popula- 
tion, where there are already more hands than can 
find employment. Here, therefore, the presence 
of the immigrant is much felt withal, in an in- 
creased extent of public pauperism and an in« 
creased amount of taxation : a burden, by-the- 
bye, which, owing as it is to accidental position, 
and sustained for the common benefit, ought to be 
distributed and borne by the state at large, by 
which means it would be made light, instead of 
operatmg, as now, oppressively. This evil is 
however a temporary one, and even light, in 
camparisou with the imrt^epse^ ^manent^ and 
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Tiniversal benefits which accrue from the same 
source. Much enlarged upon by our principal 
newspapers, which, it so happens, are published 
in places where its weight is most oppressively 
felt, it has met with a far more indulgent and 
sympathetic consideration in prejudicing the pub- 
lic mind against the cause of immigration gener- 
ally, than from its real comparative magnitude it 
is justly entitled to. Take the pauperism accoimt 
on the one side, and a single item which may be 
mentioned on the other — that is to say, the great- 
er feasibility and diminished cost of our extensive 
public works — and I doubt not that this compari- 
son alone would show an immense balance in fa- 
vour of immigration. 

There remain two other objections to the im- 
migration of foreigners, which have been urged 
with much apparent plausibility, and largely in- 
ducted into public favour : the pretended appre- 
hension of danger to our liberties, and of the 
spread of an erroneous religious faith. 

It is one of the curses of bad government, that 
it makes the evils it occasions an apology for the 
power it usurps and the tyranny it exercises. 
It first, by its general and indirect operation, re- 
duces the masses of its people to ignorance, de- 
prives them of the proprietorship of the soil and 



S44 IMMIGRATION. 

a large share of their rights, and then displays 
the phenomena which a people under such cir- 
cumstances exhibit, as proof of their incapacity 
for government Give men their rights, make 
education accessible and property attainable, 
and you make a different people of them. They 
become orderly and friendly to government, be- 
cause they are a part of the sovereignty ; they 
respect the right of property, because they are 
proprietors themselves ; and, to be qualified for 
the exercise of the prerogatives which property 
and self-sovereignty confer, they zealously apply 
themselves to the lights of education, and make 
every exertion to secure its benefits to their fami- 
lies. They become respectable men, because 
they are free citizens. So much are we the crea- 
tures of circumstances, that the same rule of con- 
duct presents very different motives to a man as a 
freeholder, and the same man, with the same mor- 
al characteristics, in the character and condition 
of an outlaw. Hence, accordingly, it has been 
found, that in proportion as Ireland, whence the 
largest number of immigrants come, has been en- 
franchised, to the same extent has it been redu- 
ced to order and good government. We have no 
reason to fear the iiAux oi iotev^x^e^S '^li^^T^ 
i^Deration of our goveromwV.Xi^^^^^^^'^^^^^ 
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good citizens. Have we forgotten that even rob- 
bers and outlaws originally founded and peopled 
Rome, republican Rome itself, where yet justice, 
and frugality, and all the severe virtues once flour- 
ished, in ancient times, in their greatest lustre 1 

To little purpose do we claim the essential ca- 
pacity of man, under all circumstances, for self- 
government, if we still view the influx of a foreign 
population as dangerous to our liberties — 2^ if 
those liberties must not become their liberties also. 
And it is singular that we, who have been built 
up from the foundation by this very means, should 
quake at the accession of foreigners, when we are 
ourselves foreigners of but one or two generations 
old ; as if we were the original population of the 
soil, and, what the ancient Athenians arrogantly 
claimed to be, autochthones ^ that is^ spriyig from 
the earth we inhabit. 

But a large proportion of these immigrants are 
Catholics, and Catholicism has from of old been 
assailed as unfriendly to freedom. 

Bigotry and persecution have never been 
without plausible argument ; and the main dif- 
ference between Protestantism and Catholicism, 
in these respects, has been, not that one has been 
guilty of proscribing by law ^\vo\^ oNasaRs* ^\ 
men on account of religio\as o^moY^a^ «xA. *^sifc 
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other not, but that the degree of punishment has 
been different, and the pretext different The 
principle of persecution is a common property 
which history has assigned to both. 

It is not for me to recapitulate the pros and 
eons on the question of religious toleration, espe- 
cially in a country where a state settled by Cath- 
ohcs, under Catholic auspices, set the first noble 
example of absolute and universal immunity 
from all punishment or disqualification whatever 
for religious opinions. The principle may be 
supposed to have been long since sufficiently set- 
tled, that so long as a citizen is practically a 
good citizen, he should not suffer on account of 
any inference which ive may deduce, but he does 
not, from his speculative opinions. I speak of the 
settlement of the question of religious toleration, 
because that embraces the other question, whether 
we have anything to dread politically from the 
influx of Catholics. If they are really hostile to 
our liberties, they may justly be proscribed as 
enemies ; and if we have reason to dread them 
as such, we ought not to tolerate them. I refer, 
therefore, those who are so spasmodically patriotic 
and fearful on this particular question, to those old 
discussions of the right of religious toleration, 
with which their o]^\nions on this subject show 
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tliem to be not familiar. They will there find 
urged, among other things, what history proves to 
be true, that Catholics are as good citizens as any 
other religionists; that toleration and political 
freedom of conscience are not the gift of a par- 
ticular religion so much as of modem times ; 
that, on the other hand^ bigotry and persecution 
are not the qualities of any particular faith, but 
the natural result of an exclusive or too great 
preponderance of a single sect. If Protest- 
antism has been more liberal than Catholicism, 
it has been owing to its circumstances; it has 
been because it had a later birth. It happened 
to be the last ; another religion had the exclusive 
possession ; it had to turn assailant Hence its 
character as being favourable to freedom; one 
to which it has great, but not by any means ex- 
clusive claims; a character, however, often 
brought forward, in these times, to assail the very 
cause in whose service it was acquired. 

To urge the influx of Catholics as an evil, in 
a religious point of view, is a flagrant error. 
The Protestant Christian, as such, ought to know 
no particular country. The soul across the At- 
lantic ought to be as dear to him as that of a na- 
tive-born American. He ought therefore to re- 
joice at an event which places the Catholic with- 
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in bis reach, within his means of influence and 
conversion — at a change to a place where that 
(in bis view) erroneous faith is more accessi- 
ble, and truth is re-enforced by the strong auxil- 
iary power of majorities. The religious Protest- 
ant ought to regard with great satisfaction an 
event which brings Catholics to his own door, 
to have their belief rectified if it be not ortho- 
dox, and thus converts every Protestant neigh- 
bour into a Protestant missionary. He ought 
not to fear for the cause of truth in an e^qual 
competition with error, but rather to invite such 
competition. The rivalry among religious sects 
has already redounded much to our secular ad- 
vantage, and has actually, I believe, made us a 
more enlightened people. It may well be doubt- 
ed whether, had the population rapidly settling 
at the West been all Protestant, the same strenu- 
ous efforts would have been put forth there in 
the cause of education, or so zealously sustained. 
We have, therefore, everything to hope and to 
gain from the immigration of foreigners, while 
there is nothing to be endangered or lost by it. 
The question stands in the same relation to us that 
it bore to our revolutionary fathers, who made it 
one of the causes of complaint against the king of 
Oreat Britain, that he ^' had endeavoured to pre- 
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VBnt the population of these states, for that pur- 
pose obstructing the laws for the naturalization 
of foreigners, and refusing to pass others to en- 
courage tteir migration hither/' 

We ought, therefore, to aim at regulation, not 
restriction. Immigrants come here to seek a 
refuge in the bountiful bosom of Nature from the 
desolating dominion of man. They come on the 
same mission that our forefathers came, and to 
be, in common with us, progenitors of a great 
nation. They are sent by Providence to equal- 
ize the burden of the earth, and improve the 
condition of the human family. Let us not be 
appalled at their numbers. They do not come 
too rapidly to amalgamate with us. We should 
interpose no capricious barriers to their amalga- 
mation. The greater their numbers, the more 
sensibly do they add to our individual and na- 
tional prosperity. 



THE END. 



CATALOGUE OP BOOKS. . 

Habeer & Brothirs, 83 Cliff-street, New-York, 
hare just issued a new and complete catalogae of 
their publications, which will be forwarded, without 
charge, to any part of the United States, upon ap- 
plication to them personally or by mail post paid. 
In this catalogue may be found over one thousand 
volumes^ embracing every branch of literature, stand- 
ard and imaginative. The attention of persons form- 
ing libraries, either private or public, is particularly 
directed to the great number of valuable standard 
historical and miscellaneous works comprised in 
the list. It will also be found to contain most of 
the works requisite to form a circulating library of 
a popular character; all of which may be obtained 
at reasonable prices (sixty per cent, less than books 
published in England) from the principal booksellers 
throughout the United States, 
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